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LE § [ _ /
DECLARATION

1, Frances E. Farley, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On September 11, 2004, at around 4:00 AM the office of the 2004
Socialist Workers Party Campaign in Hazleton, Pennsylvania was
firebombed. The office at 69 N. Wyoming St. housed the 2004 SWP
Campaign Committee which supported the campaigns of Roger Calero and
Arrin Hawkins for US President and Vice President, Timothy Mailhot for
US Congress in the 11th District, and Kristofer Barkanic for Pennsylvania
State Assembly in the 116th District.

2. A brick wrapped in incendiary material was thrown through the
front display window which featured campaign materials, political books,
and announcements of upcoming public meetings. The fire severely
damaged the front part of the building. A neighbor who saw the fire called
911 at around 4:30 AM and the fire department responded promptly putting
out the fire before more severe damage was caused. This quick response also
prevented the fire from spreading to the apartments directly upstairs where
families were asleep. I, Frances Farley, the Northeast Pennsylvania Socialist
Workers Campaign director, and Timothy Mailhot witnessed the damage

from the arson attack later that morning, as did several nelghbors and area
residents.

3. The arson was investigated by Patrolman James Dixon of the
Hazleton Police Department on September 11 and reported to Hazleton
Mayor Louis Barletta. It was also reported to the Hazleton Area Human
Relations Commission and at a town meeting on December 2 sponsored by
the Pennsylvania State Human Relations Commission.

4, So far police have no suspects and no one has been charged in the
arson attack.
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5. News articles on the firebombing of the SWP campaign
headquarters were published in the Hazleton Standard Speaker and the

Wilkes Barre Citizen's Voice and news stories carried on the local television
stations. '

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on December 29, 2004. -

S 0

Frances E, Farley
12/29/2004
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69 North Wyoming Street Hazleton, PA 18201 570-454-8320
September 12, 2004

. To S of Political Rights

In the early morning of September 11, 2004, an arson attack was carried out against the
Socialist Workers 2004 campaign office in Hazleton, Pennsylvania. The campaign
headquarters was significantly damaged and the safety of the families who live in the
apartments upstairs threatened. Quick action by a neighbor resulted in the fire department
being called to put out the fire. (see attached fact sheet)

We ask you to join with us in defense of civil discourse, free political exchange and debate,
and the right of the Socialist Workers Party to campaign free of harassment and attack.

Join with us to:

= Send an urgent message to Hazleton mayor Louis Barletta, City Hall, 40 N. Church St.,
Hazleton, PA 18201, urging that all possible steps be taken to apprehend those responsible
for the arson attack and to prosccute them to the full extent of the law, The Mayor can be
contacted at 570-459-4910, or faxed at 570-459-4966. Please send copies to the Socialist
Workers Campaign at the address above.

= Senda message of solidarity to the Socialist Workers campaign protesting this attack and
defending their right to campaign free of harassment.

= Send a much needed contribution to help rebuild their campaign office. Make checks out to
Socialist Workers 2004 Campaign earmarked “Rebuilding Fund” and mail to the Socialist
Workers Campaign at the address above.

Only a vigorous and broad public response can beat back attacks like this one and defend the
right to civil discourse and to practice politics free from harassment.

Thank you for your support. | _ |
Monsgrar Miicharl T Dole ?SL,«. Ao ﬁ.&p -
Mo:ig::w Michacl J. Delancy " Auna Ariss M

Pastor, Church of St. Gabriel

Local 133- Lizette Vélez Réger Calero,
Hollander Home Fashiotis United Food and Commercial Socialist Workers 2004
Workers Local 1776 Steward Presidential Candidate
. Umberto Hen;ndez Rubilar Walter H
: Professor, History Department,
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Broken glau,dobrlsandyollowﬂrenpolqonmeﬂoor
at the Soclallst Workers Party headquarters after.a brick
wrapped with flammable materials was thrown through tho e
front window of the North Wyomlng Sﬁull'aclmx !

F|re

(Continued from 1)
‘miner and party candidate for
U.S. Senate, said the burned
books represented an attack
on the “right of working peo-
ple to think for themselves.”

“This type of intimidation
is designed to shut down the
political space we all have,” he
said.

Arrin Hawkins, the party’s
presidential candidate,
ed on “defenders of politi-
rights around the world” to
Mt the attack on the
uarters. '

-Party members asked the
public to join them in calling ' .. ELLEN O'CONNELL/Standard-Speake:
on Hazleton Mayor Louis Bar- Tlm Mallhot, left, a candidate for the 11th Congressional
letta to swiftly apprehend and District in the Sacialist Parly, and vice presidential candidate

prosecute whoever start- Arrin Hawkins hold a press conference outside the Soclalls!

ed the fire. Workers 2004 Campaign Office in Hazleton Monday.
They said they will solicit ¢ '

contributions to repair the
fire damage and teplace
books.

On Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at
the headquarters, the party
members scheduled a meet-
ing that Taylor said will be “a
speakout of sorts against these

* kinds of attacks.” .
Demey dl;h T
and the Rev. Douglas
McKeeby spoke against the
attacks on behalf of the
Greater Hazleton Ministeri-
um.

“What makes our nation

t is we have the freedom
ideas,” McKeeby said.

're in a war on terrorism,
.need to take serious these
attgcks.”
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Saturday, Suptember 18, m
STANDARD~SPEAKER

OPINION

Socialist leader: ‘We
are not intimidated’

Editor,

lntheSept.leedlnononhewsmm LA
Tarone wrote an article questioning whether there was politi-
cal motivation behind the of the
Socialist Workers 2004 Campaign headquarters in Hazleton.

Let’s review the facts.

In the early moming hours of Sept. 11, an unknown indi-
vidual or individuals threw a brick with flammable materials
Wwitmmmwmmmwmwor

nmdemddutmdmdnmmhmdpnlﬁed:;’mo{ |

the attacks on the working class today by the two patties of
the employers - the Déntocrats and Republicans - and lines
of resistance workers and farmers on world scale are follow-
ing in the face of these attacks, that take up thie fight for
black rights, women's rights; the Jessons of the struggles of
mmmmmmecmmmm
tions, : _
This was a serious sttack aimed at de: our offices
mdhddnpomﬂdd.ubndyhj\mwumn‘mem.
thgwumm,melcﬂondmdenwhmwho
called 911 kept this from being far worse. - -
m-md:eonmlnncmot‘shlpeningufx:mon
workers' rights. Social Security, medical coverage for working
families, the ability of an injured worker to collect worker's
oompmldonpnymordﬁnbﬂhymyminmy

Asﬂnemomiorpardesd:iﬁtoﬂunghnowwmmk
thmmwacomwmw

mmmmmﬁcmmm-

dential candidates is all but absent in the 2004 election. It

instead has been replaced by low-level slanders, vicious

name-calling, innuerido and an sbsence of a discussion on

the real questions we face.

ant:uﬂe:ﬂmewwdmﬂdmummwhdhmd:
Some lash out violently.

memqeﬂwymu'ymgtoconwyisdear‘ﬂm up.
quiet and stay in place.”
%mﬁmm to close down the space for
democratic rights and civil debate, :
mqmﬂmwlyiimﬂdutdummdns
We ¢ not intimjdated.
mmm-upmminthkmmmdm

thuewﬂlbemopwspuk—mnuouramm

~ headquarters, for all who want to speak in defense of politi-

cal rights.
: Tim Mailhot,
Socialist Workers candidate
for Congress, 11th District



Go
\

—

mosTe Y J0J spqpsuodsar  -UBD ISTRII0S JOY[re]N WL,
erdoed J0 uosiad sip Suppuy ‘Pres ays
uy 3uepSp pue Juasaad 9q 0) |, ‘S1reRY IR S33uBYD Y I8t
unepeg No7 JoAel pue sofjod  pod 03 Aelg, ‘Aep 41943 sBujaq
© Ay pasm osre 04BN BNy 19589] §8 18 PaYOO[

. Keme Supa are gidoad pyes sepy
-umJ Jo pealsu} Pqaio Supoe syBu
dno1B oty 908 [ymuoste oy  [enbe pue yoaads Jo wopaaxy
10y oqpsuodsal ssoy) sedoy  Aofns FUIZRO UWEIHAWIY I8
oY pyes oy ‘syofeq [eopfiod  pue poD Jo PIIYP ¥ 5f Ju0A1aad
umo Jpat 10§ dri pus 03 B e 228103 9jdoad pres ays
§9ucA1aAs Jo Moddnsu] . "sare U0S[ZRH a1 Ul paydacoe -
wmuoj oy Buy 94 JOU M §1J%€ JUIO]a 10T
-1801] 4q UOsIe AR 0) puodsal aBvesawmi J8I[O © PUIS 0} S8y

01 fypqsuodsaz SPY PO A)UNUIWIOD ST PUs SUHY
-3deooB SEYSYPIUSIOYIN °  "SIWID 378 U] PZEPUBRA
K1edoad ot ‘mop alam SIWIOY SOURET SX0UuM
-um Juoy surenbpeey dMS SJUSPRU} 21 JO SMOD]
9 ySriony umory sem SR  3Ys pres ays ‘sopredsyH Uo o
-gyew 9jqeururep uj peddwim  wadye) 92UIJOJA JO §30€ O} UOSIV
pqe ‘11 1dss up 913 paredod s1jely oupe]
oddns j3T3 U0 TOSSTUNKIOY) AI0SJAPY 810U

03[ aABY pHOM I} punors ~13A00) 9} JO SelIY BUUY
wax) pue AJUnWuod a3 uj "Pres 9 ,‘30U9[0]A JO 10§ |

odoed ‘pres oY ‘0ay SOUIS &ue esoddo 03 paou [re am,
7124 300dsns © aABy JU0p pue  ‘we JsueSe dn puws progs
uosye 9 SupeSpsaAupps  Inq ueddey setupmd YaIeM pUB

are eofjod pres ‘PWMSIA PIT  Aq puwls L,Upmoys Uol3zel
91 U} ssa18u0)) 10§ S1ePIP ‘Pres oY ‘AQpunuImod g sy

ybingspid “ejesey Aep —

€6 v:1r1111 34 1,000 500 31d0ad
moys pub dn puvis 03 yuviiodus s, 31 yurys [ ' '

- WINJIoJ .m.avio\s uqmzﬁumwum pauwIspuod

~Suppdraas sy uosre 3 M sonsst ATeds . pres YSmasud Jo Jepesey Au(

uo so1dv sem[e JUOM am, - I JO AU Pres AGINPW ‘s1333enbpusy uoISEZRH
Ing S8Sp} UO YIUNE Ue SBMm ST Ared M3 o puey 93 18 puIYIaMm )$8] UosIR
Pres 9K ‘pres AQoaYPIN e -axdde 03 apevwx spoge Suons ey yof ajqrsuodsar uosted
- [NJMe ST JO JYBH Uj WNiIa)  aq PROYS IR PJes 3 '30GaY- a yoeq ysnd 03 Inq ‘opiy
-SJUTIAl UOIS[ZBH o) Jussaidal  -OJA Jo 5108 UIAPUOD 0} 3WIED  PUe UT 0] J0U 8} Jokq 1By 0)
03 3y85u03 A3y puws I, ay pres ‘U0l9ZeH ‘PIMY)  AuM AJUO oY) pFes SUPIMEH
- "9[0YM © §8 Ljunwmod ueen] Ayuy joJowed  -pjes oys ,‘wyoene reappod Aq
S1p U} 90US[0]a JO foR S  AQeaI Se[Sno( A9y OYL PIIepRORU] 9q 3,00Mm 0,
mo.axods sjdoad fexanag .  pres oY ,‘POIRPRUNIU}.3q JU0M ‘SUIZRIO Ued
"pres oy ,‘'azey paaSuepuo sem am s[doad moys pue dn pues  -[IaWIY S SWIOPAAL] JjOYy) pue
et A[yurej v sem a1y L, 01 Juearoduy 83 YOI I, sJsfaq reopyrod X pusjep
‘s19)renbpesy gMS T0Is[ZeH U} sasdffeq s Jeym sy dn 03 pazepes dnoid oy pres ‘s10
913 9A0qE SAA[ A[RUBj B JBTR  PUEIS 0 UNUOJ oI} 0} JWIBO Y  -Yeads 3G3 JO SUO ‘NVPIPUED

_ "UCIOIZBY U] Siokenbpuey ALIDd 18 Wiy - PTISPFALT S8 AItoM
v Bupnp Aspinies ®yeeds ‘10181a WLL Oy U] sseubuod ) s Supmodm ‘N
40} SIBPIPUBD AliBd IGHIOM I8{[8]00S O (OueW Wil 69 ‘s;arenbpesy dMS 18 18
J0eedg-prepuRSNIDIN HIJINNIF - ' Auvpingeg s19UASY OF NOqE
210Jaq ‘uosxe paxydsuy AjTed
TR -Riod © sem YUR SWI0S Jeym
N e pIuwepuod s3yS reongod
Lk { Buppuojep srayeads reraass -
2 “UMOP YIB( 0}
sl oed et ] BujoBjou axe A9t 18 umowy
s 3 Iyewt 03 sxaprenbpeay
[e00] 38 passpes s1equIsw
Ayred sIapoM WHER0S
. WO INeedepIepURIS QUBWIS YOS
: NVINLSIUHO VONVIV 49
‘PUIPIM
ise} ypene uosie ue uj pabe
_ -Wiep sem yaiym ‘siausenb
-pesy uoyazeH s,Aued ayy
e pjay sem WnIoj 3y | W

DUDJOIA

R —
- ISIyBeY Je3yiud Jo
- asuojag uying yeoUS

900Z ‘61 Joqueides
- T VIO O °

AVANAG ¥TAVIIQ~AN LQ



FACT SHEET ON ARSON ATTACK ON THE SOCIALIST WORKERS
2004 CAMPAIGN OFFICE IN HAZLETON, PENNSYLVANIR

In the early moming of
September 11, 2004, the
headquarters of the Socialist
Workers 2004 campaign in
Hazieton, Pennsylvania, suffered
an arson attack that significantly
damaged the office and threatened
the safety of families living in the
apartments upstairs. A brick with
flammable materials wrapped o it
with tape was thrown through the
front window, which featured
campaign material, political books,
and announcements of upcoming
public meetings.

Tim Mailhot, Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress The arson device hit a curtain,
(center), outside campaign headquarters with supporters and which prevented it from reaching
area residents in Hazleton, Pennsylvania the office floor. Instead it fell onto
' the front display area, setting a fire
officials described as a slow-
buming fire.

A neighbor saw a light in the front of the campaign office and at 4:30 a.m. called 911. The fire

department responded promptly, putting the fire out before more severe damage or personal injury
could resuit.

The campaign office is a well-known public political center in Hazleton, a town of more than 25,000
in the anthracite coal region of Pennsylvama The SWP campaign office — located in a Latino and
working-class neighborhood — is where support is being organized for the Socialist Workers
presidential ticket of Roger Calero and Arin Hawkins for U.S. President and Vice-President, Brian
Taylor for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, Tim Maithot for U.S. Congress in the 11% C.D., and Kris
Barkanic for Representative in the General Assembly, 116™ District. It is also the Norlheast
Pennsylvania center for distribution of the socialist newsweekly, the Militant, the monthly Spanish-
language magazine Perspectiva Mundial, and Pathfinder books.

Seclalist Werkers 2004 Campaign Commitiee
69 N. Wyoming Street, Hazleton, PA 182018~ 570-454-8320 &~ E-mail: swpnepa@locainet.com
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A soclalist newsweekly published in the interests of working people
Vol. 68/No. 35 September 28, 2004

lead article
Protest firebombings of socialist

campaign hall, café in Pennsylvania
Unionists, Black community leaders, others: prosecute arsonists!

Mitant phoios by Marty Ressier (i) end Brian Taylor (right)
SWP campaign hall in Hazieton, Pennsyivania, after being fire bombed the morning of
September 11 (right). White House Café manager Bob Harrls, on left, shows SWP
candidates Arrin Hawkins and Tim Malthot damage from arson attack on his bar in
Wilkes-Barre Black community (left).

BY VED DOOKHUN

AND NORTON SANDLER

HAZLETON, Pennsyivania—"We are calling on the mayor and the police to
arrest those responsible for this firebombing and prosecute them to the full
extent of the law,” said Tim Mailhot, Socialist Workers Party candidate for
Congress in Pennsyivania's 11th C.D., in opening a September 13 news
conference to protest the arson attack on the party's campaign center here.

"We are sending a message that we will not be intimidated by this attack. We
call on others in the area to join us in beating back attacks like this designed
to prevent those who express views dissenting from the parties of the
employers—the Democrats and Republicans—from participating in politics."

The arson attack on the SWP's northeast Pennsylvania campaign hall took
place in the early morming hours of September 11. At about the same time,
arsonists set fire to the back of the White House Café, a restaurant and
tavern patronized by Blacks in nearby Wilkes-Barre.

Mailhot said that SWP campaigners are stepping up activities locally and
across the state. This includes a several-day tour in the area by SWP
vice-presidential candidate Arrin Hawkins, who changed her schedule to
campaign here. In addition to presenting the main demands on the party’s
platform, socialists are getting out the facts about the arson attacks on the
SWP campaign hall and the White House Café.

Several prominent local individuals are already circulating a statement asking
others to send protest messages to Hazleton mayor Louis Barletta to take all
possible steps to arrest and prosecute those responsible for the attack.

[- [l
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Signers include Kassie Harding, president of UNITE HERE Local 133-1,

which organizes workers at the nearby Hollander Home Fashions garment

plant; Anna Arias from the Pennsylvania Governor’s Advisory Commission on

Latino Affairs; Douglas McKeeby, pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church;

Monsignor Michae! Delaney of St. Gabriel's Church; Beverly Collins, an / - 122
activist in the Black community in Wilkes-Barre; and Walter Howard, a history

professor at Bloomsburg University.

“Those who carry out aftacks like this are emboldened by the political climate
in this country today,” Hawkins told the media at the September 13 news
conference. “The assauits on the wages, living standards, and rights of
working people by the employers and the government, and by the twin
parties of capitalism—the Democrats and Republicans, have deepened class
polarization and increased the coarseness of bourgeois palitics. Viciousness,
slander, and innuendo—not civil discourse—have marked the election
contest between John Kerry and George Bush. Rightists get wind in their
sails to lash out violently because of this.”

At the widely attended news conference the socialist candidates described
how the arson attack took place. A brick with incendiary material attached to it
in a plastic bag was thrown through the window of the campaign office. An
alert neighbor, who lives across the street, saw the fire buming about 4:30
a.m. and called the fire department, which put out the blaze. The fire badly
damaged the front of the hall and bumed campaign literature, a number of
books, and leaflets publicizing upcoming events. Smoke filled the premises.
As a result, the many books that line the shelves of the hall are unusable. -

The neighbor's action helped prevent the attack from destroying the entire
building where the SWP campaign hall is located, including the apartment
upstairs where two families were sleeping.

The campaign office is a well-known political center in Hazleton, which is
used to organize support for the SWP ticket of Réger Calero for U.S.
president and his running mate, Arrin Hawkins; Brian Taylor for U.S. Senate
in Pennsyivania; Tim Mallhot; and Kristofer Barkanic for Pennsylvania state
house of representativas in the 116th District.

Taylor joined Mailhot and Hawkins at the news conference. Also speaking
were pastors Delaney and McKeeby. Delaney spoke on behalf of the Human
Relations Coalition for Unity.

“We support our friends’ ability to present their views free of intimidation,”
Delaney said, adding that he joined with other religious leaders here in
“denouncing and rejecting violence in all parts of the country.”

“This is an attack on the rights of working people to think and act,” said Brian
Taylor. “It is aimed at intimidating anyone who wishes fo speak out in defense
of the working class.” Noting that books had been burned in the attack,
Taylor stated, “Political ideas like those found in these books are increasingly
important to the working class as we strive to understand the workings of the
capitalist system, how to effectively resist the employers' attacks, and the
lessons past generations have leamed through revolutionary struggle.”

Wilkes-Barre arson

Four local television stations covered the press conference, as did reporters
for the Hazleton Standard-Speaker and EI Mensgjero, a local Spanish-
language weekly. A front-page article in the September 14 Standard-Speaker
by Kent Jackson was headlined, "Fire damages Socialist Workers' base:
Candidates from the party called on the public to condemn the suspected
arson attack against their headquarters on Wyoming Street in Hazleton.”

One television station followed its coverage of the attack on the SWP
campaign hall with footage of the arson attack on a bar managed by African-
Americans in nearby Wilkes-Barre the same night as the attack in Hazleton.
In that attack, boxes and paper were ignited behind the White House Café.

10/11/2008 11:46 AM
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The fire damaged a garage and the stairs to the apartments above, making it
impossible for the residents to occupy them.

‘ The Wilkes-Barre Citizens Voice reported that cops have arrested Michael [-13
Boyle, 23, and charged him with carrying out that assault, as well as arson
attacks on two houses in the Black community. He was reportedly caught in
the act while trying to set fire to a third house. The Voice said that Boyle
confessed to the actions, stating that he hated African-Americans.

On September 14, Mailhot, Barkanic, and other SWP campaign supporters
visited the White House Café to speak to the workers there and offer them
their solidarity. The next day café manager Bob Harris showed Arrin Hawkins
and other SWP campaigners the damage caused by the blaze (see
front-page photo).

Steady stream of visitors

“In the days since the attack on the SWP campalign office, especially in the
hours before the afternoon press conference was held, a steady stream of
visitors came into the campaign office to inspect the damage and express
their solidarity,” Mailhot said. “A handful made donations to rebuild the office
and some purchased subscriptions to the campaign newspapers, the Militant
and Perspectiva Mundial.” Many of the visitors, he said, are workers employed
at the nearby EXCEL meatpacking plant.

*We don't like this, because this is the most important store on the street,”
said one packinghouse worker, as he inspected the damage.

One man who came in said he Is a local businessman and a “lifetime
Republican, but this cannot be tolerated.”

During the day on September 11, following the attack, SWP campaign
organizers here went ahead with a planned barbeque fund-raiser, which was
atiended by half a dozen EXCEL workers and family members. Campaign
supporters have staffed a regular campaign table outside the office in the
days since the firebombing.

A local restaurant owner donated the use of his premises across the street so
that a scheduled campaign meeting featuring Brian Taylor could take place
September 12.

Meanwhile, teams of volunteers began cleaning the walls and floors, which
have been badly damaged by smoke.

“Funds are needed immediately,” said Mailhot. "We have launched a special
Campaign Hall Rebuilding Fund and set a goal of raising $3,500. We need
your help to purchase wood, sheet rock, and paint to reconstruct the
destroyed display area, and replace damaged office equipment and the entire
stock of books that the smoke rendered useless.”

What you can do to help:

« Please send a message to the Mayor Hazleton Louis
Barletta, 40 N. Church Street, Hazleton, PA 18201,
phone: (570) 459-4910; fax: (570) 458-4966 urging that
all possible steps be taken to rapidly apprehend those
responsible for the arson attack and to prosecute them |
to the full extent of the law. Please send copiestothe !
Soclalist Workers Campaign, 69 N. Wyoming Street, i

. Hazelton, PA 18201 (E-mail: swpnepa@locainet.com).

. « Send a much needed contribution to the 2004 Socialist :

Workers Campaign, earmarked for rebuilding the
fire-damaged campaign office. The funds will go to ]
meet the $3,500 in expenses necessary to purchase )
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construction materials, office equipment, and books
damaged in the September 11 fire.

‘ Speak out in defense of political rights

Protest the September 11, 2004 arson attack on the Socialist
Workers 2004 campaign headquarters in Hazleton, PA.
Defend the right to participate in politics through civil
discourse—free of harassment, intimidation, and violence.

Saturday, September 18, 7:30 P.M.

SWP Campaign office
69 N. Wyoming, Hazleton, PA

Initial Speakers: Rev. Douglas McKeeby, Trinity Lutheran
Church, Hazleton; Greg O'Connell, Attorney, Scranton; Arrin
Hawkins, Socialist Workers Candidate for vice president

Related articles:
Protest arson attacks in Pennsylvania

.l.f
¥

Printer-friendly version of this article

‘ Home | Text-version home
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TRANSCRIPT OF THREE TV-NEWS REPORTS ON FIREBOMBING OF
SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN OFFICE IN HAZELTON,
PENNSYLVANIA, SEPTEMBER 11, 2004 [-15

FIRST NEWS REPORT—WNEP, Channel 16, ABC affiliate in Scranton,
Pennsylvania, Newswatch 16:

ANCHOR: Newswatch Sixteen’s Bob Reynolds reports those workers are
frustrated by the mess left behind.

BOB REYNOLDS: Boards cover some of the windows in front of the Socialist
Workers campaign headquarters in Hazleton. Inside you can see the
damage caused by Saturday’s fire: charred books, wood and campaign
materials.

Are your underpinnings have anything to do with communists such as
Lenin and Marx?

TIM MAILHOT, SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR U.S. CONGRESS
' IN HAZLETON: Yes.

REYNOLDS: So are you a communist organization?

MAILHOT: Yes.

REYNOLDS: That’s one reason officials here believe they were targeted by an
arsonist. They quote investigators as saying a brick wrapped with a
flammable material was thrown through a window. Quick work by the
fire department prevented it from spreading to two upstairs
apartments. '

MAILHOT: Whoever did this doesn’t have the confidence or guts to come up and
say what they think or debate or discuss anything in public. .

BRIAN TAYLOR, SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE
FROM PENNSYLVANIA: And I actually do believe that this attack
has to do--it has to do directly with the fact that this is the Socialist
Workers campaign. We believe that humanity is capable of better than
what’s organized under capitalism today.
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REYNOLDS: Some of the people here want to be Vice-president, a U.S. Senator
and Congressman, but none are on the Pennsylvania ballot. They’re
angry, they say the attack was launched because they‘re not in the
political mainstream.
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SECOND NEWS REPORT—WBRE, Channel 28, NBC affiliate, Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania, 28 News:

ANCHOR: The target of an arson attack. 28 News reporter, Brandy Meng joins us
with the latest on that investigation.

BRANDY MENG: Well Andy, as of now the Hazleton Police Department and Fire
Department have no comment on the arson investigation part of it.
The only thing they will say is that there was a fire and that a truck
was dispatched to 69 Wyoming Street early Saturday morning,

BRIAN TAYLOR, SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE
FROM PENNSYLVANIA: we don’t know who actually carried out
the attack. . .

MENG: In the early morning hours of September 11 the Hazleton Fire Department
responded to a fire here at 69 N. Wyoming Street, the 2004 Campaign
Headquarters of the Socialist Workers Party.

TAYLOR: We demand that whoever did carry out this attack gets prosecuted to
the fullest extent of the law.

MENG: Brian Taylor, Socialist candidate for the United State Senate, says this was
a direct attack on the party’s right to free speech.

TAYLOR: That a brick with a fire making attachment to it, whatever you want to
call it, is an attack on this headquarters, an attack on the rights of any
single person who might choose to turn right when they’re going
down Wyoming and come in.

MENG: Vice-presidential candidate for the Socialist Workers Party Arrin Hawkins
says she was in Miami when the fire happened and as soon as she
heard about it she came to support the local representatives.

ARRIN HAWKINS, SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR U.S. VICE-
PRESIDENT IN 2004: These kind of attacks come out of the, you
know, the polarization that’s taking place. As increasingly the
coarseness of politics on the part of the ruling families in the country,
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this is a part of trying to shut down the political space for workers
. here in this country to discuss out politics, things in our interests.

MENG: Now the investigating officer is on vacation and no one else really would
comment if this was indeed a case of arson. However, on Saturday at
7 o’clock, there will be a free speech rally for anyone who wants to
come out and help drum up support and also help donate to help fix
some of the problems that were caused in this fire.

ANCHOR: And the question is this in America freedom of speech is number one,
of our biggest rights so they have a right, if that is an arson fire,
hopefully they’ll track them down.

MENG: Yes, they want justice to be done.

ANCHOR: Okay Brandy, thank you.
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THIRD NEWS REPORT—WYLN, Channel 35, Hazleton, Pennsylvania,

‘ Newswatch 35:

DOUG FARLEY, ANCHOR: Elsewhere in the City of Hazleton, the campaign
headquarters for the Socialist Workers Party was the target of an arson
attack. In the early morning hours of Saturday an unknown person or
persons apparently threw a brick with an incendiary material attached
to it in a plastic bag through the front window of the headquarters at
69 North Wyoming Street. No one was injured during the incident and
an alert resident called 911 before the fire got out of control. Today
members of the Party, joined by area clergy, spoke out against such
acts of violence and intolerance of differing beliefs. The party expects
to take the incident to a national level.

REV. DOUGLAS MCKEEBY, PASTOR, TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
HAZLETON (In background): This again can not be tolerated...

ARRIN HAWKINS, SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR VICE-
PRESIDENT IN 2004: After this I would continue to campaign, in
. fact, I was just in Miami when this happened and was asked to come
up and where we go for the next several weeks this will be a part of
explaining the broader political attacks on working people.

FARLEY: the Socialist Party is asking for public and the city’s help in the quick
apprehension of those involved.
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DECLARATION

I, Frank Forrestal, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the
Socialist Workers Party, the Socialist Workers party's National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Elections campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.
1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth here.

. 2.0n July 13, 2005, 6:00 PM, upon entering the offices of "Pathfinder
Books" at 4229 South Central, Los Angeles, CA 90011, I found a large hole
in the storefront window and shattered glass throughout the book display
room, on the stairs leading up to the 1oft office, and on the loft floor itself. I
could not find the projectile, but it was clear that the window was hit with
force. The impact caused pieces of glass to travel about 30 feet. Fortunately
no one was in the book center when the attack took place. Attached is a
digitized photo of the vandalized window. The address is known in Los
Angeles as the headquarters of the Socialist Workers Election Campaign,
and the location where the Socialist Workers Party distributes Pathfinder
literature. :

I reported the vandal attack to the storefront window on July 13 to the
Newton Police Community Police Station at 3400 South Central Avenue, -
Los Angeles, California 90011, Tel: 323-846-6547. I have attached the
preliminary investigation report filed by Los Angeles Police Officer, J. Gil.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed July 13, 2005 in Los Angeles, California.

Fm(c %M

Frank Forrestal
July 13, 2005
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Vandals attack SWP office in L.A.

BY FRANK FORRESTAL

LOS ANGELES—Vandals broke one of the storefront
windows of Pathfinder Books here in a July 13 attack. The
address is known in the city as the headquarters of the
Socialist Workers Party election campaign and the location
where socialist literature is distributed.

No one was in the book center when the attack took place.
The impact from the attack sent shattered glass flying 30
feet. A preliminary report was filed with the Los Angeles
Police Department that day.

In May the Socialist Workers campaign was told by the U.S.
postal inspector here that “hate mail” had been sent to its
address. '

In response to the attack, Wendy Lyons, who was the
Socialist Workers Party 2005 candidate for mayor of Los
Angeles in the recently concluded elections, said,
“fortunately no one was seriously injured in the attack. We
condemn this assault and call for a full investigation and to
arrest those responsible. We will not be intimidated, and will
continue to join struggles by workers and farmers and
campaign for a revolutionary working-class perspective.”

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home
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. DECLARATION

I, Michael Baumann, a member and supporter of the Socialist
Workers Party for four decades, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the Socialist Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party's National
Campaign Committee and the committees supporting the candidates of the
Socialist Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain dlsclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. A one-gallon can of white paint about one-quarter full was
overturned and left standing on the trunk of my car, parked in the driveway
in front of my house. Next to the car, on the grass, lay a full-size furled
American flag.

: 2. This occurred sometime between 10:00pm August 12 and 4:10am
.August 13, 2007, at 55 West Montrose Avenue, South Orange, New Jersey,
07079.

_ 3. I am well known in the neighborhood and at the packinghouse
. where I work (Thumann’s, Dell Road, Carlstadt, NJ) as a supporter of the
Socialist Workers Party. Additionally, I drove this car to Morristown, NJ,
July 28, for a highly polarized demonstration in support of immigrant rights.
The car served as one of the main vehicles to transport supporters of the
party, the Militant newspaper, and party campaign literature.

4. My wife, Jane Harris, saw the results of the incident, as did two
officers from the South Orange Police Department. I called the police when I
returned from work the afternoon of August 13. Pedro Ranero of Ranero's
Auto Body, 569 Ocean Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey, 07305, removed
the white paint later that week.

5. A copy of the South Orange police report is attached, as is a photo
of the paint-stained car.

I declare under penalty of perjury the statement above is true and !
correct. Executed October 27, 2008, in South Orange, New Jersey. !

. Michael Baumann |

October 27,2008 .
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DECLARATION

lona Gersh, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Election
Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. When I and other supporters of the SWP arrived at the headquarters of the SWP in
Chicago at 3557 S. Archer Avenue on Sunday, September 23, 2007 we found graffiti
written in black marker on the front window. It said “NIGGER FAGS”.

2. The graffiti was written on the window above copies of the Militant newspaper, which
had a headline that week reading: “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop the charges now!” and
“Jena 6 fight resonates widely”. In addition to the Militant, books by Malcolm X, Che
Guevara and others published by Pathfinder Press.

3. The Militant newspaper is distributed from the SWP headquarters, which is also the hall
of the weekly Militant Labor Forum series of public meetings that discuss social and
political issues of interest to working people.

4. Some regular participants in Militant Labor Forums attended the September 20 protest in

. Jena, Louisiana.
5

. A police report on the defacement was filed with the 9 District of the Chicago Police
Department.

6. The director of the Militant Labor Forum released a statement to the press in the
afternoon. The local CBS-TV affiliate on channel 2 covered the vandalism in its lead
story on the 10 o’clock news.

7. A mailing was sent to prominent individuals and organizations who support democratic
rights.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 15, 2007 in Chicago, Illinois.

U sl

Ilona Gersh .
October 15, 2007_



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 773-890-0910 OR 773-724-0958

WINDOW OF MILITANT LABOR FORUM DEFACED WITH RACIST
GRAFFITI

The storefront window of the Militant Labor Forum Hall, located
at 3557 S. Archer Avenue in Chicago, was defaced with racist graffiti
saying “NIGGER FAG?”. This was scrawled on the window in Black ink
above copies of the Militant newspaper displayed in the window.
Headlines of the current issue read: “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop the
charges now!” and “Jena 6 fight resonates widely.”

The Militant is a weekly newspaper distributed from the Militant
Labor Forum Hall, which sponsors a weekly series of public meetings
on social and political issues of interest to working people. Recent
forums have addressed the second anniversary of the social crisis
following Hurricane Katrina, defense of the Planned Parenthood clinic
in Aurora, and the fight against police brutality in Chicago.

Laura Anderson, director of the Chicago Militant Labor Forum said,
“Our meeting this week is a panel discussion of participants in last week’s
massive march in Jena that demanded justice for the Jena 6. The meeting
will report on what happened and discuss what to do next in the fight against
racism, from Jena to Chicago. Forum participants will not be intimidated by
this attempt to silence us. In response to this racist threat, we plan to step up

publicity.”

-30-
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CBS-TV Channel 2 —- 10pm News Lead Story Sunday, September 23,
2007

Socialist Group Faces Slurs After Jena 6
Support

Socialist Group Says Not Surprised By Racial and Anti-Gay Slurs

Katie McCall

Reporting

(CBS) CHICAGO The hateful graffiti included two of the ugliest words in
the English language. The mess is cleaned up, but the anger remains, as CBS
2’s Katie McCall reports.

The window is now cleaned up, but the paper’s supéorters say itis a
reminder that some here in Chicago are not happy about the support

‘they are showing for the Jena 6.

People who meet at this office say they were not that surprised when they
arrived Sunday and found racial and anti-gay slurs painted on the window of
the home of the Militant Labor Forum, a socialist rights group that meets
and publishes The Militant, a socialist newspaper.

“It was actually a threat to the militant labor forum and to what was in the
newspaper, so we think it was a political attack,” said Laura Anderson, a
member of the forum.

While members tell CBS 2 they are used to facing challenges to their views,
they think this time they were targeted because the current edition of their
paper calls for the charges against the Louisiana teens known as the Jena 6
to be dropped.

“I think directly it's a result of the huge success of the demonstration in
Jena,” said Dennis Richter, Socialist Workers Party Chairman. “The
estimates of 40-60,000, it must have been over a thousand from Chicago
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itself, made such a big statement in Jena for justice, it means that it does
provoke those who oppose that.”

Several forum members took the trip down to Jena, La. to demand justice for
the six African-American teens charged in the beating of a white teen. The
fight took place after nooses were placed on a tree outside their high school.

Like the people who made those nooses, the forum group says someone in
Chicago is trying to intimidate them.

“That's a calling card, “said social activist Leroy Watson. “They don't do it
out of strength, they do it out of weakness. That's their calling card, but
we're going to push on with Jena, and any other fights.”

Police have taken a report from the paper. So far they do not have any
suspects. :
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Chicago ‘Militant’ supporters
respond to racist vandalism

(feature article)

' BY DENNIS RICHTER

CHICAGO—Organizers of the Militant Labor Forum here are
responding to racist vandalism against their hall which they say is a direct
result of their support for the Jena Six.

The storefront window of the hall was defaced with racist and anti-
gay graffiti September 23. Slurs were scrawled on the window in black
. marker above copies of the Militant newspaper displayed in the window.
The headline of the Militant read: “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop the charges
now!”

The windows also display a T-shirt demanding justice for the Jena
Six, and books by Malcolm X, Che Guevara, and.others published by
Pathfinder Press. The hall serves as the meeting place for the Militant Labor
Forum, a weekly workers’ political meeting organized by supporters of th
Militant. :

Forum participants went on busses from Chicago to a-September 20
march and rally in Jena, Louisiana. They’ve also been involved in struggles
against police brutality and racist attacks in this city. An August 24 forum
protesting cop killings featured relatives of youth gunned down by Chicago
police.

“Forum participants will not be intimidated by this attempt to silence
us,” said forum director Laura Anderson in a September 23 press release. “In
response to this threat, we plan to step up sales of the Militant newspaper
and build this week’s Militant Labor Forum.”

. The September 28 forum will be a panel of speakers who attended the
march in Jena. The forum topic is “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop the charges
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now! What can be done next in the fight against racism—from Jena to
Chicago.” Panelists include Shakria Hall, a Chicago State University
student; Ashunda Harris, aunt of Aaron Harrison, who was shot in the back
by the Chicago cops; Fred Riley, an electrician; and Anderson.

The local CBS affiliate carried as its top story on the September 23
10:00 p.m. news a report by Katie McCall from outside the Militant Labor
Forum hall. She interviewed forum participants who were there that night.

“Whoever did this did it out of weakness,” Leroy Watson, a meat
packer who attended the march in Jena told the reporter. “They left their
calling card to intimidate us, but we are going to push ahead with our
support for the Jena Six, and get involved in any other fights that break out.”

The newscast can be viewed at
http://cbs2chicago.com/video/?id=35828@wbbm.dayport.com.
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Forum in Chicago protests racist vandalism

BY ILONA GERSH

CHICAGO—Supporters of the Militant here defended their right to
hold public meetings without political harassment with a successful
September 28 Militant Labor Forum. The forum, part of a weekly series of
workers’ political meetings, was titled “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop the
charges now! What can be done next in the fight against racism—From Jena
to Chicago?”

Racist and anti-gay graffiti were scrawled on the window of the
Militant Labor Forum hall above a display of copies of the Militant
September 23. The headline of the paper read: “Justice for the Jena 6! Drop
the charges now!” The windows also displayed a T-shirt demanding justice
~ for the Jena Six, and books by Malcolm X, Che Guevara, and others
published by Pathfinder Press.

The forum, called before the racist attack, was a panel discussion by
participants who went as part of a Chicago contingent of 1,000 to a
September 20 march and rally in Jena, Louisiana.

Shakria Hall, a student at Chicago State University, told the audience
of nearly 30 that her grandmother and mother were worried for her safety in
Jena. “Mom said, ‘Someone else can go,’” she said. “But what if everyone
had said that during the civil rights movement? Where would we be today?
It’s up to us now. It’s up to the young people of the world.”

Ashunda Harris, the aunt of 18-year-old Aaron Harrison who was
killed by Chicago cops in August, explained how solidarity can unite
different struggles for justice. She reported that her sister, Aaron’s mother,
was headed to the forum earlier that evening, but heard the news of another
killing on Chicago’s south side and went there instead to give solidarity to
the family.
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“We need to give people a way to respond to what is happening,” said
Harris. “If there’s no action posed, there will be no results. Everybody has to
join forces. All of our causes are basically the same.” She voiced support for
an upcoming rally in support of the Planned Parenthood clinic in Aurora,
Illinois, which anti-abortion forces want to prevent from opening. “We need
that clinic so that we can make choices,” she said. “Having a child or not
should be a woman’s choice.”

“The only difference between Jena and Chicago is a bus ride,” said
Laura Anderson of the Socialist Workers Party. She pointed out that the
fight against racism is not new, but follows decades of struggle from Radical
Reconstruction following the Civil War to the civil rights movement of the
1960s. “We need to win more fights, build solidarity where anyone is
fighting for dignity.”

Anderson also spoke about a recent rash of arrests and killing of Black
youth by cops in Chicago.

A CBS-TV news report of the vandalism against the Militant Labor
Forum hall was shown at the beginning of the program, and after a lively
discussion, $125 was collected to help defray the costs of the forum’s
defense.
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TEXT OF E-MAILING TO ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS
THAT SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

Last Sunday, September 23, the storefront window of the Militant Labor
Forum Hall, located at 3557 S. Archer Avenue in Chicago, was defaced with
racist graffiti saying “NIGGER FAG”. This was scrawled on the window in
Black ink above copies of the Militant newspaper displayed in the window.
Headlines of the current issue read: “Justice for the Jena 6' Drop the charges
now!” and “Jena 6 fight resonates widely.”

The Militant is a weekly newspaper distributed from the Militant Labor
Forum Hall, which sponsors a weekly series of public meetings on social
and political issues of interest to working people. Recent forums have
addressed the second anniversary of the social crisis following Hurricane
Katrina, defense of the Planned Parenthood clinic in Aurora, and the fight
against police brutality in Chicago.

Laura Anderson, director of the Chicago Militant Labor Forum said, “Our
meeting this week is a panel discussion of participants in last week’s
massive march in Jena that demanded justice for the Jena 6. The meeting
will report on what happened and discuss what to do next in the fight against
racism, from Jena to Chicago. Forum participants will not be intimidated by -
this attempt to silence us. In response to this racist threat, we plan to step up
publicity.”

CBS TV Channel 2 carried as its top story on the Sunday night 10 o clock
"news our response to the vandalism. The video can be viewed at:

http://cbs2chicago.com/video/?id=35828@wbbm.dayport.com

Attached is the full transcript of the news story and the leaflet for the forum..

% de ik

"WE URGE YOU TO ATTEND AND BUILD the MILITANT LABOR
FORUM this Friday, September 28 at 7:30pm. It will discuss:

JUSTICE FOR THE JENA 6! DROP THE CHARGES NOW! What can be
done next in the fight against racism -- from Jena to Chicago?

Panelists include: Shakria Hall, CSU student; Ashunda Harris, aunt of Aaron
Harrison who was killed by Chicago cops; Fred Riley, electrician; Laura
Anderson, Socialist Workers Party; others.
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It will be at the Militant Labor Forum Hall, 3557 S. Archer Ave., Chicago IL
60609, between Damen and Western; across from the 35" and Archer stop
on the orange line. There will be simultaneous translation to Spanish. There

is a suggested donation of $5, which goes to expenses of organizing and
publicizing the forums.
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DECLARATION

1, Betsy Farley, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On March 19, 2008, I arrived at the Socialist Workers campaign
headquarters at 3557 S Archer Ave in Chicago along with other campaign
supporters to find the front window display vandalized with anti-immigrant
graffiti. Displayed in the window was a sign that read “Build the May Day
March! Legalization for all immigrants! Socialist Workers Campaign.” This
is the campaign headquarters in Chicago for the Socialist Workers Party
candidates Roger Calero and Alyson Kennedy for president and vice-

president, as well as Illinois Socialist Workers candidates for US Senate and
US Congress.

2.1 filed a police report on the vandalism on March 19, 2008.

3. As of September 16, 2008, no one has been arrested for the crime,
nor have the police informed me of any leads or suspects.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on September 16, 2008 in Chicago, Illinois.

Gz dy,

Betsy Farley
September 22, 2008
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Workers in Chicago: ‘All out on May Day!’
Anti-immigrant graffiti attack on
socialist campaign hall draws protests

Militant photos by Laura Anderson

Some 60 people picket outside Wheatland Tube
factory March 19 in Chicago after company there
fired 17 workers who protested bosses’ use of no-
match letters to intimidate workers. Right, anti-
immigrant graffiti smeared on front window of
Socialist Workers Campaign hall. The campaign
held = meeting there to protest the rightist attack.

BY ILONA GERSH

CHICAGO—The front window of the lllinois Socialist Workers Campaign
headquarters was defaced with anti-immigrant graffiti March 19. “Buy a
wetback” someone scrawled on the window. At the center of the display inside
the window was a campaign poster that read, “Build the May Day march!
Legalization for all immigrants!” Also in the window were leaflets for the May
Day action here, as well as copies of the Militant.

The socialist candidates and their supporters are organizing along with
coworkers to not go to work May 1 and instead to join the noontime rally for
immigrant rights that has been called by many organizations in the region.
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Betsy Farley, the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Senate, released a
statement on the vandalism. "My campaign will not be intimidated from
supporting legalization for all immigrants and protesting every instance of
immigration raids and deportations. This is not only an attack on my campaign. It
is a threat against everyone who supports the right of immigrants to equal
treatment, their right to work in this country, and their right to organize unions.”

The vandalism comes in the context of stepped-up activities in support of the
rights of immigrants in the Chicago area. These include a picket line of 60
workers and family members at Wheatland Tube Company, protesting the firing
of workers who received no-match letters (See article on this page).

Farley was the featured speaker at the Militant Labor Forum two days after the
attack on the campaign offices. “Winning the majority of workers to support and
fight for legalization is a life-and death-question for the labor movement today,”
Farley said. “This is an essential part of transforming the unions into fighting
organizations of our class.”

“We need a party of our own, a labor party, based on a fighting union movement,
that can mobilize the potential power of our class to defend our interests against
the bosses and their government.”

“All of the Democratic and Republican candidates havé anti-immigrant positions,”
Farley said. “Our campaign joins with millions of workers in this country who call
for the immediate, unconditional legalization of all immigrants.”

Farley said that in the mattress factory where she works as a sewing machine
operator, the majority of workers left work to join the massive May 1 march in
Chicago last year. “I will not be working on May Day this year,” the socialist
explained. “Already in our shop workers are beginning to discuss taking the day
off to join the noon rally and march this May 1."

Several messages of support were read at the forum. Rosi Carrasco of the
Chicago-based Latino Organization of the Southwest, said, “We have to show
solidarity with the Socialist Workers Party and all organizations that raise their
voice for the rights of workers and the immigrant community. We denounce those
racist and anti-immigrant attacks that try to quiet our voices.”

Raymundo Reyes, a leader of the Association of Immigrants of indiana, wrote,
“We condemn the attack and we stand with you, because if they attack one, they
attack us all... . Papers for alll And with strength and unity, let's march on May
1stl”

The socialists ask that messages be sent to city officials demanding that the
Chicago police arrest and prosecute whoever carried out the March 19 act of
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vandalism against the lllinois Socialist Workers Campaign offices, located at
3557 S. Archer Ave. in Chicago.

Messages should be sent to: Superintendent of Police Jody P. Weis, Chicago
Police Department, 3510 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60653; email:
police@cityofchicago.org; and to Mayor Richard Daley, Office of the Mayor, City
Hall, 121 N. LaSalle St., Room 507, Chicago, IL 60602, fax: (312) 744-8045.
Send a copy to the campaign at chicagos
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2008

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 773-890-0910 OR 773-315-7712

WINDOW OF ILLINOIS SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN OFFICE
DEFACED WITH ANTI-IMMIGRANT GRAFFITI

SOCIALIST WORKERS CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE VOWS TO
CONTINUE THE FIGHT TO DEFEND IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

The storefront window of the Socialist Workers Campaign located at
3557 South Archer Avenue in Chicago was defaced with anti-immigrant
graffiti today. “BUY A WETBACK” was scrawled on the window in blue
ink. At the center of the window display was a sign that reads: “Build the
May Day March! Legalization for all immigrants! Socialist Workers
Campaign.”

Also prominent in the window was a leaflet building the May 1%
march in Chicago, which demands legalizétion for all, nc; raids, no
deportations, a stop to no-match letters, and no separation of families. In
addition, the socialist newsweekly Militant displayed in the front window
carries a headline that says, “Chicago conference plans actions for
legalization.”

This is the second time the storefront has been vandalized. The first
occurred in Septeniber of 2007 following the mass protest march in Jena,

Louisiana.
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Betsy Farley, Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Senate said, “M}-'
campaign will not be intimidated from supporting legalization for all
immigrants and protesting every instance of ICE raids and deportations. We
will continue to build the May Day mobilization. This is not only an attack

on my campaign. It is a threat against everyone who defends the rights of

immigrant workers.”

-30-
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Illinois 2008 Socialist Workers Campaign Committee
3557 S. Archer Ave.

Chicago, IL 60609

773-890-1190

Mayor Richard Daley
Office of the Mayor

City Hall

121 N. LaSalle, Room 507
Chicago, I11. 60602

Dear Sir:

Sometime between the evening of March 18 and the afternoon of
March 19 the storefront window of the Illinois Socialist Workers Campaign
Committee, located at 3557 South Archer Avenue in Chicago, was defaced
with anti-immigrant graffiti. “BUY A WETBACK” was scrawled on the
window in blue ink. At the center of the window display was a sign that
reads: “Build the May Day March! Legalization for all immigrants! Socialist
Workers Campaign.” |

Also prominent in the window was a leaflet announcing the May 1%
march in Chicago, which demands legalization for all, no raids, no
deportations, a stop to no-match letters, and no separation of families. In
addition, the socialist newsweekly The Militant displayed in the front
window carried a headline that said, “Chicago conference plans actions for
legalization.”

This is the second time in the last six months that the storefront has
been vandalized. The first incident occurred in September 2007 following
the mass protest march in Jena, Louisiana.

We request that your office use its influence to ensure that the
Chicago Police Department does its utmost to apprehend and prosecute
those responsible for this deed.

Sincerely,

Dennis Richter
Illinois 2008 Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee



Illinois 2008 Socialist Workers Campaign Committee
3557 S. Archer Ave.

Chicago, IL 60609

773-890-1190

Jody P. Weis
Superintendent of Police
Chicago Police Department
3510 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60653

Dear Sir:

Sometime between the evening of March 18 and the afternoon of
March 19 the storefront window of the Illinois Socialist Workers Campaign
Committee, located at 3557 South Archer Avenue in Chicago, was defaced
with anti-immigrant graffiti. “BUY A WETBACK” was scrawled on the
window in blue ink. At the center of the window display was a sign that
reads: “Build the May Day March! Legalization for all immigrants! Socialist
Workers Campaign.”

Also prominent in the window was a leaflet announcing the May 1*
march in Chicago, which demands legalization for all, no raids, no
deportations, a stop to no-match letters, and no separation of families. In
addition, the socialist newsweekly The Militant displayed in the front
window carried a headline that said, “Chicago conference plans actions for
legalization.”

This is the second time in the last six months that the storefront has
been vandalized. The first incident occurred in September 2007 following
the mass protest march in Jena, Louisiana.

We request that your department do its utmost to apprehend and
prosecute those responsible for this deed.

Sincerely,

s/Dennis Richter

Dennis Richter

Illinois 2008 Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee
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Message from Rosi Carrasco, Latino Organization of the Southwest,
March 10 Coalition, Chicago.

Nosotros tenemos que manifestar solidaridad con el Partido Socialist de los
Trabajadores y todos las organizaciones que llevan su voz por los derechos
de los trabajadores y de la comunidad inmigrante. Denunciamos esos
ataques racista y anti-inmigrante que quieran callar nuestros voces.

Seguimos luchando por una sociadad mas humana y mas justa. Lastimamos
este hecho de vandalismo. No nos podemos permitir este tipo de acciones.

Viva la clase trabajado, y viva la comunidad inmigrante!

Rosi Carrasco

We have to show solidarity with the Socialist Workers Party and all
organizations that raise their voice for the rights of workers and the
immigrant community. We denounce those racist and anti-immigrant attacks
that try to quiet our voices.

We will continue ﬁghtmg for a more humane and more just society. We
regret this act of vandalism. We cannot allow these kinds of actions.

Long live the working class, long live the immigrant community!

Rosi Carrasco
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I, Laura Garza, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Flections Commission for an advisory oninian that the Socialist Workers Party, the
Socialist Workers Party's Nationa! Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting ihe candidaies of ihe Socialisi Workers Parly are eniiifed (o an
‘exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Elections Campaign
Act.

| make thns statement on the basis of personal knowledge:

1. Ou September 12, 20603 suppuiicrs of my campaign for City Councii Ai-
Large in Boston arrived at the campaign headquarters at 122 Bennington St.,
2™ floor. East Boston. MA. 02128, and found that flvers that had been posted
up on the bulletin board outside the door to our office had been ripped un. :
There were three flyers, one adveitising an event to be held at the site oii the
socialist election campaign in Boston, another with the piatform of the
campaign, and a third was a flyer for Pathfinder Books which we had on
display in the campaign offices

b gl .

N

On Sepiember i35, 2003 I arrived at the campaign headquariers and found that
a plexiglass sign cover, on the downstairs entrance to the building, that had
the hours listed when someone could come into the headquarters to see the
bocks and information available had been ripped off the wall to which it had
been attached. Only a smail piece of e plasiic remained, where i bad been
screwed nto wall. | made a note ot these mcidents and | spoke with other
tenants who shared the premises on the second floor, including Loretta
Ciccia from the East Boston Dental Chinic, who explaned they had not seen
whiat had Liappened.

3. On November 14, 2004 I arrived at the socialist campaign headquarters at 12
Rennington St., 2™ floar, East Boston, MA, 02128, and found that the
plexiglass sign cover on the first floor building entrance with our hours
advertised, wiich we had repiaced afier 1 had been desiroyed, was once
again missing. It had obviously been ripped oft the wall, with only fragments
remaining where pieces of it had been screwed into the wall. When [ went
upstairs I saw that the flyer that had been posted on the bulletin board, next to
oui office door, hiad been turned around so that the blank side was faciiiy vui.
The flyer was advertising a Militant Labor Forum to be heid on Nov. {9 titied
The Housing Question, and featuring myself, Laura Garza, as the speaker. |
was identified on the flyer as a recent candidate of the Socialist Workers
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Party. I had been the candidate for Massachusetts State Representative in
district 1, the district covering East Boston, and had heen listed as such on the

November 2004 ballot. I made a note of this incident and I spoke with
ienanis i the building who share premmises on the 2™ floor, including ihose
from the East Boston Dental Center, and the pastor of the Pentecostal Church
of God. The pastor saw said she had noticed that the plexiglass sign
dowmnstairs had been destroyed and spoke with me about it as we both
exainiiied the evideiice of tie reiiiaiis of the sigi. Neithe she, ior tlic two
women [ spoke with from the dentai center, inciuding Loretta Ciccia, had
seen what had transpired.
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I, Frank Forrestal, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exception from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On June 30, 2005, the office manager of Pathfinder Books, where
the the Socialist Workers campaign maintained an office along with
Pathfinder Books in Los Angeles, was sent a letter from the U.S. Department
of Justice, 312 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles (see attached). The letter
informed us that the organizations were a “likely victim of crime.” It
informed us that we had been targeted by threatening ‘hate mail’ from
Stanley C. Jaroszenski, who had had also sent ‘hate mail’ to others in the
Los Angeles area. The letter informed us that Jaroszenski was being
prosecuted for charges characterized as “Civil nghts -- Racial Violence,
including Hate Crimes.”

2. Stanley C. Jaroszenski was arrested on charges of mailing some 56
letters denouncing Jews, Blacks, Latinos, Asians and homosexuals to a
spectrum of elected officials and private individuals (See attached news
articles from Los Angeles Times and Daily Breeze). The recipients included
Los Angeles Police Chief William Bratton, U.S. Representative Linda
Sanchez, Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the Anti-Defamation League,
various individuals, and, according to the Department of Justice, the
Pathfinder Books and Socialist Workers Party office.

The press reports and Department of Justice letter informed us that 52
of the 56 letters contained hypodermic needles. Two years ago Jaroszenki
was acquitted of causing anthrax scares at two schools, according to the
Breeze.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

. correct. Executed on July 6, 2005 in Los Angeles.

Fﬁ(ﬁ‘du

Frank Forrestal
July 6, 2005
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p- Al
Man accused of mailing hate letters to Jews

Crime: Redondo Beach woman was among the recipients. Other

minority groups were targeted, as were the L.A. police chief and a
legislator

Larry Altman

A Los Angeles man acquitted two years ago of causing anthrax scares at
two schools was arrested Monday on suspicion of sending dozens of hate-filled
letters to Jews and other minorities, including a Redondo Beach woman.

Stanley C. Jaroszenski, 64, who also went by the name "Stan Jay," was

charged by a federal grand jury that handed down a 117-count indictment
against him Thursday.

"It makes me feel like the system of justice is working. When you do
something that violates people's safety, you have to pay for it," said Gila Katz,
who, as executive director of the Klein Chaplaincy Service in Redondo Beach,
received one of the letters with anti- Semitic messages on the envelope.

The felony indictment alleges that Jaroszenski sent 56 threatening letters, 52
of which contained hypodermic syringes with needles attached. Sixty-one .
misdemeanor counts of mailing injurious articles pertain to the needles.

According to the indictment, one of the victims was Los Angeles Police
Chief William Bratton, whose letter was addressed to "child molester."
According to the indictment, the sender wrote "deadly Chinese bird flu" on the
exterior of the envelope and inserted a hypodermic syringe and needle inside.
A spokeswoman said it was not likely the chief saw it because he has assistants
who open his mail.

Other victims included:

* U.S. Rep. Linda Sanchez, whose Lakewood office was evacuated when it
received an enveloped marked with "CIA to Kill Sanchez."

* Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, where a floor was evacuated after a letter
marked "Chinese Poison + Cancer in Your Body N-O-W!" arrived in the mail.

* The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement office in Savannah,
Ga., which received an envelope that said, "KPFK sez: Kill Jews!"
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Most of the victims were average citizens. Although most of the letters
contained anti-Semitic messages such as "A good Jew is a dead Jew," others
attacked Muslims, Koreans, Chinese, other ethnic groups and gays.

| The messages, written in red ink, were received at homes, businesses and
community institutions across Los Angeles and neighboring cities, primarily
from February to April.

"It was pretty frightening," Katz said. "It made me very angry. When you
pick up something like this in the mail, you see it and you are shocked."

The charges against Jaroszenski carry a maximum sentence of up to 341
years in federal prison.

The Anti-Defamation League of Los Angeles issued a statement Monday
saying it applauded the U.S. Attorney's Office for making the arrest. The
organization received dozens of calls from recipients of the letters.

"Community members were understandably upset when they received this
hateful mail," the ADL's regional director, Amanda Susskind, said in a
statement. "We were able to reassure them that the letters were part of a series
of mass mailings and did not seem to be targeting anyone individually. We
worked closely with law enforcement to bring the perpetrator to justice."

The case was investigated by the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, the FBI
and the Los Angeles Police Department.

"I am grateful to the law enforcement officials who worked diligently on
this investigation that resulted in today's arrest," Sanchez said in a statement. "I
am pleased with how my staff handled the situation last year."

Jaroszenski appeared in U.S. District Court on Monday and was ordered to
undergo a competency evaluation. A doctor will be selected by Friday and
Jaroszenski was held in federal custody, U.S. Attorney's Office spokesman
Thom Mrozek said.

Jaroszenski faced similar charges two years ago, but a federal jury acquitted
him of allegations that he sent phony "anthrax" letters to two Los Angeles
elementary schools.

When he was arrested, authorities said he had sent dozens of threatening
letters to schools, police departments, banks and corporations.
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. The letters had the word "anthrax" written in red ink on the backs of
envelopes. None of them actually contained anthrax.
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L.A. Man Held in String of Threatening Letters

A Los Angeles man was arrested Monday on charges of mailing 56
threatening letters denouncing Jews, blacks, Latinos, Asians and homosexuals
to a spectrum of private citizens and public officials.

Most of the letters that Stanley C. Jaroszenski is accused of sending also
contained hypodermic syringes with needles, authorities said.

Jaroszenski, 64, was taken into custody without incident at his downtown
residence after being named in a 117-count federal grand jury indictment
accusing him of mailing threatening letters and injurious devices.

Last June, federal officials said, the field office of Rep. Linda T. Sanchez

(D-Lakewood) was evacuated after one such letter arrived, warning, "CIA to
kill Sanchez."

In February, they said, one floor of Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was
evacuated after a letter arrived declaring "Kill Chinese murderers" and
"Chinese Poison + Cancer in Your Body N-O-W."

Thirty-two letters threatened Jews and typically contained the message: "A
good Jew is a dead Jew."

The most recent letter, mailed April 2, was sent to Los Angeles Police
Chief William J. Bratton and accused him of being a child molester.
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U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attornay’s Office (USAQ)
Victim-Witness Asslstance Program (VWAP)
312 N. Spring Street, Ste. 1300

Los Angeles, California 80012

VWAP Phone: 1-888-228-0316

VWAP Fax: (213) 534-7376

VNS Call Gontor: 1-866-385-4968

VNS internet Access: www.notlfy.usdoj.gov

Juna 30, 2005

Office Manager
Pathfinder Books

4220 South Central
Los Angeles, CA 90011

RE: UNITED STATES v, STANLEY C. JAROSZENSKI
Dear Office Manager:

Pursuant to fadsral law, you are entitied tn be notified of the court proceedings refating to the criminal
litigation of this case, This letter is !o inform you of.the following:

The followinq Information concems USAD Gase 2006R01200 and Court Docket Number CR 05-559:

The enciased informatian provides instructions for accessing the Victim Nolification System (VNS) wabsite
or the VNS Call Center. You will need a Victim ldentification Number MN) and Personal Identification
Number (PIN) Your VIN is "1089276" and your PIN i u 0712

Charges have been fiod agamst defendant(s). STANLEY C. JAROSZENSKI. by Indictment. The main
charge is catagarized as Civil Rights - Raclel Violence, Including Hats Crimes. The lead prasecuytor for
this ¢ase Is Assistant U.S, Attamey, TAMMY SPERTUS. Tha investigation inta this matter has revealed
you are a likely victim of the crime alleged in 'the charges. Please note that the chargas filed contain '
- allegations that a defandant has committed & crime.. Evefy defendant ie pmsumed innocent unti) and
unjess proven guitty beyond a reasonable doubt. - :

" The indictment alleges that defendant Stanley Jarosunski sent threataning lattors fo various addresses,
most of which contained hypoderrmc syrhgeo with neadles attached.

.Asacrmovocﬁm yuuhavemefollowng fights under 18 United States Code § 3771: '
(1) The right to be reasonably protected from the accused; (2) The right to reasonable, accurate, and
timely notice of any public court praceeding, or any parole proceeding, invelving the crime or of any
. release or escape of the accused; (3) The right not to be excluded from any such public court proceeding,

© uniess the court, after recelving clear and convincing evidence, detarmines that testimany by the victim

would be materlaly altered if-the victim heerd other testimony at that proceeding; (4) The right to be

_ reasonably heard at any pubiic procaeding in the district court involving release, plea, sentencing, or any

- parole proceeding; (5) The reasonablé right ta onfer with the attomaey for the Gavamiment In the case; (6)
i right to full and timely restitution as provided. in law; (7) TheTight to proceedings free from

: unreasonabie delay; (8) The rlgnt to be tmqtad wlth faimess-and with raspect for mevmm's dignity and

. pmmy

Wo mllmakeourbastaﬂomtoenswayou areacoorded me lights deccdbed Youcanseekme qdvlce
of an attomey with respect to these rlghts

3/6
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The Victim Notification System (VNS) is designed to pravide you with information regarding the casa as it
proceeds through the criminal justice system. You may obtain current information about this mattar on the
Intemet at WWW.Notify USDOJ.GOV or from the VNS Call Center at 1-866-DOJ-4YOU (1-886-365-4968)
(TDD/TTY: 1-866-228-4618) (Intemational: 1-502-213-2787). In addition, you may use the Cell Center or
Internet to ypdate your contact information and/ar change your decislon about participation in the
nolification program. You may use your Victim Identification Number {(VIN) and Parsonal idenification
Number (PIN) anytime you contact tha Call Center and the first time you log on to VNS on tha Internet. if
you hava ather questians which involve this matter, please contact the office listed above.

Veary truly yours,

Debra Wong Yang

_Unjled States Attomey

Jefreyy D. Alabaso

Jeffrey D. Alabaso
Viotim-Witness Assistance Program

4/8
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Declaration

I, Susan LaMont, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the
Socialist Workers Party, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the
committee supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Elections
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.

1. On June 5, 2004, I was part of a petitioning team in Meridian,
Mississippi, that was gathering signatures to put the 2004 Socialist Workers
ticket of Roger Calero and Arrin Hawkins on the ballot in that state. The
team consisted of Bill Arth from Atlanta, Cristal and Lawrence from Miami,
and myself.

2. We went to petition at the FoodMax where we got permission from
the store manager the previous weekend to petition in the parking lot. We
were also pétitioning at a nearby Stop and Save. It was a Saturday aftemoon.

3. I was walking around the parking lot at the Dollar General, which
was between the two big grocery stores, when an older farmer from

Lauderdale County stopped to see what the petitioning team was doing.

4. As he was finishing signing the petition, a down-and-out looking
white man walked by us, and said to the farmer, "Do you know what you
just did? You signed for communists!" At this point, Bill and Cristal came
up to where the farmer and I were standing. They explained that the same
white man had confronted Bill in front of the FoodMax and told Bill that he

‘hadn't seen any communists around Meridian for quite a while. He told Bill

that he wanted to "put a bullet in every one of [our] heads." He then went
inside the FoodMax and succeeded in convincing the management to ask us
to stop petitioning. He had followed Bill and Cristal over to where I was,
spewing his anticommunist views.

5. The old farmer told the hostile man, "Well, if you give me two
capitalists and two communists, I'll take the two communists every time." At
this point, the hostile man walked away. Meanwhile, I went overto talk toa -
Black man who was leaning against the Dollar General wall, taking all this
in. "That guy is in the KKK," he told me. I asked him if he knew him. "No,
but I've known people like that all my life," he replied and signed the
petition.
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6. Because of the nature of the hostile man's threats, we decided to
leave the shopping center and go elsewhere in Meridian to petition.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed June 6, 2004 in Birmingham, Alabama

. d—

Susan LaMont
June 6, 2004
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Mississippi: 2,200 sign to
put SWP slate on ballot

(feature article)

BY SUSAN LAMONT

AND ARLENE RUBENSTEIN
JACKSON, Mississippi—Supporters of the
Socialist Workers 2004 national ticket of
Réger Calero for U.S. president and Arrin
Hawkins for vice president made a big push
June 17-20 to get enough signatures to place
the socialist candidates on the Mississippi
ballot for the November elections. As of
June 20, they had collected more than 2,000
signatures, double the state requirement.

Campaigners from throughout the South are
petitioning in Jackson, the state capital and
Mississippi’s largest city. A second team of
campaign supporters is gathering signatures
in Pascagoula and Biloxi, two cities on the
Gulf of Mexico. A third team is doing the
same in Natchez.

“The response of students at Jackson State
University (JSU) has been fantastic,”
reported Nicole Sarmiento, Socialist
Workers candidate for U.S. Senate in
Florida, who came to support the petitioning
effort here along with other SWP
candidates from Florida, as well as
Alabama, Georgia, and Texas.

One JSU student, John Handy, told
Sarmiento that he agreed with the demand
“U.S. Troops Out of Iraq!” en the socialists’
campaign flyer. “This reminds me of the
students who were killed here over 30 years
ago, for protesting the Vietnam war,” he

http://www themilitant.com/2004/6825/682550.html
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said. “The history of this university is a
fighting history, and we’re still struggling for
civil rights.” He also noted that the 40th
anniversary of Freedom Summer is
approaching. That’s when thousands of
students from northern universities came to
the South to join the civil rights fight.
“You’ve come to the right place,” Handy
told the socialist petitioners.

Brian Williams, another SWP campaign
supporter, said many students at Jackson
State said they strongly agreed with the
demands by the Socialist Workers campaign
to “prosecute those responsible for the
murder of Emmett Till to the fullest extent
of the law.”

Till, 14, an African-American from
Chicago, was kidnapped and tortured to
death by racist thugs in 1955 in Money,
Mississippi. Till’s lynching became one of
the most well-known cases of racist
brutality and helped spark the struggle for
Black freedom in the 1950s and ’60s. His
case was reopened in May after a New
York film maker produced and widely
circulated a documentary that provides new
evidence in the case. '

“] feel very compelled about this issue,”
Jonathan Walker, a sophomore at Jackson
State, told Williams, “because for all these
years the criminals have not been brought to
justice.”

The state requires 1,000 signatures of
registered voters to place independent
candidates on the ballot in Mississippi. As
we go to press, 2,175 people had signed.
Petitioning in shopping centers,
campaigners got a friendly response from
workers, farmers, and young people
interested to learn that they can put on the
_ ballot a working-class alternative to the
Democrats and Republicans. The six
electors for Calero and Hawkins include a
farmer from Tchula, a town in the
Mississippi Delta, and a Steelworkers union

http://www .themilitant.com/2004/6825/682550.html



member and former striker at Titan Tire in
Natchez

Petitioning in Jackson coincided with events
marking the 40th anniversary of the racist
murder by the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in 1964
of three young civil rights workers—James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner.

Recently, a group of citizens—including
NAACEP leaders, and businessmen and
elected officials—in Philadelphia,
Mississippi, where the murders took place,
has called for a new investigation into the
case, one of the most important unsolved
murders of the civil rights era. On June 4,
Mississippi attorney general Jim Hood told

' reporters that he has asked the U.S. Justice
Department for help in the investigation.
Philadelphia mayor Rayburn Waddell also
called for justice in the case on behalf of the
city administration. A commemoration of
the three slain civil rights workers took
place Sunday, June 20, at the Neshoba
County Coliseum in Philadelphia. The
renewed pressure to reopen investigations
into the murders follows the announcement
that the Till case was being reopened.

Petitioners took part in a conference titled
“Unsettling Memories: Culture and Trauma
in the Deep South” held at Jackson State
University June 15-21. The conference dealt
in part with the experiences of slavery and
the civil rights movement.

The exhibit Without Sanctuary: Lynching
Photography in America is also on display
at the Jackson State University campus. It
shows graphically many examples of the
thousands of lynchings that took place in
the Jim Crow South.

What has changed since that time in the
South through the civil rights revolution,
and the challenges that remain part of
today’s reality, were part of the experiences
of SWP campaign supporters here.

http://www themilitant.com/2004/6825/682550.html



During petitioning June 5 outside a store in
Meridian, a small town in eastern
Mississippi, for example, an older man in
overalls approached campaign supporters
asking them what they were doing. After
hearing an explanation of the SWP ticket,
the man, who is white, and who said he
grew cotton, soybeans, and vegetables near
Meridian, took the board and signed the
petition to put Calero and Hawkins on the
ballot.

- - As he was wrapping up, a lumpen-looking
guy, who was also white, came over and -
told the farmer, “Do you know what you
just did? You signed for communists!” The
man had confronted socialist petitioners a
few minutes earlier outside another store,
telling them he wanted to “put a bullet in
every one of your heads,” and then going
inside the shop and convincing management
to ask SWP campaign supporters to leave.

After a few minutes of taking in the :
anti-communist rhetoric spewed by this guy,
the farmer looked at him and said, “Well, if
you give me two capitalists and two
communists, I’ll take the communists every -
time.” The right-winger realized he wasn’t
getting much mileage and finally walked
away.

Meanwhile, a worker who is Black was
leaning against the store wall, watching the
scene. One of the petitioners went over to
explain to him what was going on. “I know
what’s going on,” he said. “That guy is in
the KKK,” he added, referring to-the
rightist. Asked if he knew the right-winger,
the man responded, “No, but I’ve known
people like that all my life.” He then took
the pen and signed the petition to put the
SWP slate on the ballot.

Related articles:

Socialist Workers Party: Calero, Hawkins in
2004!

The working-class alternative in presidential

http://www themilitant com/2004/6825/682550.html



elections
Socialist backs Puerto Rican independence
Calero and Hawkins, socialist candidates

Front page (for this issue) | Home |

Text-version home
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DECLARATION

I, Ryan Scott, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National
Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are
entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I was a supporter of the 2004 Soclahst Workers campaign. I opened up the
campaign offices at 3:30 PM, Wed. June 9% on Mission Street, San Francisco, and
checked the phone for messages.

2. There was a message recorded on the answering machine, from 11am that morning.
“This message is for the Socialist Workers Party. I just wanted to let you know that you
all are (inaudible) (inaudible-ing) subversive literature, and you all are going to pay for it.
Good Bye.”

3. The caller, who sounded like an older man, did not identify himself.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on
March 7, 2005.

ott
March 7, 2005
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I, Laura Anderson, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Miyself and another campaign supporter went to the Socialist Workers
Campaign headquarters in San Francisco, CA, on Friday, May 21,
2004.

2. Upon entering the campaign headquarters at about 4 PM, the first
thing we did was to check the answering machine. There was a
message on the answering machine from an unidentified person. The
time the message was left was 3:14 PM, May 21.

" 3. The exact message on the machine was: “I’ve seen some of your
recent literature ... anyway, you’re talking about what the occupation,
quote-unquote, is like in Iraq. You don’t say anything about the good
that’s being done over there. We’ll be keeping an eye on you.
Goodnight.”

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

e 2005/ M

Laura V. Anderson
. March 8, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, Jay M. Ressler, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Elections
Commission, an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the Socialist Workers
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are
entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign
Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On October 22, 2002 I was campaigning with Tony Lane the Socialist Workers candidate for
Governor of Pennsylvania at the Pine Ridge mine portal in Prenter, West Virginia. The mine is
owned by Peabody Coal. We were standing outside the mine gate talking to interested passersby
as they entered and left the mine. Some of the conversations took place across the street in the
parking log of a convenience store.

2. After we had been there for over an hour a man wearing his miners' hard hat stopped and
advised me that we did not have permission to be on mine property and asserted that even though
I was outside the gate and on the shoulder of the public road I was on mine property.

I crossed the road holding a sign inviting interested miners to stop. Lane was engaged in a
friendly conversation with several miners inthe convenience store parking lot.

3. Meanwhile another miner stopped his pickup on the mine side of the road. I crossed over
assuming he was interested. When I explained what I was doing, he shut off his engine, got out
of his truck and told me if we didn’t leave the area immediately he would do us bodily harm. He
then began shoving me. I backed away and crossed the street. He warned us not to attempt to go
door-to-door in the small village down the hollow or he would “get us.” He said “You damn
commies always show up when there is trouble, to stir things up.” We got in my car and left.

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on August

18, 2003.
4&7,%_\

Jay M. Ressler
August 18, 2003
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DECLARATION

I, Rachele Fruit, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP's National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of thé¢ Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On November 2, 2002, I received an e-mail message at the e-mail address of the
Tampa Socialist Workers Party. The message said,
"What's that smell? Ohhh a Communist lurking.... running for office!
Ain't gonna happen sister! Go back to meat packing...."

2. The message was dated 11/2/2002 1:38:27 AM Eastern Standard Time and came from
Sebastian<andy33155@yahoo.com>.

3. I was the Socialist Workers Party candidate for governor of Florida in the election that
took place on November 5, 2002. One piece of campaign material included the biographies of
the candidates. It stated that I am a meatpacker and also included the e-mail address of the
campaign. I was the only woman running on the slate.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on
December 10, 2002 in Tampa, Florida.

Ryeth Fruict

Rachele Fruit
December 10, 2002



Subj:
Date: 11/02/2002 1:38:43 AM Eastern Standard Time

From: andy33155@yahoo.com (Sebastian)
To: toc1004@aol.com

What's that smell? Ohhhh a Communist
lurking....running for office!

Ain't gonna happen sister! Go back to meat packing....

Do you Yahoo!?
HotJobs - Search new jobs daily now
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/

<>

—————— Headers
Return-Path: <andy33155@yahoo.com>

Received: from rly-xi01.mx.aol.com (rly-xi0O1.mail.aol.com {172.20.116.6]) by air-xi03.mail.aol.com
(v89.10) with ESMTP id MAILINXI34-1102013843; Sat, 02 Nov 2002 01:38:43 -0400

Received: from web14702.mail.yahoo.com (web14702.mail.yahoo.com [216.136.224.119]) by rly-
xi01.mx.aol.com (v89.10) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXI17-1102013827; Sat, 02 Nov 2002
01:38:27 1900

Message-ID: <20021102063827.60199.qmail@web14702.mail.yahoo.com>

Received: from [66.217.102.183} by web14702.mail.yahoo.com via HTTP; Fri, 01 Nov 2002 22:38:27
PST

Date: Fri, 1 Nov 2002 22:38:27 -0800 (PST)

From: Sébastian <andy33155@yahoo.com>

To: toc1004@aol.com

MIME-Version: 1.0 .

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
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DECLARATION

I, Brian Taylor, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party's National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party
are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal

Elections Campaign Act. I make this statement on the basis of personal
knowledge:

1. A Militant Labor Forum was held at the Pathfinder Bookstore in
Birmingham Friday, August 15, 2003. The forum addressed a Carpenter's

- Union organizing drive in the Birmingham area. The panel consisted of a
Carpenters Union official and Clay Dennison, member of the Socialist
Workers Party. About a dozen people attended the event.

2. That event included several people attending their first Militant Labor
Forum. Two of them were students and one was a man who was very
reluctant to say much about himself except he was in the "construction
industry."

3. On October 17, 2003, according to the union official that spoke at the
forum., an audio taping of the forum was mail delivered to the union local's
headquarters in an envelope with no return address. The official who spoke at
the forum said the tape sounded muffled as if concealed. No permission was

requested or granted to tape the event and no one was openly recording the
event. :

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed November 3, 2003 '

November 3, 2003
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DECLARATION

I, Tom Fiske, make this declaration in support of the application to the .
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowlédge.

1. On October 5, 2008, two threatening phone calls were received at
the Socialist Workers Campaign headquarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
One call came at 4:40 p.m., the other call at 7:17 p.m.

2. A campaign volunteer, Ernie Mailhot, received the first telephone
call. The caller spoke with a Spanish accent, and spoke indistinctly, but said
clearly in English, "Fuck you." Then he hung up.

3. When the second call came in, another volunteer, Tony Lane,
answered the phone. He said the man spoke Spanish and I should answer the
call, since I speak better Spanish. Twice the man said, "Fuck you." I
checked the number of the incoming call. It was 612-386-0802. It is a Sprint
spectrum call phone, and the service is Northern Telecom, DMS10S.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 8, 2008 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Tonw Fooa

Tom Fiske
October 8, 2008
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Declaration

I, Frank Forrestal, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP), the SWP's National Campaign Committee,

~ and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an

exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.
I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.
1. Thave actively campaigned for Socialist Workers candidates.

2. 0nJuly20 2007, I was the speaker at the weekly Militant Labor
Forum meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, titled "Stop the raids! Legalize all
immigrants now!" The forum is part of a weekly series of workers' political

meetings organized by supporters of the Militant newspaper. The Militant
Labor forum shares office space with the Iowa Socialist Workers Campaign.

3. Over two dozen opponents of immigrant rights, including members
of the militia group the Minutemen and supporters of presidential candidate
Tom Tancredo picketed the meeting. They were on the public sidewalk and
also in the parkmg lot in front of the Socialist Workers Campaign office.
They carried signs reading "Deport Illegal Aliens," We Are Americans," and
"Tom's Army." A large truck with a sign saying "End Illegal Immigration,
Secure Our Borders, No Amnesty, Pro-Life-Second Amendment -
TancredoO8 for President" was parked in front of the forum hall, taking up
three parking spaces.

4. The protesters verbally attacked anyone who came to the event. A
few approached forum supporters guarding the event, trying to provoke an
incident. Others shouted provocations into a bulthorn, such as "Where's the
militancy, we thought you were militant,” "Down with the Marxists,
Communists and Socialists," "No to the Militant Labor Forum," "Che is
rotting in his grave."

5. Another tenant in the office complex called the landlord. When he
arrived he was surrounded by the picketers in a threatening manner as he
asked them to leave his property. One young woman yelled "Now we're
kicking ass." The landlord called the Des Moines police, who arrived
approximately one hour later. They told the protesters that they could not
demonstrate on the property or use their bullhorns.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
‘ correct. Executed January 9, 2008 in Des Moines, lowa.

Froms & Frroded

Frank Forrestal
January 9, 2008
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Rightists picket Iowa Militant Labor Forum
(front page)

BY FRANK FORRESTAL

DES MOINES, Iowa—More than two dozen rightists picketed the July 20 Militant
Labor Forum here, catrying signs saying “Deport Illegal Aliens” and “We Are
Americans.” The forum, titled “Stop the raids! Legalize all immigrants now!,” was
organized to protest the recent migra arrests of workers at the Swift plant in nearby
Marshalitown. '

Many of the pickets wore yellow Minuteman t-shirts. They chanted anti-immigrant
slogans on bullhorns and waved placards at passing traffic. Among the pickets was the
Iowa Minuteman Civil Defense Corps director, Craig Halverson.

The forum was part of a weekly series of workers’ political meetings organized by
supporters of the Militant newspaper here. It had been publicized in the local media.

The rightists were campaigning for Colorado Congressman Thomas Tancredo, who is
running for the 2008 Republican Party presidential nomination. They parked a large
truck plastered on both sides with a Tancredo campaign sign in front of the forum hall.
The sign read, “End Illegal Immigration, Secure Our Borders, No Amnesty, Pro-Life-
Second Amendment.”

The rightists verbally attacked anyone who came to the event. A few approached forum
supporters guarding the event, trying to provoke an incident. Others shouted
provocations like “Where’s the militancy? We thought you were militant,” “Down with
the Marxists, Communists, and Socialists,” “No to the Militant Labor Forum,” “Che is
rotting in his grave,” and a slew of anti-immigrant remarks.

“As soon as I heard Minutemen were protesting the Militant Labor Forum, I got in my
car and drove down to defend the meeting,” said Larry Ginter, a retired farmer. Ginter
was one of several Militant subscribers who responded to calls from forum organizers to
help prevent the Minutemen from making vigilante attacks on the meeting.

In recent months the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps has expanded its presence in the
upper Midwest. In an interview in the Cedar Rapids Gazette, Halverson described the
group as “retired military, retired police officers. Just good, strong American citizens,
patriotic. They're tired of seeing what' sgomgon,andtheyretnedofthegovemment
not enforcing the laws.”

One of the central goals of the outfit is to finger immigrants for la migra. “The

Minutemen want to identify illegal aliens, who employs and houses them, and demand
that the government and law enforcement agencies enforce immigration laws,” he said.

11/13/20082:12PM
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“Earlier this year the Minutemen were outmobilized by the Latino community in (s - Y
Denison, a rural meatpacking town in western Iowa,” said Helen Meyers, organizer of

the Militant Labor Forum series here. When Minutemen and other rightists organize

protests against immigrants, supporters of legalization should counter these actions and

show their support for ammesty, she-added. .

Related articles:

Socialist Workers Party launches i

Candidates call for legalization, respond to rightist picket of workers® meeting
‘Militant’ supporters fan out across Iowa

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home

11/13/2008 2:12 PM
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DECLARATION

I, Becky Ellis, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act. -

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. on September 5, 2008, I listened to a message that was left on the
Twin Cities Socialist Workers Campaign Headquarters phone saying, “You
moron assholes. Don’t you know that socialism has been proved to not
work? Get with it you moron assholes”.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed in St. Paul, Minnesota, on September 17, 2008.

Becky Ellis
September 17, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Kevin Dwire, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On Saturday, September 6, Laura Garza and I were staffing a
Socialist Workers Party campaign literature table in Central Square of East
Boston. A woman and here daughter walked past the table. After reading the
sign calling for "Legalization Now" for undocumented workers, she said in a
loud voice, "That table ought to be set on fire!" Her daughter asked why, and
she said "They're for those immigrants."

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 12, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

JZ(M

evm Dwire
October 12, 2008
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I, Margaret Trowe, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party's National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party
are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Elections Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge:

In the week leading up to a meeting in Boston to benefit the Militant Fund
featuring Arrin Hawkins speaking on “Cuba and the Coming American
Revolution,” I sent announcement of the meeting to act-ma, a service
organized by volunteers to publicize political events in the area. The
announcement, which was distributed to act-ma’s 600 subscribers,
mentioned that Hawkins was Socialist Workers candidate for vice president
in 2000.

Shortly after my announcement was sent out, I receive this e-mail reply:
From: Robert Tulloch <tultalk @attglobal.net>

Date: 2005/05/05 Thu PM 01:07:54 EDT

To: margaret.trowe @verizon.net

Subject: Cuba

Cuba? What are you, an idiot? Get out of MY country and spend your days
in Socialist heaven.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed May 17, 2005

Margaret Trowe
May 17, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, David Arguello, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I was the Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Congress
from San Diego in 2006. While I was a candidate, I made a fact-finding trip
to Cuba, where I participated in educational activities concerning the
publication of a book by Pathfinder Press highlighting the efforts of
Chinese-Cubans to win equality and freedom before and through the
revolution.

2. On May 16, 2007, two men visited the home I shared with my
mother. They identified themselves as agents of the FBI and presented
laminated cards identifying them as FBI. They tried to bait me with
accusations of advocating violence, saying “we received from an anonymous
source information that you might advocate violence against the government
of the United States” and said that they wanted to question me.

3. I informed the agents that I was the 2006 Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U.S. Congress, that I visited Cuba legally, and that my political
efforts were aimed at public education and to win adherents to socialism.

4, They asked me questions about whether I supported unionization
of the place I worked, Taylor Guitars. “Why do you work at the guitar
factory,” they asked. “Do you like working there? Is it union? Have you
tried to start a union?”

5. After asking some questions about my childhood and education,
they attempted to pry more into my trip to Cuba while I was running for
office. They asked “Who did you have contact with? Who in the
government? Where were you taken? Did you meet Fidel Castro?”

6. They asked me if I had heard of Luis Posada Carriles, who is a
murderous opponent of the Cuban revolution who has blown up Cuban
airplanes and set bombs at Cuban hotels. I said that he should be extradited
to Cuba where he could face charges for these crimes.



(9 -2

7. In another effort to bait me with charges of advocating violence,
they said to me, “So if someone at your meetings were to stand up and say,
‘I’m tired of all this talk, let’s take some action,” what would you say.”

8. Ireplied that I ran for Congress I presented my views publicly. My
campaign and the views of the Socialist Workers Party are printed every
week in the Militant newspaper.”

9. I added that in fact it was the FBI that had broken the law to spy on
and harass members of the SWP. “The organization I belong to has faced
harassment and disruption by the FBI and won a federal lawsuit holding

them liable for decades of spying, wiretapping, and Cointelpro disruption
operations.”

10. The agents ended their interrogation by telling me they might want
to talk to me further later on. They said, “We’ll call you if we need to.” The
interrogation lasted roughly one-half hour.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 23, 2008 in San Diego, California.

"i)a\iid Arguello
October 23, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Lisa Potash, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP, are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On October 28, 2005, I was fired by Hormel Meats Corporation,
located at 3367 Montreal Industrial Way in Tucker, Georgia. The
company’s ‘Notice of Separation’ stated that I was “probationary —no
misconduct”. In fact I had worked two days more than the ninety-
days probation period specified in Hormel’s “Notice of Hiring’, which
I was required to sign on my first day of employment there, and :
therefore was no longer ‘probationary.”

2. Atthe time I was fired, I was the SWP candidate for the office of

" president of the Atlanta City Council and was listed as a candidate on
the ballot for the November 8, 2005 municipal election. The Atlanta
Journal Constitution daily newspaper printed an article on October
20, 2005 about my campaign, in which I explained the SWP platform
for workers’ rights, solidarity, and strengthening unions in response to
the employers’ offensive against working people and deterioration of
life under capitalism. The article included a portrait photograph of
me. In addition to other printed articles in which I was mentioned, I
was included in that newspaper’s ‘Election 2005: Candidate Guide’,
published in its October 27, 2005 online edition.

3. The SWP campaign publicly protested my firing and demanded my
reinstatement. The Atlanta Journal Constitution ran an article on
November 17, 2005 about my firing, noting that I was the SWP
candidate for president of the Atlanta City Council at the time I was
terminated and that I'd subsequently received 11% of the vote. I
included the firing in my remarks, on record, to an Atlanta City _
Council public hearing November 7, 2005, and on Election Day I sent

~ the SWP press statement and my November 8 open letter to Hormel
protesting the firing to the president of the Atlanta City Council.
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. Local 1996 of the United Food and Commercial Workers union
filed a grievance to reverse the firing because it was a violation by
the company of the seniority clause in its contract with the union.
Coworkers circulated a petition at Hormel demanding that the
company reinstate me. The union’s grievance was upheld in
arbitration. I was returned to work at Hormel on August 7, 2006 and
received all back pay and benefits from the date I was fired.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on February 6, 2007.

Soar CIlA,
Lisa Potash
February 6, 2007

State of Georgia, County of Fulton  Sworn and subscribed before me on

mg%_z_@eu& J. ﬂdcku_b_a_;__,NotaryPubhc

My commission expires d eBsd,, Zoogq.
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HORMEL FOODS CORPORATION AND
UNITED FOOD

AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS
AFL-CIO (LOCAL 1996)

THE DISCHARGE OF MS. LISA POTASH
"~ (FMCS CASE # 06027-53461-3)

DATE OF GRIEVANCE: NOVEMBER 7, 2005

April 13,2006

Hearing Date:
Date of Briefs: May 22, 2006
Date of Decision and

Award: July §, 2006

-

Arbitrator: Edward C. Johnson, Ph.D, - FMCS
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Casc number 60207-53461-3 was assigned to me by means of the procedures of
the Federal Mediation and Concilistion Service.

Mr. James D. Fagan, Jr., an Attorney for the Union wrote a ietter dated February
10, 2006, noting my selection as arbitrator by the Parties. Mr. Fagan and ] used telephone
conversations (0 arange the dats of the Hearing at the convenience of all the Parties
(April 4, 2006). |

" The Parties are the Hormal Foods Company and the United Food and Commercial

Worka';. AFL-CIO, Locul 1996, Atlunts, Geonglu.

This case addresses the tenmination of Ms. Lisa Potash, a Utility Worker, She was
hired on July 29, 2005 (F), and terminated on Thursday, October 28,2005,

I asked the Parties early in the Hearing to clearly dclineats the iss\;e(s) Twasto
. ) decide. There was open discussion between Mr. Fagan aud Mr. Thomas Nuss, the
Compsuny Attomney, Austin, Minncsota. Mr. Fagan voluntcered, and l.hen composed, in
Jonghand, a precise statement of the issues; and Mr. Nuss agcepted Mr. Fagan®s work.

“1. Wheﬂwrl.iul’ou.shwu a'probatiomly employee at .

the time of her dismiasal on October 28, 2005?

2. What is the appropriate remedy?”

We convened the hearing at about 9:00 AM, and ended our work together about
1:48 PM, Thursday, April 13, 2006.

Each of the Partics gave mc permission to tape record the Hearing to suppost my
rescarch, study, and writing, (The tapes are for the use by the Arbitrator onty).

2'd <. 10SE #1&4 849 - 9881 19007 MIin ®*60!TT 90 L0 Any
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‘l (Part1, con’t) ' 2
MomeuMBﬁeﬁ.mdmtﬂledinulymmeﬁmamhﬂxe
other Party. The Briefs were dated May 22, 2006, as agreed.
There were only two (2) witnesses: Mr. James Swearingen, Menager, Human
Resourves for the Hormel Plant, and Ms. Potash, the grievant,

ed 10Se #1714 829 98B 1%@0" M23dn - 90T 90 0 nd
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P 2 - FOSITION OF THE UNI : 3

Mr. Fagan, the Union's Attorney, submitied a Briel of 16 pages.

My practice is to read, study and interpret the Briefs; and then to render them i
my own words. I find this approach forces and helps me to fully identify cach Party’s
positions, real and valid facts, and issues of the case; and helps me to follow the logic and
mmmgofmemvmmoym.ndmlmmemuoﬁﬁmu;.

Mr. Fagan coined the statement of the issues of the case; and that rendering was
accepted by M. Nuss for the Hormel Company. (Sce Part 1 - introduction).

1f Ms. Potash as not a probationary employes as of October 28, 2005 (Thursday),
the termination was improper. If Ms. Potash was “other than a probationary employee”, (2
“pormanent employeo™), sho was not legitimnh.ly vulnerabls to the summary termination
0f October 28, 2005 (Thursday), a3 effectuated by the Compeny. If Ms. Potash was “othes
than a probationary employee®, she m'dwm be reinstated to her job and her full
seniotity restored. Also, Ms. Potash would deserve to be made whole for all appropriate
entitlements, most notably pay and employee benefits that were denied by mears of the
improper act in terminating her.

Mr. Fagan puts forth Article XIV, Seniority, from the Contract, paragraphs 1, 2,
and 3. (Sce End Notes for exact Verbiage), _

Ms. Potash was hired on July 29, 20085, along with fifteen (15) other new
employees.

The Company’s practicc in the orientation of such new employces included a

requirement that cach must sign a Notice of Employment. (See End Notes for the exact

T10SE #12 848 9667 1%007 MadN QOT{TT 90 L0 3Ny
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verbiage). Also, Mr. Swearingen, Manager, Human Resourccs, read aloud the whole of
the Notice of Employment to the assembled ew hircs. A key part of that Notice of
Employment reads: —--“your employment is subject to 2 90 day probationary period,
during such time you are considered a temporary employee.” The Form notcs such
employees will be evaluated wockly and may be répxmd atany time. In 1'!1i; early period,
probationary employeos acquire no benefits and privileges. These eraployees are required
to sign thc Notice, and thus agree to the mpulauons of the Notice. The Notice went into
Ms. Potash's parmanent petsonnel. file and a copy went to the Union.

Ms. Potash was not evaluated systemically and nlearl.y each and every week of her
employment. It was comman for supervisors to have her sign the Evaluations, with no
relicf or no interruption of her ordinary, Wns duties.

The method of evaluating Ms. Potash, as effectuated, did not allow her to gain
gemuine understanding of where she stood with Hormek; nor did the process let her know
the standaurds for assessment and how they might be recorded and used. On more than one
(l)oceasi@. shewwedtwo (2) forms at one (1) time to be signed. Ms. Potash
asked for copies of the evaluations more than once, and these requests scem to have been
ignored, Such an evaluation process hardly provides for mocaningful communication
between supervisars and conscientious workers, especially thosc vulnerable to
uncxplained actions against the wutkers.

Ms. Potash was told to go to the office of Mr. Swearingen, Manager, Human
Resources. Thus, af the end of her shift, Thursday, October 28, she was told of her

. 10S€ ¢1& 843 . 9887 1@007 MadN QOT!TIT 90 L0 InY
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‘ (Part 2, cont'd)

termination. Whea told of her termination, she asked for & unjon steward and was fold she
was not entitled to such representation. However, after a time, Mr. Swwinsmre_lenwd.
and brought in a steward to be with her.

Ms. Potash applied for unemployment insurance on November 23, 2005. The
official rosponsc by Homuel notod her probationary status, and monhoned “.no
misomducL';

The Contract specifies that the probationary status of a newly hired worker cannot
exceed three (3) months; and also allows for termination for any reason within the
probationary period. In contrast, the required Notice of Bmployment clearly states 90 days
as the maximum period for probationary status of new employees. The Notice of

. Employment states that after the 90 day period the worker is to be a permanent employee.

Mr, Swearingen’s practice was to read the Notico of Bunébymmt aloud during the
otientation of the new employees, their first day of hire. The Union contends this
orientation details and specifies 90 days, and this action in onentation sessions represents
2 Company commitment; it algo brings an expectation that is mast impartant ta the
workors affiected.

The testimony established that the Notice of Employment had been in use,
unchanged, since about 2000, This cons.islmt. ongoing usage for about five (5) years
established this document and makes such usage and application of the Notice a past
_— |

Counting the fivst day of cmployment, July 29, 2005, and the last day of
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(Part 2, cont’d) _ 6

employment, October 28, 2005, Ms Potash worked through a period of at least 91 days.
yet permanent employee standing and eatitlement were denied to her. The difference
between the phraseology of “Thres (3) months™ in the Contract, and the “ninety days™ of
theNouceofEmploymenmamnMofbasiclmpoanceb&eaﬁ'mdworkm The
dupmty, inconsistcacy, variance i3 the work of the Company, and they should be
accountable forits existence and repercussions. .

- M. Potash was conditioned to expect permmanent employes status and the related
entitlements, as of October 26, 2005; yet even as of October 28, 2005, the Company's
actions against Ms, Potash voided her rightful employment status and entitlements, |
denied thees standings to her. As of Octobor 28, 2005, ehe had boen employed for 92 days
(she was paid for her work on July 29, and October 28). Ms. Potash deserves to be
zeinstated, with full scriority credit and standing; and to be made whole for appropriate
wages, benefits and entitlements. |

She should be designated a3 a permement employes.

T0SE +#1& B89 /9881 1®007 MIJ4N Q92111 90 L0 Iny
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M. Nuss® Brief is twelve (12) pages in length.
I will try to distill and explicate the work of Mr. Nuss on behalf of the Cornpany,

in my own words.

Tuse (his approach as it helps me to focus and discipline myself as I read and
s‘tudylhc;wrk of an advocate. ' '

The Company believes the Working Agrecment is the controlling,
compelling source specifying and instructing the relationships of the Parties. The Notice
ofEmploymentsigiwdbymhnewuﬁp!oyeewasmnminnoﬁngQOdaysume
probationary, trial period for new employees, Despite the use of the Notice by the |

. - Company, the instant case is the first axpeess challenge about its usc: Tho Union has
never questioned the appropriateness and integrity of the Notice of Employment.

The Working Agrecment goes back to the Partics’ negotiatians of 2000. Thus, the
application of the Agreement’s provisions is an established practice. The present case
‘relates to the application of Article XIV, paragraphs .l, 2, and 3, Seniority. The time span
for probationary employees, the temporary status of such employees, is clearly lnd.
precisely noted as three (3) months in Article XW

The relationships of the Parties cannot be legitimate if thoy violste the Agreement
perse.

The subject Notice of mployment is merely a collateral, ancillary document. "the
Notice contains a clerical, administrative error; and such an inferior source cannnt

shadow, nor limit the clearly stated, prevailing power-of the Working Apreement. “Ninety

2°d 10SE +#14 BL9 9661 #0207 MIdN - @92:11 S0 Lo any
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days” ghonld aot prevail aver “three months ™

The probationary peziod for Ms. Potash, the grievant, & period of three (3) months,
ig the same as for all such employecs since about 1999.

(Asbitrator's note: See basic documents, sources, exoerpts in my Bnd Notes for
exact quoted verbiage) -

" The Arbitrator is bound end constricted by the Agreement, and thus he should
deny the grievance.

(The supervisors of Ms. Potash had no faith in the skills of Ms. Potash, relative to
the requirements of her utility assignments. Thus, it would hardly be useful or appropriate
to retumn her to the Plant envimmm_t)..

. | , “The law requircs that in interpreting a contract we give a reasonable, lawful and-
effective meaning to all manifestations of intention by the parties rather than an
Interpretation which leaves a part of such mmii‘ﬁation: unreasonable or of no effect.”
Rice v Huff, 472 S.B. 2d 140, 142 (Ga. App. 1996).

The explicit languags of Article XIV, paragraph 1., “all”, “shall”, “throo monih",
probationary period should be heard/see and honared. '

The Union's emphasis on one line in Article XIV cannot be allowed to ncgate the
integral and inclusive rigors of Article XTV.

Arbitrators have recognized and respected the prevailing power and efficacy of
specific, clear, Wlim contract lw

“If the language is ambiguous, then it may be necessary to examine past practices
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ar ather relevant circumstances of the parties® continuing relationship to understand the
context of the disputed provision.” (Lower UmpQua Hospital, 120 LA 1217 (February 5,
2005). Also (UAW-Lgal Services Plans, 119 LA 1217 (Jamuary 4, 2004). “Past practice
can be used to modify otherwise unambiguous language - Arbitrators have, on some
oecuium.dduminﬂlhﬂpﬁptﬁoewenidaconﬁuhnllmmg-m’ﬁ. . .

The Company believes the explicit, clear hnguageofmﬁck.s XIv, Semomy,
supports the use of e hree (3) month pariod, Mofeover, (hé long-term, ongoiag
application of the “threc month period” is a past practice of scveral years® standing. Thus,
the Working Asoscmcat,as applisd Oclober 28, 2005, Isconsistent with wh the
Compeny has done sinco 1999, or 30, shout probationary employees like Ms. Potash.

" The Company his boen consistent In it sctions; and these actions honer the
verbisge of the Working Aerecment. |

The Compeny believes the Arbitrator has no basis for affirming the grievance of
Ms. Potash,

The grievance should be denied.

109 #1i 0629 ' 98681 I@007 MddNn QL2171 S0 20 Sny
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@
The Parties agreed at the hearing to the following statement of what J should
address and arbitrate: |
e “Whether Lisa Potash wes a probationary cmployee af
the time of her discharge on Qctober 28, 2000?
e Whatis the sppropristc remedy?” '

T have studied the briefs of Mr. Nuss and Mr. Fagan. I have reviewed and analyzed
the dialogue and testimony on the tape recordings I was allowed to make on April 13,
2006. I have reviewed the relevant, citod cases snd arbitrators' reports, noted by the

~ advocates.
I spent a lut of titue wnd e(Toit researching and studying a substantiel number of
cases that treat subjecis basic to the Hormel! Case. I was impressed by the number of
. kindredcuulfomd.Momm,tbaeisawidenn'geofcaes.mhbedmnmmm
sources. The varicty and subtlety of these cases are daunting, and these reports come ﬁ'om
a wido range of arbitrators. Since the vanous contracts ct;nmi:led different language, cach
casc scoms to have peculiaritics and defining ciroumstances that offer unique insights.
. This variety would seem t.o defy generalizations.

In ﬁs brief, Mr. Nuss cited the differences in language refiected in the'ﬂg[king
Agreement and the Notice of Employment. He defeaded the primacy of the Working
Agreement and seemed to minimi.v;e the standing of the Notice of Xmployment; he sees it

. as of only derivative mlponamc He answers that the Warking Aprgement is foundational
and compelling about he basic dealings between the Partics. The Notice of Employment
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and its- acknowledged errors and deficiencies do not enhance or strengthen its relative
significance; the “90 days” of the Notice of Employment should be inconsequential
oompered to the “three months” of the Working Agre¢ment.

1 have trouble accepting the assessment of these documents as presented by Mr.
Nuss; after all, a “notice of employment" is mentioned quite carly ou in A'xli-ule XIV of
the Working Agreement, Seniority. Moreover, it seems clcar to me that a lot of attention
was paid to the Notice of Employmeat inmepﬁmwﬁmpmmugmmwm.
Swearingen, Manager, Human Renoumes. 1 do not recall any emphasis on qdmting new
employees at the Hormel- plant about the Working Agreement. Was this merely an
oversight?

What is done in this regard?

Mz, Nuss scems to impugn and shadow the work of the gricvant, Ms. Potash. I
recall carly in the hearing, Mr. Nuss and Mr. Fagan openly agreed and declared that the
bearing would focus on thesc limited issues I quoted just above. Moreover, Mr. Nuss said
that it would heWuble and appropriate for Mr. Fagan to release any witnosses waiting
to take part in the hearing whose testimony would bear on considerations of performance
by the gricvant, Ms. Potash. Thus, why is there any mention of relative performance
offercd up by management?

In Article XTV, Agreement, and in the language of the Notice of Employment, I
understand the language as saying that after the appropriate perind, 90 days or three _

' months, employees attain permanent status. [ do not find mysuggaiion that any
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employee {nitiative, declaration, paperwork, or individual action niust be effected to gein
permanent employment status once the “appropriate™ time dimension is reached. Thus,
time passage prevails, apart from some initiative or communication comins from the
mmﬁemployumuumt,mdminlﬁmdyfuhimmobﬁnea
forestall the permancul employment status onco the appropriate time ctavidard is attaived.

I understand the position of management to be that Ms. Potash had ample notice,
. Clear notice and information, Ao that her tenmination by Mr. Swearingen, Manager,
Human Resources, should not have been a surprisc. Thus, she should have known that
she could be vulncrable to such manlsemom actions until October 28, 2005. I am quite
skeplical.

1 understand seven (7) weekly evaluations were made of the work of Ms. Potash
(Company Ex. #7; 7 pieces). Union Bx, #5 reproduces a calendar tbr. the year 200S. [
* count thirteen (13) weeks of employment for Ms, Potash (July 29, 2005 'to Octaber 28,

- 2005). In addition, Ms. Potash described a process of evaluation in which she was told 1o
aign the Evaluation Forms in the midst of her ongoing work at the very end of her shift or
duties. Moreover, Ms. Potash testified that she asked for copies of the Evaluations and
such forms never came. She also said the Evaluations were given to her at least once, two
(2) at atime. If these statements are true, they do not represent timely, appropriatc actions
by her supervisor(s). | find it difficult 1o give standing or credence W suanagement |

““Evaluations™ (hat evidence such insensitivity and inept “mansgement” administrative
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practice.

1 thought Ms. Potash came across as an intelligent, credible witncs,

In Mr. Nuss® roferences to the law and arbitration case citations, his chosen
citations, reveal both sides of guestions about the relative power and/or primacy of the
cuntract verblage as compared to oftier considerations. One side affirms the prunacy of
cxact contract language; and the other side .m (in his choices, samples) ratiupylize the
relative power, influence of past practicc, and/or immediate related circumstances.

In my resoarch and stady for this case, ] rangod widely. I was struck by the
variations among parties’ contracts, circumstances and arbitrators. I read a substantial
number of cases, hiuping to get an informed sensc of the relative power and/or influence
of the gpparent contract stipulations, perhans as contrasted to “past practice.”

| Now,lﬁnexmmcm&damthuswmbqhedliglumm&mmme

references [ studied usnally were found under oategories like, “Seniority,” “pmbg.ﬁonuy
workers,” 'Wmm@m.” ’

Arbntmor Susmnau wurked the case of Lepeer County (Michigan) and Local
1421, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Workers, 1997 (108 LA
1086, 1088).

A worker had been paid for 90 days, although she had worked only 83 days. This

_ disparity resalted from vacation pay, accrued sick days, holidays, and sach. Then she was

- terminated.
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" The gricvance was denied hy Asbitrator Sugarman. He resisted the Union’s
positions because of seversl factors; scemingly, the chicf factor was his reluctance to
exceed his suthority to shadow or alter the work of the parties. Really, In this instance,
there was flawed communication between the county commission and the clerk that
earried out the kindred procedures. The Union camphasized past practice. *The Arbltrator
felt if the parties had intended to recognize “90 days pa ,;'pcru.ueompuvdto“ﬂo
days worked,” physically at their station, the contract would have clearly stipulated such a
norm. The contract noted “90 days.” The Union position would have muﬁ a worker
* wvulnerable to discharge pnly if the situation met “just cause” a-i.teria (and, presumably,
“just ¢ause” established only through the érievmee procedure),

In this case cited above, the contract language was more explicit than it the
Hormel Agregment. “Days™ (or months) are not particularized as to calendar days versus
explicit numbered days (such as 90 or 100 days) in Hormel's Working Agreemept.

Avis Ront-A-Car is a major reference in the aress of our interost. (Arbitrator
Shanker, Avis Rent-A-Car and Tcamsters, Local 293. (107 LA 197-203, 1996)). This
case is routincly cited for reference by a variety of partics, about wmes of “prohationary”
weorkers or status. A worker was discharged after 63 mmmmem
working days. This case treats a nurnber of tedious, subtle circumstances, peculiar and
atypical. The worker had pending court charges as he applied for & job. The formal
charges were estahlished by the court afier this individual actually Gansc (o wark.
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Arbitrator Shaker reversed the discharge, yot stipulated only limitod compensation, back
pay (50% of net pay). The charges eddressed the suspect’s use of narcotics.

AAA Case 14 30 079 66 was very uscful as I considered the Hormel case.
(Washington-Baltimore Newspaper Guild, Local 3 and A.S. Abell Company, 1967.
Asbitrator T. Keanedy. (49 LA 264-266)). T

The contract allowed for summary, immmediate discharge only during an initial
probatlonary period, “3 months.” Even then, the Guild is to be pfficiallv notified of the
management action. Discharge for other, raore Ordmm'y offenses, situgtions, for short
lerm @lom requircs, necessitates “juat aud sufficient cause,” The employee was hired
. an September 1, 1966. She was teeminatad un December 1, 1966. Management said the
decision to release the worker was made on November 28, 1966. Management scheduled
her off, an ordinary “off-day”, on November 30, 1966. She was atlowed to work ; full day
on December 1, 1966, and was paid for the work of December 1, 1966.

The arbitrator ruled in favor of the Guild, and the discharge was disallowed; it
was ol legal. She was restorad fo her job and made whole, Including compensation and
seniority. The Arbitrator said the Company could have discharged a “temporary
employee” as had been done. Actually, The Company could discharge a regylar employee
g_dxﬂ'thcm were ‘just cause.” Management was late, tardy in this action beyond 90 days
of exuployment. The initiative by menagement waus not in keeping, compatible with the

Contract stipulations. Also, in any case of discharge, an official notification must be

P
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provided tu the Guild, end thul was not done. Management axgued that they were being
victimized cven as they attempted to use “progressive” techniques, In this case they had
honored tnp idea of dealing with the worker, face to faco, in private. Moreover,
management wanted to avold any tedium or embarrassment that might have ensued had
ghe been discharged before beginning the work day. " -
In bricf, sympﬁcﬂom.rhem(trefamcomewtucw. vivid, notable

contrast 1o the ofher cases I have reviewed earlicr

Borgen Machine and Tool Company and the International Associstion of
Machinists, AAA case number L-442043-Phi-L-594-64, 1965. Arbitrator W. Ruy
Buckwalter. (44 LA 301,304). '

As employee wa hired on June 15, 1965, and discharged on July 22, 1965. The
* Adbitratorinterpreted “30 daya”, as work days, ot calendias dave. The Conpismy slso
medtlmvmﬂon daynwmenotwbemdneduumewmked.AhOtbeCompany
argued that the managentent rights clanse would support the Company inidativc against
the worker, Tio wotker bad sbiown limitod capasity or initiative to learm the requisite
ekills of the pasition for which he had béen hired. 'IheCompany s discharge action was
upheld in arbitration.

AsTbegan Part 4, Discussion and Analysis, I commented sbout ths large mumber
of cascs treating “Seniority,” or “Probationary Bmployeu'.." In these cliosen synopses |
have presented, I suught to presont a telling varicty of cases with regard to contract
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language, ime dimensions, kindred language, the cizogmstmﬁal dimensious, the meaning
perhaps captured about “past practice” or related events, realitics. I have other cases in
mind, yet some cascs reveal rather exotic, peculiar situations and circumstances, and,
thus, have less help and insight to offer.

The amalgam of “probationary employees” and related employraent matters is
complex. Many factors such as time dzmemons and seniority, mix, entangle and
interweave. Altogether, a sampling of cases reveals numerous combinations,

. permutations oftpul circumstances, the history of the particular parties to collective
bargaining, end the subtletics of contract (or, iack of appropriste subtlctics) language are
in the arbitral record.

. With these factors in mind, I return to the specifics of my assignments in the -
Bommel ¢ase, the Company, the Union, and the grievant, Ms. Potash.
‘ﬂ.“ﬂuﬂanhuPbuuhuns|pﬂﬂuﬁumnyeumkum=at
the time of her dismissal on October 28, 2005?
2. What is the appropriatc remedy?™

T think Ms. Potash was a regular employee as of October 28, 2005, not a
probationsry employee, Thus, I think the Company's action in discharging her was
unacoeptable. As of that date, she bad been employed for 92 days. The stipulation about

. time in the Notice of Employment was 90 days. Thus, a lcgitimate, appropriate discharge
. action would necessitaie "just cause” grounds for Mm against hor. (Accordingly, would
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that also compe! the processing of the matter through the rigors of the grievaace
procedure?), _

_ The Company offered limited cvidence that a “past practice™ had been established
for the application of (he “three month™ jJanguage in the Working Agmmm 1do not feel
thic Notice of Employment can be tomlly subordinated in this total set ofcnrcumstances
msdonmtmmldxmwdthemsmgmmmymeﬂem any
universal sease, through all different circumstances, situations. I am quite mindful of
limitations to my authority.

Among other matters, there wa no evidence to indicatc the Working Agresment
had been introduced or explained 10 Ms. Potash or to other new employees. In contrast,
the full evidence cspecially the testimony of Mr. Swearingen, Manager, Human
Resources, showod (hat he routinely went into substantial detail sbout the Notice of

| Employment, the explicit language and the implications for all the workers. (As I recall,
Ma. Potash was one of sbout sixteen (16) cmployees hired on July 29, 2005).

The Company cmphasized the responsibility of Ms. Potash and other new
cmployees to know their statys relative to the three (3) month stipulation of the Working
Asreement, However, mamge;nmt offers little evidence of arranging or providing any
education, orientation about that Document. _

Overall, I question how well informed Ms. Potash was, generally, about hor
employment status and work standing in the estimation of her supervisors. Ms. Potash
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described the dealings she had with supervisory personnel, «nd it was hardly a process
that would gain kudos as a MI for productive, humanistic dealings between
management and (he workforoe. Moreover, we do not know how and when the decision
was made not 1o retain Ms. Potash. Would it not have becn appropriate and. helpful to all
parties, practical, as well, to Hotify her ealier than October 28? Does this indicate
administrative oversight, laxity? |

I can see how the “90 day” norm of the Notice of Employment would rogister
quite strongly with Ms. Potash. Again, low does a “typical” new emplayes gain and
possess knowledge of the Working Agreement and its implications for their working lives
at Hormol? .

Clearly, the evaluation of Ms. Potash by management personacl was intenaittent,
untimely and Hrited. It is vividly clear that management folk did not communicate the
particulars about her status to Ms. Potash in a reasonable way, a timely and informative
way. . '

The Notioe of Employuent contains the phrase: “During your probation you will
beevalumdwklybymmmiso;mdunbemund st any time for any reason
during that period.” This systematic evaluation wes not done with Ms. Potash. Also, dogs
the stipulation about evaluation imply some real, effective communication with the
employec? Immﬂatmyinbmcdwmmmlbom:ﬁecﬁwl_udmand
supervision of others would highlignt the need for good communication skills.
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A good attentive ear and recipt;ooity with the workers is laudable and necessary if
meaningful communication is to come about.

The author is responsible and accountsble for ambiguities in that language.
Omissions, oversights or errors are attributable to the composer In arbitration, the
principle provails to protect or sheiter the worket/grievant from haxm:'thai n;igbt come
from flawed and ambiguous writing.

“The Notice of Employment is clearly anticipatod, carly on, in Artiele XIV,
Seniority, a major section of the Workins Agresment, |
| I think an inclusive, comprehensive analysis of this case will suppart the
expoctations of Ms. Putash; sho was a regular employee as of October 28, the day of her
termination. The way she was discharged is not mmpati‘lowiﬂ:dn Notioca of
Employment. This document wes her primary source of information about the details of
her work relationships with Horme! Foods up to that moment. I think it was reasouable
and appropriate for her to assume her status as that of a permanent employcc after .
Ootober 26, In that status sl could have been terminated only on the basis of cause (and

presumably, the mendant ripors and processes of the grievance procedure).
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Ms. Potash should be restored to her job.

Sho s to be given sealovity effective the day of her original employment, July 29,
2005.

The Gricvant is to be made whole for new lost carnings. (I will leave it to the
Partics to calculate the appropriate m;unbeu asx] put these figures into cffec;).

| ‘M. Potash is to be givea her appropriate benefits and entitlements.

I ask the Parties 0 inform me as to how thesc details, dimensions of “whaleness™
are mutually resolved. Meanwhile, I will retain jurisdiction of the Case until [ am
informed of the satisfactory completian of these matters. (I need not be informed of the

details; only the mutual word of tho Partics that the uward has been effectuated).

July 5, 2006
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END NOTES:
ARTICLE XIV - SENIORITY (from Working Agrecment)

14.1 The Company may hire probationery and temporary employees, pravided such
employees arc expressly informed at the time of hiring of their probationary or tempoaracy
* status. A notice of employment, stating that employees are hired on a probationary or
temporary basis shall be given to the employees and a copy shall be sent to the Union.
Employment as a probationsry employee shell not exceed three (3) months. However this
period may be extended by mutual agreement. Employment as a temparary employoe
shall not exceed beyond three (3) months. The purpose of such employment is to permit
the Compeny to supply its temporary or cmergency needs. Any probationary or temporary
. employee whose employmeont continues aftor the initial thres (3) month period shall
thereupon at once be considered as employed oa & permanent basis.

142 Senicrity shall be continucus from first day vl hire; howeves, all new employess
shall have a probationary period of three (3) trionths afier which they will be placed on
the senfority roster and their seniority date will be from the dats of hire, Temporary
employees aoquire no seniority rights.

143 Therc shall be no responsibility for re-employment of probationary employees'if
they are discharged or laid off during the first three (3) months of employment.
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NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT

To

You are beiug employed by the Horinel Foods Corporation. Your initial hourly rate will
be $11.60 with a guarantec of 36 hours per week. Your cmployment is subject to a ninety
(90) day prubaticary period during which time you are considered a temporary
employce. During your probation you will be cvaluated weeldybyymreupm-sor and
can be released at ‘any time for any reason dunngtimpmod

If you complele your probation and your empioyment is approved you will be placed on
the scniority rostef with 4 senlority date of your date of hire. At this point you will be
cousidered a permanent employee with all rights and prmlegeo outlines in the Working
Agreement.

1f, during your probationary period your employment is diupproved by Management, you
will have acquired no rights or privileges. :

Toramy Swearingen
Personne! Manager .
Hormel Foods Corporation

I'understand and agree to the above terms and conditions of employment.

Employes

&

Jim Steele

John Bogans
Henton Akridge
File
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ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT

By ERNIE SUGGS

What a difference 14
months makes.
When she was lasl on the

' , Liss Borders
was a relative political
unknown tires (ormer

Now, after iding 1he City
Council, she l“m hesded
for a full four-year term given

et current ftion.
Still, Borders, who has
raised more than $700,000, is
just as hard as

she did last year
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Borders campaigns hard

to win first complete term
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Roosévelt lmes wants a uuery and: si
+. reformed Atlin| reform,*

"goin¥to wo {
m nake ;- ¢ity s6'thit-they ton't Have
- M‘Lm;r:,,.,. oy el

had the fortitude to do the job IIM
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tions, “I already had signifi-
cant interest and upcm\.me 1
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NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT . 26.-29

Atlanta Plant -
. Date: 4,%12_,%1

To (132 4 725K

You are being employed by the Hormel Foods Corporation. Your initial hourly
rate will be $11.60 with a guarantee of 36 hours per week. Your employment is
subject to a ninety (90) day probationary period during which time you are
considered a temporary employee. During your probation you will be evaluated
weekly by your supervisor and can be released at any time for any reason during
that period. '

If you complete your probation and your employment is approved you will be
placed on the seniority roster with a seniority date of your date of hire. At this
point you will be considered a permanent employee with all rights and

* privileges outlines in the Working Agreement.

If, during your probationary period yoyr employment is disapproved by
Management, you will have acquired no rights or privileges.

Tommy Swearingen
Personnel Manager -
Hormel Foods Corporation

I understand and agree to the above terms and conditions of employment.

é ployee

29, WS
Date ¢
Cc:  Jim Steele
John Bogans
Henton Akridge

o
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- T Cypecipaymen)

Stata of Georgla

wlg 33 Department of Labor
AL/ ___ SEPARATION NOTICE
1. Employee's Name /l., SA .@Q’.DM(J 2. 8.5.No al J..JFL-M_WF
s rotot et Engormen: Fom. NQANOS _OazloS

4. REASON FOR SEPARATION:
a. LACK OF WORK [J

b. If for other than lack of work, state fully and clearly the circumstances of the separation: —,

m.m:!&ooaonz&vnisn?i:o. ._uns ggv&.iigazgﬂ.g.;g.oﬁv
Eozoﬂ_an&ngu&o_.ona&t&oa .

_ inthe amount of $ for period from - to

Date above payment(s) was/will be issued to employee

IF EMPLOYEE RETIRED, fumish amount of retirement pay and 55..283&02.8365_2858 pald by the employer.
per morith . % of contributions pald by employer

6. Did this employee eam at least $3,000,00 In your empioy? YES ﬂ NOo [J 1 NO, how much? §
. Average Weekly Wage

w20 B4 [0SO

s Tuc o @...osawsn_up 20085

| ZIP Code ) .
memn, VN0 _G3-Yooo
(Area Code) (Number)

NOTICE TO EMPLOYER

At the time of separation, you are required by the Employment
Security Law, OCGA Section 34-8-190(c), 1o provide the
employee with this ‘document, propetly executed, giving the
reasons for separation. If you subsequently receive a request
for the same information on-a DOL-1199FF, you may attach a
copy of this form (DOL-800) as a part of your Tesponss.

NOTICE TO EMPLOYEE

OCGA SECTION 34-8-190(c) OF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY LAW REQUIRES THAT YOU TAKE THIS
NOTICE TO THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR FIELD SERVICE OFFICE IF YOU FILE A CLAIM
FORUNEMPLO INSURANCE BENEFITS.

| SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. d
o . 300 (R-5/09)
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November 8, 2005-

Open Letter To Hormel Foods Cbmorat_ion:

I protest Hormel Foods Corporation terminating my employment
only days before the Nov. 8 election. My firing is not just an attack on
me but an attack on the right of all working people to participate in
politics, including the right to campaign for public office. I am not a
millionaire or backed by millionaires. Like the vast majority, I have to

work for a living.

My campaign for Atlanta City Council president is the reason I
was fired, although Hormel will not likely ever admit to that. I am the
Socialist Workers Party candidate, with a fighting working-class
platform. I am on the ballot. Over the last month my campaign has been
covered regularly in the Atlanta Journal Constitution, and the Atlanta
Voice and Atlanta Daily World carried stories about my campaign. I
debated my opponent, Lisa Borders, in the televised League of Women
Voters’ forum, and participated in a candidates discussion on radio.

. My campaign supports organizing unions where they don’t exist,
and strengthening them where they do, as well as solidarity between. ,
‘working people across the globe, including those here in the U.S.
resisting attacks on wages, working conditions, health care and Social
Security. ' |

My union, United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 1996, is
fighting for my reinstatement: my firing violates Hormel’s contract with
the union and is an attack on each and every worker. .

" Sincerely,
s/Lisa Potash

Fowe 102l
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The Socialist Workers Party Campaign
in 2005!

Lise Potish (right) sl Seplember 24 march in Washinglon, D.C % dencunce U.S.-led wer in iraq.

Lisa Potash for Atlanta City Council President

[he Socialist Workers Party candidates present a working-class
dternative to the Democrats, Republicans, and other capitalist
rarties. Working people face an unrelenting offensive by the
mployers, who—driven by the need to reverse the decline in their
wrofit rates—are mtenslfymg speedup, lengthening work hours,
roding job safety, cutting pensions and health-care coverage, and
to undermine Social Security and break down class solidarity.
erialist wars abroad by Washington and its allies, from Iraq
n istan to others they are preparing, including threats
gainst Iran and north Korea, are an extension of the war on workers
nd farmers at home.

he resistance today by working people to these assaults points to the
oad forward: to rely on our collective power and solidarity and
rganize independently of the capitalists and their parties to
dvance the common interests of workers and farmers worldwide.

‘Ve need to build a revolutionary movement that will lead a fight by
rorking people and their allies to take power out of the hands of the
iling billionaire class, establish a workers and farmers
svernment, and join the worldwide struggle for socialism.

t's not who you're against. It's what you're fort
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Contact us

Street Address: 2791 Lakewood Avenue SW
Atanta, GA 30315

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 162515
Atianta, GA 30321

Phone: 404-768-1709
e-mall: SWPAtHanta@aol.com

Directions to the Campaign Headquarters: We are located
in the Crossroads Shopping Center at the corner of
Lakewood and Metropolitan near the Family Dollar Store.
From the south, take I~75/85 and turn onto State 166 (Langford

Parkway.) Take first exit (Lakewood / Metropolitan.) Turn right, -

then left into Crossroads Shopping Center.
By MARTA, get off at Lakewood Station.
Need a ride? Call us at 404-768-1709.)

Help us contact you - clip and mail

3
g

z
]

dﬁm..!u__ .

O:rwantto help work on the SWP Campalgn

[ 1 want to contribute $ to the campaign

Cx will set up a meeting for one of the candidates

[ 1 want to subscribe to the sSwP campaign paper the
Militant at $5 for 12 issues

Support .
The Socialist Workers Party Campaign
in 2005!

Lisa Potash for Atlanta City Council President

The Socialist Workers Party candidates present a working-class
alternative to the Democrats, Republicans, and other capitalist
parties. ‘Working people face an unrelenting offensive by the
employers, who—driven by the need to reverse the decline in their
profit rates—are intensifying speedup, lengthening work hours,
eroding job safety, cutting pensions and health-care coverage, and
seeking to undermine Social Security and break down class solidarity.
The imperialist wars abroad by Washington and its allies, from Iraq
and Afghanistan to others they are preparing, including threats
against Iran and north Korea, are an extension of the war on workers
and farmers at home.

The resistance today by working people to these assaults points to the
road forward: to rely on our collective power and solidarity and
organize independently of the capitalists and their parties to

. advance the common interests of workers and farmers worldwide.

We need to build a revolutionary movement that will lead a fight by
working people and their allies to take power out of the hands of the

" ruling billionaire class, establish a workers and farmers

government, and join the worldwide struggle for socialism.
It’s not who you're against. It's what you're for!



3~ About the Soclalist Workers Candidates What the SWP Stands For

o James Harris, for Mayor of Atianta SUPPORT workers' struggles to organize unions and to use and extend
' - James Harris, 57, is & textile workerand is E&Eﬁwmgmggﬁaﬁs&hﬂr from the

o active Eto_._nu%a.«whw.ﬁu&om?n&oas bosses’ Jr.wn__nﬁ Defend E-uum_nw_.ﬂ_.socaug n.wunn the gm:&ﬁﬂn

0 participatedin a fact finding trip to Mississippi U@Boﬂnwnunwo%gg u:umngu-&.eigﬁﬁmg. E»M

to learn about the social disaster faced . .y .

i%imsnaﬁamﬂogmmrw fights in the interests of working people. -

hurricane on the U.S, Coast and to SUPPORT the efforts of semi-~colonial countries to acquire and develop
demand massive and immediate government the energy sources necessary to expand electrification - a prerequisite for
%E_aiuaﬁﬁ.geoﬁﬁas economic and social advances. Expose the drive by Washington and its
for 4 Blacks in Monroc, Georgia lyn allies to prevent the nations oppressed by imperialism from developing

He was the Socialist Workers Party
Nuw’m—&ﬂﬁq.w.%ﬁuoomgnooo. w%gomunoggﬁﬁéggggﬁﬁg% :
gggggrﬁngmunw_gw umanity out of darkness. .
revolutionary perspective to the fights e The immediate, unconditional withdrawal of U.S.,, UN, and other
%.F%oﬁiggg imperialist armed forces from Ira Y . o
and its wars, and in working-class politics. oowahw_.haﬁna namo By, m.»@.uns: ugoslavia, Korea, Haiti,
Lisa Potash, for City Coundl President

Lisa Potash, 53, is a meat packer in Atlants, and a and Louisiana in the wake of hurricane Katrina as well as a federally
member of United Food and Commercial Workers, : K
Local 1996. She has brought solidarity to workers on fanded public works program to put millions all over the couutry to work
strike at Northwest Airlines who are fighting against job . . .
and wage cuts and is urging the unions and all working o No cuts in present or future Social Security benefits, Medicaid programs
- people to support their strike. Potash, who also visited or workers compensation. Extend Social Security to cover universal,

. Mississippi in the wake of hurricane Katrina, is demanding government-guaranteed, lifetime health care for everyone in this country.

wm.gﬁownaoa?gonmo&.g.nﬁroﬁ?mua U&numuumannamnmm_. ..
- be treated like criminals. She supports a woman's right to Ho-oEFn_ tive action E el education and
Gyd: .. choose abortion and participated in the massive march to . .
MR o e Women's Lives in Washington, D.C. on . EnES_..vEE_a.. Abolish the death penalty.
April 25, 2004. » No national ID card. End all federal and state regulations aimed .at
Eleanor Garda for City Coundil District 10 turning a diiver’s license into such a document,

e T Eleanor Garcia, 53, is a textile worker. On federal datine immiorats

28 August 6, 2005, she marched with thousands of “_.swumsu&vw n_._.u_owﬂ. and state laws mandating immigration document
o T working people to extend the Voting Rights Act ’
w i mﬁ%ﬁgﬂﬂe&&n o Defend a woman’s right to choose abortion!
, R hardest on immigrants, members of oppreased o End Washington's economic war against Cubal U.S. Hands off
Ko nationalities, and the elderly. The law is Venezuclat _
another anti-working class probe toward a o Defend the constitutional right of GIs as citizen-soldiers to engage in

u&oﬁu—gggwnﬁeﬂuﬁugﬁ% .. . .
of the Cuban revolution and visited Cubain political discussion, debate and activity.

the Cuban revolution to workers and farmers in farmers and price supports to cover production costs.

the US. :

o For immediate massive governmental relief to Alabama, Mississippi, -

2002, She has worked to bring the truth about o Stop farm foreclosures! Government-funded cheap credit for working
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J all at bursting pomt

Fulton makes little progress on
meeting judge’s population limits

By RMONDA COOK
- rcosk@gjc.oom

Froasian to lwes the ol gop-

ulation to safe and NP.

The Fulton County Jail on levels by inmates
Friday wu hundreds to lockups outside the county

the jail wait for the Fulton
County Commission to

Wm mﬁd agree-
ment, which limits inmate
popul:tlon and sets ather

Bright, director of

the Southern Center for

‘Rights, which sued the
llt th e . di
calle e overcrowdin

Thecenter phyu!

“troubling.”
a role in eri the pro-
o S et e

AJC.COM

goto US. District Judge Maz-
vin Shoob once the commis-
sioners have accepted it.

*My undnunndlnl was

R e
mﬂdﬂum which said
the jafl was too crowded and

for inmates and
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: “Anna” (not her resl neme), 18, who was forced into prostitution, telis her story to Deputy Police .
w"('.ﬂm " and Fulton District Attorney Paul Howerd on Fridsy at Atlants City Hall.
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10N BRIEFS . EAST POINT
up as write-in hopefuls '

e Hilllard endorses Brown

The wreite- Inultubrkmul-lmh.wauu Kates and
Garcia sllows svolding the fees

Eleanor torun
required to get their names on the ballot. l‘wduhwthe people ate happy with the way  part-lime post in Navember
thwee filed with the city cleck's office on (jandldate was pOhtlca,l anv things are -mthe services. must help the city grapple
Harris, who lives in the Old Fourth W. . roads and condition of thecity  with challenges such as soar-.
east of downtown, will be a write-in candidate for mayos. 8y SA.REID recall Hilliard. = be is going to keep us properly Laxes. expensive
He saved the $4,195 that Msyor Ptnldhmdtwo sereid@ajc.com Hilliard doesn’t expect the in the direction we've Infrastructure repairs. resi-
challengers ~ Dave Walker and Glenn ~paldto contraversy to hurt Brown 3t golng in for the past )2 ysars.  dential and economic h,
run for mayor. . With the election sbout a the polls Nov. 8. especially From what ['ve been hearing. lld llu loss of For*
mmmmwmmm«m month away, Mayor Patsy Jo because an ethics committes it has not been good.”
downtown, described as Prophet Hilliard is throwing her sup- last year ruled nine of the 10  Brewster. who counts nmmu said she 15 sur-
Roosevelt Kates. She didn't have to pay the $1,136.55 that port behind former City mﬂtions unsubstantisted. former Gov. Roy Barnes prised by the large field ot
council President Lisa Borders and Lisa Potash Councilman Threet Brown in  In 2003, Brown lost his council among his lers. doesn't candidates and had hoped
paid to run for the race to Al the seal she's seal to Eddis Lee Brewster, expect Rilliard's move to put  thoase interested n replacing
Garcia, who fn west Allanta, svoided the §970.19 held for 12 years. nowa al opponent. him at adissdvantage her would have decided
that Councilman C.T. Martin and challenger Montrell L. Hnliud believes the East “He'll have to rely on the ~“The endouement I'm smong themseives who was
‘Waiker paid to run for the District 10 City Council seal. Foint businessman. le who know him for who going o get is 50 plus i percent  the best fit torun.
~ Ty Togami mmbor and political ally has : lndnol fust rumors,;” Hil- of the voters.” sdid Brewster. The candidates don't see 2
can cast ‘who wished Hilliazd wellinher  problem.
District 6 hopefuls ableonline at Hln vislon. perseverance m:mmpbmdmh retirement. “She endorsed him "Some people sy {the
square off bdly www.midtownatlanta.org. and dedication, she said, also it for you. llh!nkpw- {Brown] last time be ran for crowded race is) bed. but I'm
help set him in the field ple want to see pragress.” council. andit didn’t work.” running for the position. not
The Midtown Nelghbors'  District 2 forum of seven ulm- vying to  Brown, 56, is equally  Baibara Coliins. s candidate against the opposition, * said
Associstion will host a City will be My lead tln city of sbout 40,000 optimistic. rumored to have beer: an Ronald E. Raed. a federal
Cauncil District 6 candi- residents for the next four “I'm looking forward to the endorsement y, said  bealth insurance apecialis!
dates forum for Ann Pauver The Atlanta Downtown years. future and not the past.” she hunnlunlmlhu sbout  and manager.
and Steve Brodie today from hood Assoclation “When { look st peaple, I try lruwn said. “Those charges the mayor's decision. " Kathleen Cochrane. a busi-’
6:30108:30 p.m. in the willhave a District 2 forum to figure out their vision bnd  went through the proper pro- 'sm certainly has treated ness consultant making her
Gr ly High School auditori- fulur candidates for what they want todothat's cess_ _and were
ity Councllon different,” sald Hilliard, the unsubstantisted.” : high interest in
mendldamvdlldve TWIYI” .m. . first woman and African- It' ot clear how much of that.” said Collins. who
brief remarks and then will mnlszmzmaam American to serve as mayor in  an impact Hillard's endorse- chaired East Point's bixthday
from the Al Point. . ment will have in thé voting celebration last yeat and lost

booth, gspech!lymum -bid for council in 2003. *I just. good job. whatever lhel'
who hive been disdalisfied fee) she has the right 1o sup- !ldoni is for the city.”
f leadenship. ) port who she wanis to. [ think Cochranesaid. 'll'smiliu.
accusations that sw: e Macon, & mayoral casidis: lhtwubwh&shulﬁwlh it alvo iktNudeq Oliver
run for re-alection. ! Ing Brown's most recent ras pi : . H
Theforumwillbeatthe | council term. In 2003 a citi- s id-Cor wronr
GeorglaWorldCongress | zemg task force sccused
m.komlﬁmi:w- of using his office for personal
group's monthly gain and failing to disclosé. - tioriship
community meeting. ] ’
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The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

o Metro

CONTACT uS: Bert Roughton Jr . Metro editor / broughtondajc.com /7 404-526-5342

Watchdog group calls
war chests excessive

Franklin hss raised nearly $1.2
million. and Borders has
1aised over $700.000 -
clearly outpacing their oppo-
nients and pretty much every-
one else runi for public
office n the city elections.
t Lisa Borders have H. lamar Willis and Mary
P consideisble war  Norwood. both of whom are
eh running unopposed for at-
According 10 the latest large sesls, have raised
campaign finance reports. $333.00 lnd 5147.000
uq..ﬂ periodicall cach  tespeatifely:
candidate running for office, That has clu;hl ﬂu

By.ERNIE SUGGS
esuggs®ajc.com

Despote facing wirtually no
mdajor competition in their
tlanta Mayor Shirley
and City Council

e

attention of Bill Bozarth,
executive
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: Students
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curticulum zeforms Gow
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DISTRICT 12

Three-way contest turns combative

Incumbent, ex-councilman both in race o o e o st T o iy

have drunk from.*
By ERNIE SUGGS “Re~elect Derrick Boazman,' * iﬁondhychylhlm
esuggoliajc.com
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said Sheperd, adding that U
Boazman told her repestedly mitment.
Weeks before Atlanta’s that he was not interested in  the last eight
lection. Council have

genersl el . City running again,
District 12 {3 tumning into 2 havingtodoislet peoplaknow Waites said. “They are
tle. . that he is not the council per-  passionate and care sbout

incumben
jovce Sheperd, a former
N don't know. It is

Unit
who has held the thst he would use those tac- empty promises.”
ar. tics. but that is whohe is.”
Sesn  Boazman. who has been ON the Southside
Waites. who mever has held consulting since he left office  District 12 is on Atlanta's
blic office before but prom- & yesr ago, said his seven prlor  Southside nddlnclndu the

new idess and visions for years Sylvan Hills,
the distzict. afford him certain rights. tol View, Fort McPherson

Then there is Derrick "1 won this race (with 85 and Metropolitan Parkway.
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ground for the city of Atlanta.
We have the police academy.
the fire scademy and the
alternative school. Why can't
Boazman's outspokenness -ws also house a museum?
the is not lost on his opponents. v {su't the jazz fest held in
. §| said ha spent too Perkerson Park? We would

once notorious

by campaj as “Council- my track record s for Parkwa; time on and like to house functions that
man Boazman,” a title myuy if. She has beenwt‘htn [ ehanmy Wmm generate revenue for us, too.%
he relinquished a year year and done virtually moved in and removated state in the heart of the nature burt District 12's politi- “District 12 sent a strong
he resigned to run for nothing.” homes. Pryor Road, and s new chicken cal stators at Clty Hall. massage last year.” Waites
president, a race And while Boszman and “Development is booming, mdrbshm..'mnﬂ. “Derrick's relstionship with  seid. ~Thay are gonns send
“':‘neoph . Waites i po\mc:mmhbdhoi' m?wllopmmb thm "Ifﬂ:'l:' N“mm& :‘l:.!n]s ki Dulﬂc??;w Dh:o r lndl:;"
are con- 'aites is on . are in " seven years e
that he does that. If you them. and I‘ithuwﬂz'lw iu‘gd Waites said. “District 12 has & vesr. Now it is Keisha's

look at bis signs, they say “District 12 has been trict.” Sheperd, adding person; whether or not she is  vet to drink from that well of time.”
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DISTRICT 11 . CANDIDATE GUIDE

Ability to lure
development
may be key

dnnloyum:(. snd " more ,
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FULTON COUNTY

PRECINCT SAMPLE BALLOT,
OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA
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NOVEMBER 8, 20056
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(|

L)

[

]

L]

L

]

]

|

For Clty -

Post'1 -

Cl Ll ml e (VAt For Qhe) -

For Mayor -

(Vote For One) OO DWANGA -

(O SHIRLEY FRANKLIN —
(incumberd) O STERH -

(O DAVE WALKER -

- [ ]

(O GLENN S. WRIGHTSON -

. (]

O (\ -

- Write-dn -
— For City Councit -
- President O -
- (Vote For O ) ' Wekedn -
mm| (O LISAM BORDERS/ . For Board of Education |™™
- A District 8 At Large -
mm| (O LISAPOTASH {Vote For One) -
- ' v (O REUBEN R. MCDANIEL -
- O puncli -
- Witsdn N \Pad 3 @) W RILEY p—
- For C  For Or -
- Shy Coundh—\ 4 or e o -
- (Vote For One) Weltsn |-
mm| (O HOWARD SHOOK -
- Gncumbent) -
mmi O -
Write-dn -

o .. . | L] [ ] ]



The Militant - August 28, 2006 - In victory for ynion, worker reinstated a... hitp:/fwww themilitant. com/2006/7032/703257 html

l1of1

«MILITANT

Vel. 70/Ne. 32 Avugust 28, 2006

In victory for union, worker reinstated
at Hormel packing plant in Atlanta

BY RACHELE FRUIT

TUCKER, Georgia—On August 7, Lisa Potash retumed to work at Hormel Foods here
after having been fired nine months earlier. At the time of her firing, one week before
the municipal elections in nearby Atlanta, Potash was the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Atlanta City Council president.

Her campaign platform—including support for workers’ struggles to organize unions and
to use those they have to resist employers’ attacks on wages and job conditions—had
gotten coverage in the local media. On Oct. 20, 2005, a week before the firing, for
example, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the daily newspaper in the metropolitan
area, had published a related article with a photo of Potash.

The company stated “no misconduct” for her firing but claimed that Potash was still on
probation. In fact, Potash had worked two days past her 90-day probation period.

Thirty workers in the plant immediately signed a petition demanding that Potash be
reinstated. United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 1996, which
represents workers at the Hormel plant, took the case to arbitration on the basis that the
firing violated the seniority clauses in the union contract. In July, the arbitrator ruled that
Potash was to be reinstated with her seniority intact and with back pay for lost wages
and benefits.

Workers in the plant were jubilant. A number of them said the news represented a
victory for the union. Workers with more than 20 years in the plant said that they had
only seen one other worker successfully fight a firing by Hormel.

Announcement of the reinstatement was greeted with applause at the July local union
meeting.

Rachele Fruit is a member of UFCW Local 1996 at the Hormel plant in Tucker,
Georgia.

Related articles:
On the Picket Line

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home

11/13/2008 2:13 PM
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Socialist candidate in Atlanta fights
firing

BY BILL ARTH

TUCKER, Georgia—*“] protest Hormel Foods Corporation
terminating my employment only days before the Nov. 8
election,” said Lisa Potash, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Atlanta city council president, in an open letter
to her employer. “My firing is not just an attack on me but

an attack on the right of all working people to participate in
politics, including the right to campaign for public office.”

Potash was fired at the end of the day October 28 from her
job as a utility worker in the precooked bacon department.
In the “separation notice” the bosses handed Potash they
said the reason for her firing was “probationary—no
misconduct.” Potash had been employed by Hormel for 92
days. She was notified in writing when she was hired that
she was “subject to a ninety (90) day probationary period.”

“My campaign is the reason I was fired, although Hormel
will not likely ever admit to that,” Potash said in her open
letter. She pointed out that her campaign had been covered
numerous times in the local media and she had appeared on
television days before her dismissal debating her opponent,
Lisa Borders. The SWP campaign “supports organizing
unions where they don’t exist, and strengthening them where
they do, as well as solidarity between working people across’
the globe,” Potash said.

United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 1996,
which organizes Hormel workers, has filed a grievance
against the firing as a violation of the union contract on the
length of probation. Thirty of Potash’s co-workers have
signed petitions calling for her reinstatement. “I don’t think
it is fair,” said Hormel worker Alfred Kimber, who signed
the petition.

Potash received 11 percent of the vote November 8. That
day she joined a campaign team reaching out to Hormel

workers outside the plant, including to win support for her
fight for reinstatement.

11/13/2008 2:08 PM
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Bill Arth is a member of UFCW Local 1996 and works at

. Hormel.

Related articles:

New York SWP mayoral candidate
“The future is in hands of working people’
New Jersey: Socialist campaigners get hearing

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home

20f2 11/13/2008 2:08 PM
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. DECLARATION

I, Laura Anderson, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP's
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the
Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On April 2, 2008, I was fired from my job at A Lava & Son, a mattress
factory in Chicago. I am the Socialist Workers Party candidate for US Congress
4" CD in Illinois. I had worked at the factory as a sewing machine operator for
one and one half years.

2. In January of 2008 company supervisors Maria Diaz and Jim McCarthy told
me at work that they saw my picture in a news paper and knew I was a candidate
of the Socialist Workers Party. They had also seen a campaign flyer that was
handed out outside the plant during a visit of Roger Calero, SWP candidate for
president, to Chicago. Two co-workers at A Lava & Son told me that Maria
Diaz asked them why they toek the campaign information Calero was handing

out

. 3. Following these incidents Maria Diaz harassed me, including refusing to get
me the equipment and training needed to do a new job. Then on April 2 Diaz
told me to sign a disciplinary form for a one-day suspension for putting the
wrong job code on my timesheet. I asked to read the form before signing it and
Diaz refused. Then floor supervisor McCarthy walked up and told me I was
fired. When I asked why he refused to say.

4. A few days later I met with the plant manager Steve Applebaum to ask why I
had been fired. Applebaum said he'd get back to me on that. I received a letter
within a week from the company saying that I had been terminated for
"insubordination." The Department of Employment Security disagreed with the
company. Their conclusion was that my action which resulted in a discharge
was not "deliberate and willful" and therefore found me eligible for benefits.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 16, 2008. :

Laura Anderson
. September 16, 2008
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‘nrummr OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY

657 SOUTR BLUE ISLAND -

CHICAGO, IL 60608

DATE: 05-07-2008 SSN: 341-70-8210

LAURA V ANDERSON
1647 w 38TH ST .
CHICAGO, IL 60609 LAVA WOOD PRODUCTS CO,

The following determination has baen made in connection with your claim for unemployment
fnsurance beneffts: -

The claimant was discharged from LAVA WOOD PRODUCTS because OF INSUBORDINATION.

The term misconduct mesns the deliberate and wiliful violation of a reasonsble

rule or policy Of the onfiuyar {7 the viclation has--harmed the emplayer or othec.
employaes or has been repeated by the individual despite & warning or other explicit
instruction from the employer. In this case, the claiment’s action which resuvited
in her discharge was not deliberate and willful.

Therefore, this Determinatfon finds the claimant eligible for benef{ts, with
respect to this issue only, for each week cduring the period from 03-30-2008 through
04-12-2008 and she will ba determined eli{gible for each week thereafter as long

as she meets the eligibility requirements of the l111inais Unemployment Insurance
Act.

Waiting week credit has been. granted and/or benefit checks are baing ordered

for sach week of unemployment for which you are eligible. Howavar, the employer

no is a party to the determination has thirty (30) days in which to appeal.

€ the employer sppeals., you.will be notified af the time and place of the hearing.
If you do not racefve notification of waiting week credit and/or benefit payment
within three weeks from the date of this notice, please notify the office.

SEE THE REVERSE SIDE FOR INFORMATION REGAROING APPEAL RIGHTS
VEASE AL REVERSO PARA UNA TRADUCCION EN ESPANOL DE SUS DERECHOS A APELAR
Roberto Acosta - 165

ES Service Representative
Phone 773-221-3737 Ext. 259 Fax 773-221-8597

PORM NBR: Bis~275.1 ISSUE: Section 602A (CO1) DECISION: ALLOW
MIS REF NBR: 02250

o e g e
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I, Cecelia Moriarity, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
"~ SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. In February 2008, I was terminated by the Volt Temporary Agency
from my job at Unionbay in Kent, Washington, one week after I campaigned
at the parking lot entrance outside where I worked with Alyson Kennedy,
Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. vice-president, and Chris
Hoeppner, Socialist Workers Party candidate for governor of Washington. I
submitted a Declaration concerning this discriminatory firing to the FEC on
February 23, 2008, in support of the application by the SWP, the SWP’s
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP for extension of an exemption for certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act (attached).

2. After being fired unjustly for my out-of-work activity in support of
the Socialist Workers candidates, I applied on February 25, 2008, for
unemployment with the Employment Security Department of the State of
Washington based on.“lack of work” as I had been fired improperly. On
- March 19, I submitted a number of materials along with my application to
.the unemployment adjudicator, including a copy of the Declaration I had

prepared for the FEC, which summarized the facts concerning my dismissal
(these materials are attached).

3. The adjudicator told me that I had made a good case that I had not
been fired for cause and appeared eligible to receive unemployment benefits,
but that the company had one month to rebut the materials I had submitted.

4. Ireceived a determination notice dated 04/09/2008 that “Based on
evidence presented, your job separation will be adjudicated as lack of work.”
Afterwards, I received unemployment benefits.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Cow(/rw
Cecelia Moriarity
December 1, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Cecelia Moriarity, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that
the Socialist Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party's National '
Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the
Socialist Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On February 14, 2008, one week after joining Alyson Kennedy, the
Socialist Workers Party candidate for vice president of the United States,
and Chris Hoeppner, the Sacialist Workers Party candidate for governor of
Washington, to present their campaign information to coworkers at the

~ parking lot entrance after work, I was fired by Volt Temporary Services

from a position I held at Unionbay (SPI) warehouse at 21216 72nd Ave S,
Kent, WA. since June 11,2007.

I brought coworkers over to meet Kennedy, held a sign saying "Meet
Alyson Kennedy, Socialist Workers Party candidate for vice president," and
handed out several campaign brochures.

The pretext given by Volt Temporary Services, 15 S Grady Way,
Renton, W A, was that the company (Unionbay) had done an investigation
and a half-dozen people had made allegations that they had seen me stealing
food from the food vendor's truck that comes to the warehouse every
morning at break.

I have never stolen anything from the food truck and told both
Amanda Paulson and Carla Voss from the agency that the allegation was
untrue.

At no time was I presented with proof or given an opportunity to
respond to the charges before being fired. I was denied information about
when the investigation had been carried out and who the people were that
had made the allegations. Amanda Paulson refused to go with me to talk to
the food truck driver or to talk to other workers who had been coming to the
truck as I had for the 8 months I worked at Unionbay.

The next morning on February 15, seven coworkers and I spoke with
the food truck driver who reported that he hadn't known anything about me
stealing from him, that the company had come to him, and he had told them
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he didn't know anything about it or who I was. He told me that he was sorry

. I had been fired.

Three coworkers went with me to the Volt office that afternoon to
report what the driver had said and to find out what could be done in the face
of these false charges. Carla Voss repeated that Unionbay had "ended my
assignment" for the reasons mentioned.

After more discussion about the manner in which I had been fired,
Voss said she would look into the "investigation" a "little more" and get
back to me the following week.

One week later on February 22, Voss called me and said, "Because
three coworkers had come forward for me she had done a little fact-finding
and had talked with her regional supervisor; that Volt could find me. a new
job placement but I couldn't go back to work at Unionbay."

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Ceedor

. Cecelia H. Moriarity
February 23, 2008
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'qliqible for future assignments.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
Determination Notice
. 04/09/2008

770

CECELIA H MORIARITY
1128 SW 134TH ST APT 2
BURIEN WA 98146-3143

Return address:
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPT
TELECENTER APPEALS

PO BOX 19018
OLYMPIA WA 985070018

BYE: 02/21/2009 SSN:
A copy of this determination was mailed to the interested parties
at their address on 04/09/2008.

YOUR RIGHTS/SUS DERECHOS: If you disagree with this decision, you
have the right to appeal. Your appeal must be received or
postmarked by 05/09/2008. See "YOUR RIGHT TO APPEAL" at the end
of this decision. $§i no esti de acuerdo con esta decisién, tiene
el derecho de registrar un apleacién. Vea "SU DERECHO DE
APELACION" al final de esta decisién.

NOTICE/AVISO: The language below is intended to be general context
of the cited law. You may ask for a copy of the complete law by
calling your Telecenter at 1-800-318-6022 or by logging on to
www.rcw.go2ui.com. La intencién del lenguaje de abajo es para dar
uh contexto general de la ley que se cita. Puade pedir una copia
de esa ley al TeleCentro 1-800-318-6022 6 al entrar en
www.rcw.go2ui.com.

Your employer reports you vere let go from the client Union Bay,
but was not fired from Volt Management Corporation You are still

You reported you were let go from the client, Union Bay, but was
not fired from Volt Management Corporation. You are still
eligible for suitable assignments.

04/09/2008 'l of 4
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prime a3 LY ﬂw o0& pré 7 tion will be-7
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Theré is né issué when an individual is separated for lack ot¥
work:: ' ‘ '

n:suw: lﬂ»ﬂta .are. alloved. boq:lnnmq 02/24/2008, if. ot.h-xuue,
Q
YOUR" RIGBT TO APPEAL:
If you disagree with this decision, you have the right to appeal.
An appeal is a written statement that you disagree with this
decision. Your appeal must be received or postmarked by
05/09/2008. An appeal is a request for a hearing with an
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) from the Office of Administrative
Hearings (OAH). If you miss the deadline to appeal, tell us why
- the appeal is late. The ALJ will decide if you have "good cause"
for a late appeal. You can fax or mail your written appeal to the
fax number or return address listed at the beginning of this
decision. We will not accept appcales by e-mail or telephone.

An appeal must include:
- Your name
Your social security number (claimant's)
Your current address
Your telephone number -
The decision you want to appeal
The reason(s) you want to appeal
Your signature (we will return it if not signed)

If you or one of your witnesses dcoes not speak English, tell us
you need an interpreter and the language that you or your witness
speaks.

. OAH will mail you, and any other interested party on the decison,
a Notice of Hearing with the date and time of the hearing, and a
copy of the case file. Most hearings are held by telephone.

For additional information about the appeal process, please see

"How Can I Appeal?" in the UI Claims Kit at www.appeal.go2ui.com
or call your Claims TeleCenter.

04/09/2008 2 of 4
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CLAIMANT: You must continue to file your weekly claims during the
appeal proceas if you are not working full-time. If you win your
appeal, you will be paid for the weeks you claimed.

SU DERECHO DE APELACION:
Si no estid de acuerdo con esta decisién, tiene el derecho de
apelar. La apelacién es una declaracién por escrito diciendo que
no esta de acuerdo con esta decisién y quiere pedir una audiancia
con un juez administrativo de la Oficina de Audiencias
Administrativas (OAH). Su apelacién deberi recibirse o tener
matasellos fechado, en antes de: 05/09/2008, enviela ya sea por
fax o por correo, vea el nimero de fax o domicilio al principio de
esta decisién. No aceptamos apelaciones por correo electrénico ni
- por teléfono.
Si se le pasa la fecha limite para registrar su apelacién,
explique porqué su apelacién es tardia. El juez decidiria si tiene
"una buena razén" para apelacién tardia.

‘ La apelacidén debera incluir:
- Su nombre
El numero de seguro social del reclamante
Su nimero de teléfono
La decisién que quiere apelar
Las razones por lo que no esti de acuerdo con la decisén
Su firma (se devuelven si no tienen firma)
La razén que tiene para apelar a destiempo, si es que la
apelacién es tardia.

S8i para la audiencia en inglés usted o una de sus testigos
necesita Intérprete, pidalo en el mismo escrito y diga qué idioma
se necesita.

'OAH enviara a todas las partes una Notificacién para Audiencia con
la fecha y hora de la audiencia y una copia del expediente La
mayoria de las audiencias son por telifono. .

Para mayor infomacién acerca del proceso de apelacién, vea la
" seccién "Cémo puedo apelar una decisién?" en el Manual para

Reclamos por Desempleo que le enviamos, o por Internet en

www.appeal-sp.go2ui.com o llame al TeleCentro.

RECLAMANTE: Si no esta trabajando de tiempo completo, continde

registrando su reclamo semanal. §8i gana la apelacién, solo
. pagaremos las semanas que haya registrado un reclamo y reunido

04/09/2008 3 of 4
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cualgquier otro requisito.

VOLT MANAGEMENT CORP

C/0 BARNETT ASSOCIATES

P O BOX 7340

GARDEN CITY NY 11530-0725

‘ 04/09/2008

4 of 4
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1128 SW 134" ST APT2
BURIEN, WA 98146-3143

MARCH 19, 2008

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
Ul IMAGING

FAX: (800) 301-1796

PO BOX 19019

OLYMPIA, WA 98507-0019

In reply to your request regarding my unemployment claim I am faxing to
you the following:

the completed job separation questionnaire with a copy of the letters,
a copy of my work search for weeks ending March 1, 2008 (and for
March 3, 2008), copies of 3 declarations to the Federal Elections
Commission for advisory opinion, and a copy of an article from the
March 24, 2008 Militant newsweekly.

On February 22 Volt supervisor, Carla Voss, called to tell me Volt would
find me a new job placement. Volt never gave me a new assignment and I
filed for unemployment.

Sincerely,
Ceceles, 7"‘4

'Cecelia Moriarity
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ﬁ t Security Department Request for Job Separation
mploymen urity Departmen :
STATE Information
.0. Box 19019 @ Olympia, WA 98507-0019 e Fax # 1-800-301-1796 |
Mailing Date: 3:10/2008  SSN#: Seqi: 006
Cecelia H Morlarlty Please return this letter no_later than March 20, 2008 to:
1128 SW 134* ST Apt 2 %"-"l""yl:;" Secarity Department
98 nemployment Insurance Imaging
Burien WA 98146-3143 P.O. Box 19019
Olympia, WA 98507-0019
" Fax #: 1-800-301-1796

s i, Hi:l i
We have a question about your ehgxblhty»'for benci' is’ Your employer has reported a dlfferent reason

for your job separation than you reported. We attached a copy of the employer’s report. We will send
you a job separation questionnaire in a separate envelgpe so you can respond to the employer's report.

We may schedule you for an interview. If you are scheduled, we will send you an appointment letter
within a eouple of days with the date and time for the interview. ltm_d_o_n_wc_eu_aummgn.
letter within pleted job separation questionns h a cop s letter.“Include
a copy of your work search for the week(s) ending Mamch 1, 2008 v '

You need to tell us why you reported “Lack of Work” as the reason you are no longer working for.’
is employer.

Fanlume to give us complete and accurate information could result in a denial of benefits. If you make a
false statement or withhold information about your claim to get benefits it is considered fraud. If you
commit fraud, you may be denied benefits for future weeks. You may also have to pay back benefits you
have received, and you may have to pay a penalty.

After receiving your response, if additional information is needed, we will contact you by telephone.
You have the right to an interview beforc a decision ismade. You may have any person, including an
attorney, assist you during the interview. You may present evidence, documents, or witnesses; cross-
examine witnesses or parties present; and ask for a-copy. ot all records and documents on the issue.
Pob for bitnetits. Your
veds W gaddwed e
Tt vy Y

‘ | i . Ol
1 O AR

JBSEI’(.'I'R-M (1207)
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(i oF 2) State of Washingtan — Employrsent Department 'E)
Ay e \

IMPORTANT: The following claimant has filed a dlaim for unemployment insurance benefity end hias

you as one of the last employers. Please review to jicevest improper payments. y

e (TR cm me.ws e -

mwmmmum'u'mmgum of work" and you mmm,
’ provide. 1f we do not

llIl““l“l"'“l“l“llt“l“'lll'llll'l'l‘l l‘lll“lll ll‘l"

VOLT MANAGEMENT CORP Retarn Address:
C/O BARNETT ASSOCIATES %mcgw SECURITY DEPT
P O BOX TM40 : 1 504-5647
: . FAX :(800)301-1796
GARDENCITY NY 11530725 - m& it
. OLYMPIA WA 985070019
"TC: TN BYE: 02/21/2009 Name: CECELIA H MORIARITY - SSN: SEQ: 000
Date Began: 06/11/2007 Last day worked: 02/14/2008 D_l!eofﬂq:lmlon: 02/14/2008
Cluimant’s separation reason: LACK OF WORK
Engloyery Stakment:
Began: Last Workod: M Dato Separated: Pay Rate: § per (hour/dayjetc)
p 4% -ty !ﬂlt
Payments Pay in Heu of notloes$_____ um;ﬁoq]d!“.dgl 1% Ascorued: $ : Holiday Pay: S
Chaiman's Job Tite/Oocupation: [ B b Ry i o T

Mmmmummummuwm-cm@muumwm Qo Q e
Q Dknctmen ttandards  [Jravor Diputs ) Other (explain)

1 will have more work on 1 would ke this porson on standby () Yes {INo. Ifyer dates Mo, Dev  ¥r .

(NOTE: Stanity pranted whew the ciaitaant has & dolinite retern to work date tiat s withis four wesk.  An employer can request
mu.&o;ry:*n?umﬂumddﬂtmhwﬂh Wu%mmmﬁduﬂwﬁ.ﬂmmﬁuwﬁm

Quit Jodrmation:
1. What renson did the clalmant give for quitting on the last day?

2. DN the daimant stete heehs quit for one or ware of the follawing resmns (vheok all that apply)
) Quit to socept & new offer of work?
Q0 Qui de 0 tnem or deabity ot ) aetror Q) ucakty marsber? 1f yos, was medical veciicaion providet? O Yes orQ o,
1s the claimant efigible for relnstatemont ] yes or [} No.
CJ Quit to relocase dus to spaier's mandatory trausfer for: () eideting job: () new job: or {J mititary tranefort
) Quit due o domestia violeaos or stalking of () ool or [ famlly membor?
0] Reduation in pay snd/oe fringe bepefite? 1T yesby what perosutage?_______, Was the reduction Dmuumﬂ
() Roduotion in hours of wark? If ywr, by what peroentage? ____, Wes the toducdon: (7 penmenest or (] teraporary?
() Relooation of work site or modifiattion 10 his/bat chiR or pchedule? If yes, was the refocation: (] permanent or ] temporany? .
(3 ANeged sukty violations st the work sits? If yos, was the violutlon reportad to you? [T} Yes or (T} Ne '
(3 Altaged Hlogal activitiss at the wark site! lrmmmwhi'rm}udhymﬂa 7-«0 No

1* ' ‘ i
| 1 g 1)
“mﬂﬂmﬂlﬂ“mmﬂmﬂmMMHMHI

Recelved by Washington Employment Securly Departvent af 362068 12:44:30 PM Packic Sandard Tie] on fine 1000
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. Name: CECELIA H MORIARITY SSN: -

3 Mhd&mﬂmmﬂmﬂuhmqw.uﬂ:#w.hwdm“! Qves or JNo

. apbrirr
A 5 TR B 32

."‘:Tca rvm“ =TT
= A "

t mmmmmumdhmmuuw

2. .wuwwmﬁ;hmumotnnfdhwgm(mﬁdmmx

C Dotiverate sctr that sre liiegal, provoke viokner or violation of lawa? If yes, what wes the acd
) [0 violation of 4 company rule? If yes, what was the rule? -
. [ Viclations o Jaw while acting within the scope of esaploytasat! 1F yes, What was the aw?
Q UM&thMWMMdMMM\?
0 onw
Pleusa provide specifio detalis relating 1o the reason(s) checkod, (a.g. dates of tardiness/absncet, how many waraings, etc.y:

I R [}
R

M’”"

Y mmmmm'cmmumua (qmo

.’.e\

a c«ummmuum-mumumwn Yes or (] No fexplain)

S.  If = W was violated, Will you flle orimina! charges? OVu or (J No. Have charges boen Med? (Y Yesor (I ve. Whare?t

Avelisbilily: Explain any reason you feel the clsitmant is not svaliable for work.

‘ mnrormmraimm. I you were aiso one of the elalmant’s base

Thie

qummmmum@ﬁ@&mmmnw( m%ﬁgm%ﬁm
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT

Discharge Questionnaire
. 03/11/2008

CECELIA MORIARITY
1128 SW 134TH ST APT 2
BURIEN WA 98146-3143

Employer Name and Address:
VOLT MANAGEMENT CORP

C/0 BARNETT ASSOCIATES
GARDEN CITY NY 11530-0725

BYE: 02/21/2009 SSN:

Please complete this form about your discharge or suspension from
work. The following information is needed to make a decision on

your unemployment claim. No decision will be made until you file a
weekly claim.

Employer's business phone number:
Work Location: ) ON Pl

Date started work: 2007
Date fired: Q007 .
Last day paid: (3] ROO
Job Title: PHASEe [- PACK ICKER

Job Duties: P/ Jo A5 __PACKING + LABELIN G _SHIPAINE Bokes

1. What was the final incident that caused you to be fired or
suspendz'
[ ivAs rsd gne weqarafhv

=

(425 255 -137)
4 d

2. Who fired or suspended you?
Name LA VOSS

Title VLT SERMCES SPERVISPR

3. What reason did this person give for firin or suspending you?
1O/, RMINATED M SSIGAMM T RYSTEALIAS Faao
EAK

rﬁ;__mwm

SVBSTANVTI ATIA/G MIS CHARGE -

4. Had you been warned before about your conduct? YES _@_
How many warnings did you receive? INE

Were the warnings written __ or verbal
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Discharge Questionnaire

What dates did you receive the warnings? —
Was there anything you could have done to keep your job?

5. If you vere fired or suspended for breaking a company rule:

th
What was e rule? ’f'Hé L/ég.

Did you know about the rule? YES __ NO __
Were you at work when the incident happened? YES ___ NO

6. .d discuss your firing or suspension with your employer?
YES .

What was the result?

NO Why not?

7. Are you a union member? YES ___

If YES, did you discuss your fi g or suspension with your
union? YES __ NO .

If YES, what was the result?

If No, why not?

Please tell us any other facts or details that explain why you
lost your job. P

LEASE SEE ARACKED [IATERIALS.

This information is needed to make a decision on your unemploynient
claim. After receiving your response, if we need additional '
information we will contact you by phone.

You have the right to an interview by telephone or in peraén

before a decision is made. If you want an interview, contact the
TeleCenter. You may have any person, including an attorney, assist

03/11/2008 - 2
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Your signature _(etcles H-Niorigul,

2214

Discharge Questionnaife

you at the interview. You may present evidence, documents, or
witnesses; cross-examine witnesses or parties present; and ask for
copies of all records or documents on this issue.

I have read and understand my rights. I made this étatement to
get unemployment benefits. The information I provided is true to

the best of my knowledge. I understand that my employer may be
contacted. :

I also understand that I may be denied for misrepresentation if 1

- provide false information or withhold material facts in order to

obtain benefits.

Your telephone number (2¢) ,7292- 4370’
Date _3 IJ/ 200%

IMPORTANT NOTE

DO NOT IGNORE THIS LETTER. This information will be used to
decide if you are eligible for benefits and/or if you have been
overpald. Mail OR fax this letter and any other evidence or
documents that may help us make a decision to:

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPT
UI IMAGING

FAX :(800)301-1796

PO BOX 19019

OLYMPIA WA 98507-0019

Return this completed form by 03/20/2008. If you do not, your
bene_f:l.ta may be denied and you may have an overpayment.

CU EMS5341-C MC

03/11/2008 . 3
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DECLARATION

I, Cecelia Moriarity, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the'Socialist Workers Party’s National Campaign

- Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On February 14, 2008, one week after joining Alyson Kennedy,
the Socialist Workers Party candidate for vice president of the
United States, and Chris Hoeppner, the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for governor of Washington, to present their campaign
information to coworkers at the parking lot entrance after work,
I was fired by Volt Temporary Services from a position I held at
Unionbay (SPI) warehouse at 21216 72" Ave S, Kent, WA.
since June 11, 2007.

I brought coworkers over to meet Kennedy, held a sign saying -
“Meet Alyson Kennedy, Socialist Workers Party candidate for
vice president,” and handed out several campaign brochures.

The pretext given by Volt Temporary Services, 15 S Grady
Way, Renton, WA, was that the company (Unionbay) had done
an investigation and a half-dozen people had made allegations
that they had seen me stealing food from the food vendor’s truck
that comes to the warehouse every morning at break.

I have never stolen anything from the food truck and told both

. Amanda Paulson and Carla Voss from the agency that the

allegation was untrue.

At no time was I presented with proof or given an opportunity to
respond to the charges before being fired. I was denied
information about when the investigation had been carried out
and who the people were that had made the allegations.
Amanda Paulson refused to go with me to talk to the food truck
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driver or to talk to other workers who had been coming to the
truck as I had for the 8 months I worked at Unionbay.

The next morning on February 15, seven coworkers and I spoke
with the food truck driver who reported that he hadn’t known
anything about me stealing from him, that the company had
come to him, and he had told them he didn’t know anything
about it or who I was. He told me that he was sorry I had been
fired.

Three coworkers went with me to the Volt office that afternoon
to report what the driver had said and to find out what could be
done in the face of these false charges. Carla Voss repeated that
Unionbay had “ended my assignment” for the reasons
mentioned.

After more discussion about the manner in which I had been
fired, Voss said she would look into the “investigation” a “little
more” and get back to me the following week.

One week later on February 22, Voss called me and said,
“Because three coworkers had come forward for me she had
done a little fact-finding and had talked with her regional
supervisor; that Volt could find me a new job placement but I
couldn’t go back to work at Unionbay.”

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Cecelia H. Moriarity
February 23, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Jim Bynum, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist
Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On February 15, 2008 at break time I went to the food truck with
other coworkers to hear what the food truck driver had to say about
the company’s charges that Cecelia Moriarity had been stealing food
from his truck. I understood the driver to say that he didn’t know
anything about it.

At the Volt office later that day, I told Carla Voss, the Volt supervisor,
that Unionbay’s claims of stealing were not consistent with what I
know of Moriarity as a coworker. I stated that we had been given
nothing to make us confident that Volt had looked into the charges nor
that this wouldn’t happen to other workers that her company had
placed at assignments. Voss said we didn’t need to know the nature
of Volt’s participation. :

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Jim Bynum

March 3, 2008
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DECLARATION |

I, Chris Hoeppner, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the Socialist Workers Party’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist.
Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge: ‘

On February 15, 2008 at break time I went to the food truck with
several coworkers to hear what the food truck driver had to say about
the company’s charges that Cecelia Moriarity had been stealing food
from his truck. The driver apologized to Cecelia and insisted
repeatedly that he didn’t know anything about it, but that Unionbay
had asserted it.

At the Volt temporary agency office later that day several workers
met with Carla Voss, the Volt supervisor, and protested the firing of
Cecelia Moriarity, noting that she was not given an opportunity to
defend herself before she was fired. When Cecelia Moriarity asked
Carla Voss for any evidence to substantiate the charges, she refused to
provide any. When asked if there was any way to protest the
‘anonymous and unsubstantiated charge, Voss said no.

The firing took place one week after Cecelia Moriarity participated in
campaigning at the company plant gate for the Socialist Workers
Party candidates for Vice-President, Alyson Kennedy, and myself for
Governor of Washington State.

I declare under the penalty of pel]ury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Cl,

Chris Hoeppn
March 3, 2008
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Seattle-area warehouse workers organize
against firing of socialist campaign supporter

BY JOHN NAUBERT

KENT, Washington—Workers at the Unionbay warehause in this Seatte suburb are defending their coworker
C:o;kelia Moriarity, who was fired one week after campaigning with Socialist Workers Party candidates after
work.

Moriarity joined SWP candidate for vice president Alyson Kennedy and SWP candidate for governor Chris
Hoeppner at the parking lot entrance February 7 to campaign for the socialist alternative. Democratic Party
candidates B Obama and Hillary Clinton were in Seattle campaigning the same day.

More than half of the 150 workers at the warchouse are “temp workers™ placed by Volt Temporary Services.
Moriarity was one of those. She is known on the job as a supporter of the Militant newspaper and of the
Socialist Workers Party candidates. :

Moriarity said that Unionbay management claimed “a half-dozen people had come forward" to say she had been
stealing food from the food truck. No proof was ever presented nor was Moriarity given an opportunity to
respond to the false accusations before being fired.

Moriarity and seven coworkers spoke to the driver of the food truck the day after she was fired. He said he knew
of no problem and that the company had come to him. He said he had told the company he didn't know anything
about it or who they were talking about and was apologetic that Moriarity had been fired.

The reaction of many workers has been disbelief. “That's out of character,” said one worker.

“] think the company was worried because Kennedy was out there talking about the need for a union,” said
Frank Chambliss, another worker. “‘What bothers me is there is no due process. We have no union, so the
company can do almost anything they want.” :

Worker Jim Bynum helped organize a delegation to Volt to report what the driver said. Volt manager Carla Voss
said that the decision was made by Unionbay management.

Discussions about the firing went on all day long the day after Moriarity was fired. “People should be able to
support any candidate they want,” said one coworker, not buying the company's accusations of stealing.

One week later, Voss called Moriarity to tell her that “because coworkers had come forward in your defense,
Volt had looked into the facts, and will find you a new job placement but not at Unionbay.” Moriarity has
accepted the offer by Volt to take a new job.

Hoeppner, who also works at Unionbay, has been talking with his coworkers about why this-is a partial victory.
“The socialist campaign will not be intimidated and will continue to getout the working class altemative to the
twin capitalist parties of war, racism, and increasing unemployment,” he said.

John Naubert works at Unionbay.
- Related articles:
L] v' L
SWP candidate Minnesota students
(A AN J25) Elections &
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DECLARATION

L, William Estrada, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

: 1. On the morning of February 21, 2006, Ved Dookhun and I were

present at the Militant Labor Forum Hall located at 80 West Main Street in
Price, Utah. The office was located on the second floor above Far West Bank.
The Socialist Workers Party had its offices there and activities in support of
the Socialist Workers campaigns in 2005 and 2006 were organized out of
these premises as well. Ved and I were both active in these campaigns.

2. Sometime that morning we received a phone call from Alyson
Kennedy. She informed us that Far West Bank had taken down the Militant
Labor Forum sign that had been on the front door to identify our hall. We
went downstairs to take a photo of the front door.

3. The bank manager and our landlord, Dan Hunter, immediately came
out and asked, "What the hell we were doing." We replied that we were taking
a photo of the door to show that the sign had been removed. He replied that,
"By the way you are acting you are out of here at the end of this month." He .
said that he "did not care about our $100 a month rent" and added that, "You
can go somewhere else to peddle your poison." Hunter said we were “against
a lot of customers that I do business with.”

4. We said that Kennedy would talk to him. He replied that he did not
know her, and that a meeting was not required, because, he said, we have to
be out by the end of the month. He was belligerent, and raised his voice,
demanding Kennedy’s phone number. He insisted that this was our notice to
vacate the premises and that we should inform Kennedy. We did not argue
with him and said that she would contact him.

_ I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on April 8, 2007 in Price, Utah.

_Mﬁbﬂahf"\-

William Estrada
April 8, 2007




23-2

' BAILEY & TORGERSON, PLLC
. 220 EAST 200 SOUTH
R PRICE, UTAR 84501 (435) 6374524
. MANDIS]. TORGERION FAX (435) 6374109
DON M. TORGERSON www.pricdawyers.com
February 24, 2006
vig Fax and First-Class Mafl -
Dan Hunter
Branch Manager, Far West Bank
82 West Main St.
Price, UT 84501

Re: Alyson Kennedy Lease

Dear Mr- Humtér:— -~ — ~ T Tt YT/ ey e e T T

This office has been asked 10 contact you regarding the above-refercnced lessee of the
commeicial space on the second floor of the Far West Bank building in Price. It is my
. understanding that you are in charge of managing and leasing the property on behalf of Far West

I have been advised that there was some disagreement betwoen you and Ms. Kennedy’s
associates regarding the vinyl lettering on the front door of the leased premises that read
“Militant Labor Forum.” As you probably know, that lettering has since been removed. Ms.
Keanedy and her associates did so in the spirit of cooperation and in an effort 10 ease some of
'your concems. They also removed the same lettexing from the intetior door to their leased olfice

space.

The purpose for my Jetter, however, is to address the larger issue of threatened eviction.
There was apparently some discussion that Ms. Kennedy and her associates needed to be out of
the leased premises by the end of the month. lhaverevxewedtheleaseandnappeusmme
lease is valid until October 4, 2006. From what I know, there has been no breach of the lease
agreement that would require them to vacate the premises before that time. “They have feithfully
paid the rent and have otherwise been excellent tenants. Aceordmgly they wijll plan to remain
in the leased premises and abide by the terms of the lease agreemént until the lease éxpires. If
thercisaposslblhtyofemendmgtheleasebeyondd:atpeﬂod,Iamsmetheywouldbemmested
in discussing it with you at that time.

Thauk you for your consideratior of this lei;er. If you would like to further discuss any of
the matters I have mentioned, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

£00Q ON diis « T601$T0SCY XVd ICIET 8002/L2/20
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Mr. Dan Hunter
February 24, 2006
. Re: Alyson Keunedy Lease
Page 2 .
Sincerely,
BAILEY & TORGERSON, PLLC
Initger—"
Don M. Torgerson
cc Alyson Kennedy

yoo» ON JdiiSs « T60TCTIOSCY XVA TC:eT 0002/.2/20
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effective on the date of the last signature below (the "Effective Date”) by and between Far
Bank. (“Far West”) and Alyson Kennedy (“Kennedy™).

WHEREAS, on or about October 4, 2005, Kennedy and Far West entered i
Commercial Lease (the “Lease™) for office space located at 80 West Main Price, Utah 84501 (thc
“Premises”). Keonedy and Far West wish to terminate the Lease and to release each other from
all further obligations arising under the lease, as more specifically set forth in the and
conditions of this Agreement .

mssmMmmmrmnmém*wamﬁbm
est

. NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing recitals, the mutual
conditions, and agreement herein contained and other good and valuable consideration| the
receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hercto, each intending
legally bound hereby, agree as follows:

OPERATIVE PROVISIONS

1 Mmmwmww
lgreedtobeﬂmmmdundumdmgofthemalwmbuebymorpormd intq this
Agrecment.

2. Paymegt and Remova) dafes. The parties agree that Kemnedy will the
premises by April 30, 2006 and remove all personal property. Kennedy’s payments for
and April have been previously received by Far West Bank. All other provisions of the |
that are not expressly amended in this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

3. Genens] Provisions.

A.  Coupsel The partics hereby acknowledge and agree that they have had the
opportunity to consult the legal counsel of their choice regarding the subject matter hereof.

B.  Severability. In the event that any condition, covenant, or other provision
herein contained is held to be invalid ar void by auy court of competent jurisdiction,
shall be deemed severable from the remainder of this Agreement and shall in no way
other covenant or condition herein contained. If such condition, covenant, ar other i
s}unhedeunedmvdndduemmmpeorbnmmmmon:hnbedemedvahd the
extent of the soope or breadth permitted by law.

C.  Entive Asreement. This Agreement sets forth the entire agreement among
puties and supersedes all prior agréements, whether written or oral:

D. Headings. The headings to the various sections and
Ageemanmforwnvenimanduseofrefummlyanddomtdeﬁne.hmﬂ.
describe the scope, content, or intent of this Agreement or any part or parts of this




to fulfill the purposes of this Agreement.

e ————
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~ drafted, and it shall be construed without regard to the rules of constroction that might

E.  Goveming |aw, Jurisdiction, and Venue. The laws of the State of Utsh
will govemn the validity, performance, and the enforcement of this Agreement.

F.  Modification gnd Amendment. '11nsM;rwnemnm:rlwamm!ﬂdormhﬁeh
onlybyanms!rmnentmwdmsigmdbynlltlmpnmeshmto.

G.  Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed simultaneously in two or
countesparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which shall constitute one
the sams instrument.

" H. Purther Assurinces. The parties hereto shall excoute such other documents
mstumm&.mduknmcbﬁnﬁamommdstepsasmnablquumdbythcothupmes'

L - Cunmdmgofﬁnéo?m& In the eveat of the failure of any party
.hexeto to comply with any provisions of this Agreement, the defaylting party shall pay any
all costs and expenses, including reasonable attorney fees arising out of or resulting from
default (including any incurred in connection with any appeal), incurved by the injured

enforoing its rights and remedics, whether such right or remedy is pursued by filing a
otherwise. :

S g

Contract Construction. The parties intend that no party heveto shall be
mbe&cdmﬁuofmmmwmmcoﬂmvelymnbedem

applyaglinsttbcdmﬂa-.
K. Mutus] Release of all Claims. In consideration of the provisions set forth

herein, the parties, and any successors, assigns or heirs, hereby muually agres to
forever discharge each other, and each other’s officers, directors, employees, insurers,

- attorneys, representatives, successors, and essigns, of and from any and all claims, or

mmmmm«mumwmw@uum
with respect to any matters or claims of any kind that either party may have against the T,
presoutly known or unknown, arising, occurring, or accruing prior to the effective date of this
Agreement. Nothing set forth in this Settlement Agreement, and no actions taken by any
pursuant to this Settiement Agreement, shall be construed as an admission by any Party of any
Liability or wrongdoing of any kind.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, mmmuwmmwmﬂ#m
opposits his, her, or its authorized signature below, effective as of the Effective Date.

Alyson Kenncdy o
Z Dae: Q_f,wﬂ 1o, A

Far West Bank. _
Cofd . - At
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Partisans of Militant Labor Forum
in Price, Utah, fight eviction attempt

by landlord tied to coal bosses
(front page)

BY ILONA GERSH

CHICAGO—"“Organizers of the Militant Labor Forum in
Price, Utah, have launched a fight against the attempted
eviction of the forum from its premises by the landlord, who
has ties to the coal companies in the area,” said Alyson
Kennedy here on February 26. She was addressing a special
Militant Labor Forum in Chicago titled “Defend labor
rights.” Supporters of the Militant newspaper organize these
forums.

The Chicago event was one of a series of special forums to
build support for the fight by the Militant, the United Mine
Workers of America (UMW A), and coal miners who fought
to win UMWA representation at the Co-Op mine in
Huntington, Utah, to defeat a harassment lawsuit by C.W.
Mining—the owner of the Co-Op mine (see article below).
Kennedy, a former Co-Op miner and a defendant in the
C.W. Mining suit, xsoneoftheorgamzersoftheMﬂmant
Labor Forum in Price.

The forum hall in Price is located, along with other offices,
on the second floor of a building managed by the Far West
Bank in downtown Price, Kennedy said. One of the
best-attended events its organizers hosted recently was a
forum in January on the explosion at the Sago Mine in West
Virginia when 12 miners were killed on the job. Another was
held February 18, the day after a court hearing in Salt Lake
City on the C.W. Mining suit to discuss the outcome of the
hearing and the next steps in this labor defense case,
Kennedy noted. Militant editor Argiris Malapanis was a
featured speaker at that forum.

Three days later, she said, a manager of the Far West Bank
told volunteers who help organize the forums that they have
to get out of the hall by the end of the month. He said the
bank has a lot of customers it does business with that “you

are against,” adding, “You can go somewhere else to peddie

http://www . themilitant.com/2006/7010/701003 .html
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your poison.”
“Right away,” Kennedy said, “we hired a lawyer, Don
Torgerson, of the law firm Bailey & Torgerson. Our attorney
was subsequently informed by the lawyer representing the
bank that his client is taking steps to evict us at any cost.
This is an attack on the right of working people to come
together at the Militant Labor Forums to exchange
experiences and discuss how to organize to defend workers
and farmers from attacks by the bosses and the government,
including Washington’s imperialist wars. We will fight this
attack on freedom of speech.”

Torgerson agreed. “This is a free-speech issue, not a lease
issue,” he told the Militant. “It’s clear the landlord wants
them out for political reasons.”

kedkekkok

Kennedy was joined by other speakers on the panel of the
Chicago forum. Among them was Mary Johnson, a long-time
organizer for prisoners’ rights and fighter against police
brutality and racism. Prisoners need newspapers like the
Militant and books published by Pathfinder Press to find
their self-worth, Johnson said. “The Militant is important
because it tells the truth,” she continued. “ Anytime you take
the truth to the people you are a threat.” Other speakers
included Ben Rasmach, a student at the University of
Chicago who has been getting support on campus for the
Militant Fighting Fund (see front-page article), and Maria
Moreano of the Young Socialists in the Twin Cities,
Minnesota.

After a fund appeal by Dennis Richter from the Socialist
Workers Party, those present contributed $611 to help the
Militant continue fielding reporting teams and meet other
operating costs.

Forums like that in Chicago have also been held in San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, New York, Atlanta,
Birmingham, Pittsburgh, Washington, and Newark, New
Jersey. Contributions to the Militant at these meetings have
so far exceeded $8,500. (See front-page ad for similar

upcoming forums.)
Alyson Kennedy contributed to this article.

Related articles:
Mine workers strike in Mexico

11/13/2008 2:09 PM
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Protest boss greed that killed 65
Demand safety measures to prevent other disasters
Miners’ union calls march in Alabama
. Miners discuss Buffalo Creek disaster at film showing
Gas explosions prompt evacuation of Alabama’s Shoal
Creek mine
Build UMWA march!{ Back Mexican strikers!
An to our readers

San Francisco: Militant Labor Forum fights frame-up

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home
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Utah forum supporters
push back eviction threat

BY JACOB PERASSO

PRICE, Utah—*Supporters of the Militant Labor Forum
here have pushed back the threat of immediate eviction from
our hall,” said Alyson Kennedy at a March 4 forum on
recent developments in the coalfields in North America.

The Militant Labor Forum hall is located, along with other
offices, on the second floor of a building managed by the Far

West Bank in downtown Price.

On February 21, a manager of the bank informed supporters
of the Militant, who help organize the forums, that they will
' have to get out of the hall by the end of the month. “You
. can go somewhere else to peddle your poison,” the manager
told a couple of the volunteers, Kennedy explained.

“Later in the week the landlord also threatened to change
the locks on the doors,” Kennedy said. “This is an attack on
the right of working people to come together and discuss
important issues facing workers today, like the need to

unionize the mines to enforce safety.”

“By winning support from workers in the area and hiring
legal counsel we have been able to negotiate effectively. The

landlord is now offering this month’s rent free in exchange
for breakirig the lease early at the end of March,” Kennedy

stated.

* Volunteers signed up 12 subscribers to the Militant in Price
and nearby towns over the March 4-5 weekend. They also
distributed a statement outlining the facts of the case and
calling on working people to support organizers of the
Militant Labor Forum in their effort to maintain a hall in
Price, whether at the current location or a new one.

. . Front for this issue) | Home | Text-version home

{ of 1
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DECLARATION

I, Daniel Fein, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exception from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On January 7, 2006, myself and two other supporters of the Militant
went door to door to houses in Philippi, West Virginia. We were distributing
the issue of the Militant newsweekly featuring an editorial on safety in the
coal mines in response to the Sago mine explosion a few days before in
which 12 miners were killed.

2. At around 3:30 p.m., when we were talking to each other on the
sidewalk comparing our results, 3 or 4 police cars pulled up next to us.
Several police officers jumped out and asked for our IDs. They frisked me
and another man who was also distributing the paper. They took a copy of
the Militant, looked at it, and asked what. we were doing. They then
threatened us with arrest if we didn't leave town immediately. A police car
escorted our car out of town.

3. In a derogatory article about this harassment printed later the
Clarksburg Exponent-Telegram, which did not mention who we were but
referred to us as “opponents of big business” in an effort to make us appear
as more sinister, falsely stated that we attempted to distribute literature at
visitations for miners that had died. This is categorically untrue.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
corrected. Executed on February 13, 2007 in New York, NY.

Ywir

Daniel Fein
.. ..February 13, 2007



DECLARATION

I, Brian Williams, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and two other supporters of the Militant newspaper were
introducing coal miners and other working people to the Militant in Philippi,
West Virginia, on January 7, 2006.

2. We were distributing the paper just five days after an explosion at

‘the Sago coal mine killed 12 miners, several of whom had lived in this town

or nearby. A number of working people in this area were interested in
purchasing copies of the Militant and discussing the ideas presented in this
paper, which backs the Socialist Workers Party election campaigns
nationwide.

3. The day we spent in Philippi there were many policemen in the
area. Also that day there were a couple of receptions at funeral homes by
relatives of the dead miners.

4. As I and two other supporters of the Militant were walking on the
sidewalk after visiting some workers who live in houses on a nearby block,
five police cars with Philippi police officers and state troopers surrounded us
on a street comer. The police demanded to see identification from each of us,
ordered myself and one of the other Militant supporters to place their hands
on the police car, and searched each of us. They took several copies of the
Militant from us. A police officer then ordered us to leave town or we would

be arrested. We got in our car and a police car escorted us well outside the
city limit.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
corrected. Executed on February 16, 2007 in New York, NY.

Brian Williams
February 16, 2007
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The Exponent Telegram (Clarksburg, WV) January 9, 2006
p.- A6

Protest group attempts to hand out literature at
miners’ visitations
by John G. Miller, Managing Editor

PHILIPPI -- A group protesting big business attempted to distribute
literature on Saturday at two Barbour County funeral homes ‘during

visitations for two of the miners killed in the Sago Mine disaster. The group
also was reported to be in Upshur County distributing literature.

Police reported no incidents during Sunday’s funerals in Barbour and
Upshur counties, as six of the miners were laid to rest.

On Saturday, the group was confronted by Philippi police and asked to
leave, according to Barbour County Sheriff John Cutright. '

The group, which had five or six members, was in violation of a city
ordinance, Cutright said. No arrests were made, although Philippi officers
took the names of those protesting.

Philippi Police Sgt. Jeff Walters was not available to confirm the name of -
the group on Sunday.

The group apparently has no connection to a religious group from Kansas
that has threatened to protest the funerals of the miners.

“There was no altercation,” Cutright said. “And no arrests made.”

He indicated the group was asked to leave one funeral home, then
showed up at the other where another visitation was being held.

Cutright said the group members first identified themselves as working
media with The New York Times. When they couldn’t produce identification,
they changed their story.

“We’ve had no problems with the media,” Cutright said. “They’ve been
very respectful and followed any guidelines provided by the family and
police.” '

Cutright said more than 15 uniformed officers, as well as six reserve
officers, were handling security for the funerals and visitation scheduled
Sunday in Barbour County.



D~

“We have five from the Sheriff’s Department, three from Philippi, four
State Police, one from Junior and two from Taylor County,” Cutright said.

The Taylor County officers were called out in support after Saturday’s
incident, according to Taylor Prosecuting Attorney John Bord.

Cutright also confirmed he had been in contact with other area counties
and additional police were on standby.

Taylor Sheriff Robert H. Beltner said he and an officer from Junior were
stationed at one cemetery on Sunday.

“So far there have been no problems,” Beltner said. “We’re just trying to
provide the miners’ families some privacy and respect.”

Upshur County Sheriff Virgil Miller said he had heard the anti-big
business group was in Upshur County distributing pamphlets, but there were
' no altercations. He said he was told the group was from Pennsylvania.

Miller said his entire 10-man department, plus Buckhannon City Police
and State Police were on duty throughout the weekend to provide security,
as well as regular patrols. :

Miller said other than having to ask some media to move from an area
too close to one of the funeral homes, there had been no issues.
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DECLARATION

I, Rollande Girard, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1.

On October 22, 2005 myself and another supporter of the Militant, the
Socialist Workers Party campaign’s newspaper went door-to-door in
the north side of Toledo to present the socialist views of the
newspaper in that working class neighborhood.

. A few days earlier, on October 15, the neo-Nazi group, National

Socialist Movement had attempted a racist march through the
northside neighborhood of Toledo supposedly to prevent
“victimization of whites by blacks”.

. About 15 minutes after we arrived, the police drove up and asked us

what we were doing. We told them we were introducing people to our
campaign newspaper, the Militant. They said someone had called
them saying that the National Socialist Movement was in the
neighborhood. We made it clear to them that we were not with that
group and that we supported the Socialist Workers Party. They asked
for our IDs.

. The police officers told us that it was prohibited to go door-to-door in

Toledo and that we would be arrested if we continued. We told them
we had the legal right to introduce people to our paper. In a very
hostile manner they reiterated that our actions were illegal and
demanded we leave the city.

Given the situation, we left Toledo right away.

I declare under pénalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on September 19, 2008 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Riosde. Giud

Rollande Girard
September 19, 2008
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DECLARATION

William Arth, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Election Commission
an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to.an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for Governor of Georgia, I participated in a demonstration in
support of legalization for all immigrants on October 7, 2006 at the Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta,
Georgia. The event included an assembly with speakers in front of the Capitol, a march of several miles
to Turner Field and back, and another assembly with speakers at the Capitol.

2. Iparhc:pawdmtherallyandmarchbecauseourcampmgnwasmﬁnllsupportofltscemraldemand, for

the legalization of all immigrants. I and other campaign supporters distributed a statement to that effect,
as well as distributing other campaign literature.

3. While standing near a table with campaign literature, I observed a campaign supporter, Maceo Dixon, -

surrounded by about 8 police officers, who were marching him out of the rally. I began to follow them to

find out what was happening. A police officer told me to stay back. I continued to follow them, fearing

for Mr. Dixon’s well-being. When I attempted to cross Mitchell Street, an officer told me to stay back. I

said I was the Socialist Workers candidate for Governor, that Mr. Dixon was there campaigning for me,

and that I wanted to know what was happening to him. The officer told me to stay where I was, and that
would get back to me.

4. Afier the police spent several minutes conferring with Mr. Dixon across the street, the officer came
back to me and said that Mr. Dixon was being excluded from the rally at the request of the organizers.

5. 1spoke to Mr. Dixon after the incident, and we agreed that he would stay across the street from the
Capitol as ordered by the police, but that he would participate in the march. I asked my running mate,
Lisa Potash, the Socialist Workers candidate for Lieutenant Govemnor, to stay with Mr. Dixon for the rest
of the day in case there were any more problems. Ms. Potash and I spoke with one of the rally organizers
about what had happened. He agreed to speak to the other organizers about allowing Mr. Dlxonhackmm
the rally. He later came back and indicated that the answer was no.

6. The incident had a chilling effect on our campaign. We lost the ability of one of our campaign

supporters to fully participate in the event, and the rest of us were looking over our shoulder for a
policeman trying to eject us for the rest of the day.

7. 1 sent a letter to Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue protesting this treatment by the police (attached).

W perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on December 19, 2007.
William .

December 19, 2006
QmofGeorgla,CountyofFulton SwommdmbsmbedbeforemeonAM[iZ;aé
Blos s Zooclosiau  Notary Public My commission expires_&)cZodor 20w



FJ6 - R

DECLARATION

I, Rachele Fruit, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Election
Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I was part of a team of Socialist Workers campaign supporters who attended a demonstration
in support of legalization for all immigrants on October 7, 2006 at the Georgia State Capitol in
Atlanta, Georgia.

2. We participated in the rally and march, handing out a statement by the SWP candidates in
Georgia, William Arth for Governor, Lisa Potash for Lt. Governor and Eleanor Garcia for U.S.
Congress in the 5 C.D. The statement made the following demands: Amnesty now! Immediate
and unconditional residency for all undocumented! Stop immigration raids!

We also distributed the Militant newspaper as well as books and pamphlets on socialism.

3. After a short time at the rally I noticed that another campaign supporter, Maceo Dixon, was
surrounded by a group of Capitol police who were escorting him down the street away from the
rally site. William Arth and I began to follow them to find out what was going on. We tried to
follow them across Mitchell St., but the officers told us to stay behind. I stayed on the corner
and watched while William Arth crossed the street to make sure that the police knew that Mr.
Dixon was part of his entourage at the rally.

We waited on the comer until the police were satlsﬁedthatMr Dixon would not return to the
Capitol and they dispersed.

4, WmmmmaleucrmGovamnmepmmungﬂ\edmmMW
of his campaign supporter at the hands of the Capitol Police.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on December 10, 2006.

ook Irniit

Rachele Fruit
December 10, 2006

State of Georgia, County of Fulton  Sworn and subscribed before me on_ e c.o0 dur 72 204
Eletice T Bock was ,Notary Public My commission expires_© ¢ Zsdoir. 2 £0 9
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REPORT BY MACEOQO DIXON ON BEING EJECTED FROM PRO-IMMIGRANT
RIGHTS RALLY SATURDAY OCTOBER 7 BY COPS AT GEORGIA STATE
CAPITOL BUILDING

DECLARATION

L, Maceo Dixon, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National
Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are
entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Ibegan participating in the October 7 pro-immigrant rights march and rally
around 12:30pm.

2. I was circulating among the crowd and distributing material for the Socialist
Workers campaign for governor of Georgia, including the campaign
newspaper, the Militant.

3. I noticed a cop motion to a Hispanic woman, who I had been talking to, to

~ come over to him.

4. As he talked to her he kept pointing to me. I turned around and began walking
away. }

5. AsI got near the Socialist Workers campaign table I felt a hand on my upper

back and a stern push followed by a voice saying, “We have to talk to you.”

I looked around and saw it was a cop. “What’s wrong? Did I break some

law?” I asked. '

He said, “Don’t worry about that just keep walking.”

I responded, “But why are you forcing me out of here?” - :

As I'looked it wasn’t just one cop. It was eight of them. Mostly Black. One of

them retorted, “Just keep walking.” So I slowed down and they pushed me

more. It turned out they were all from the Capitol Police Force. At this point
both Rachele Fruit and Bill Arth, Socialist Workers candidate for governor of

Georgia began walking along side of us and asked the police what were they

doi

e o

ing.

10. I believe Bill even said he (being me) was with them. The cops told them to
stay back several times.

11. When we got to Mitchell St. the cop told me to continue across the street. One
of the cops told me the organizers of the march and rally didn’t want me at the
demonstration because I was causing confusion among the people. They
explained that as long as the organizers had the permit they could exclude me.
They said I couldn’t come on capitol grounds until after 5pm.

12. One of them asked for identification. I gave him my drivers’ license. While
they were checking to see if I had any outstanding warrants there was more
discussion.

13. They gave me back my drivers’ license. They told me to go on down the street
and don’t come back. I told them I’m not on capitol grounds and I wasn’t
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going anywhere. They said okay, but if you come back across the street we’ll
arrest you.
14. It was decided by the Socialist Workers campaign that I should not try to

come back on capitol grounds, but that I should participate in the march to
Turner Stadium and back.

15. I continued to campaign for immigrant rights and the socialist candidates in
Georgia.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on January 10, 2007.

Tite o

January 10, 2007

Abte of Mg, County of fithor

me el Mmi.é.eo( A&fmm& on_
?é'a“ ‘4:. ZQ Zba? B )
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Georgia 2006 Socialist Workers Campaign
P.O. Box 162515
Atlanta, Georgia 30321

E-mail: swpatlonta@bellsouth.net
Phone: (404) 768-1709

. October 24, 2006

The Honorable Sonny Perdue
Governor, State of Georgia
State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Governor Perdue,

On October 7, Socialist Workers Party candidates in the state of Georgia, Eleanor Garcfa,
Lisa Potash, and I marched and rallied at the state capitol with nearly 5,000 immigrants
and other working people and youth demanding ‘Legalization for all now!’ We were
joined by campaign supporters at this important event.

I am writing to protest the action of the Capitol Police against one of my campaign
supporters, Maceo Dixon, at that rally. Dixon was reaching out to fellow rally
participants with Socialist Workers campaign material. Supporters of other candidates
were handing out literature as well. Suddenly, a number of Capitol Police officers
surrounded Dixon and physically ‘corralled’ him out of the rally and across the street —
ordering him to stay away from the rally under threat of arrest. No other campaigns
received similar treatment to my knowledge.

Mr. Dixon is a political activist well-known to many in the Atlanta area. He has a record
as a forty-year veteran of the struggle for Black rights. He supports the rights of
immigrants and champions the right of all working people to join trade unions, regardless
of their country of origin.

I demand an end to all such discriminatory and undemocratic actions by the Capitol
Police against our campaign.

Sincerely,

Socialist Workers Party candidate
For Govemor of Georgia

cc: Alianza 17 de Marzo
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Declaration

I, Seth Galinsky, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.
1. I have actively campaigned for Socialist Workers candidates.

2. On August 16, 2003 myself, Alex Alvarado, and Nicole Sarmiento, set up
a literature table with books, the Militant newspaper, and flyers promoting
the views of the SWP, in front of the International Longshoreman
Association Local 1416 located at 916 NW 2nd Ave in Miami

3. We set up the table at about 5:30 a.m. when the union members gather for
the daily shape-up. After we were there about an hour, I saw a man come up
to the table and grab Nicole’s hands and tell here “you have the most
beautiful eyes”. He then released her hands walked away, came back all of a
sudden, grabbed her hands again and said something I couldn't hear. I
started to move closer to her and he left.

4. Nicole and Alex told as we were taking down the table that when I was
talking to another Longshoreman and before he grabbed her hands, the man
had grabbed Nicole by the waist and pulled her about 20 feet from the table.
Nicole told me the man had told her, “you’re so beautiful, you shouldn’t be
. with these communists, you should be with a real man like me.” I did not
see this previous incident.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the.foregoing is true and correct.
Executed February 6, 2007
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Two notes were given to Seth by the other campaign supporters who
were distributing literature at the longshore union hall that day. They
are attached below:

1. My name is Nicole Sarmiento. I am a supporter of the SWP.

2. On the morning of August 16, 2003, Alex Alvarado, Seth
Galinsky and I organized sales of Pathfinder literature, Militants and PMs,
pamphlets and flyers promoting the views of the Socialist Workers Party at
the International Longshoreman Association Local 1416, located 916 N.W.
2nd Avenue in Miami.

3. After about an hour of sales (at about 6am), a man approached me
after I asked him whether he was familiar with the Militant. He came up to
me, put his arm around my waist and said, "Have you ever dated me
before?" After repeatedly asking him to please let me go and to take his
hands off me, he kept his arm around me and was pushing me away from
the literature table. Seth did not see any of this, but after a while Alex
noticed and started walking towards us. After about two minutes Alex
walked over and asked the man to let me go. I had told the man many
times, politely, to let me go and take his hands off me, but he just kept
pushing me farther away from the table and refused to take his hands off
me. He asked me several times what I was doing with "those people" and
how I ended up there. He said things like "you are so beautiful" and "you
are safe with me, come with me." We had our table set up some feet away
from the street corner, and the man was pushing me towards the corner. He
said "just come with me over there so we can talk."

4. After about 3 minutes, and Alex following behind us asking him to
let me go, the man responded to Alex. He said to Alex several times, " Is
she your wife?" Alex responded "No" and the man said something like "1
didn't think so," just kept walking away and grabbing me more forcefully.
This went on for a bit, Alex asking him to let me go and to take his hands
off me and the man responding "Is she your wife?". Finally the man
responded after Alex said "you are disrespecting her, let her go, she wants
to go." The man then asked me "Am I disrespecting you?" I said yes, please
just let me go." He then took his arms off me and I went quickly back to
the table.

5. After a few minutes the man came close to the table again and
started asking me questions like "So what do you do..do you scuba dive..do
you..." he went on for a while and I did not respond or look at him. Seth
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was talking to someone while this was going on, and Alex was standing a
few feet away, and did not see him talk to me. The man became hostile
when I did not respond. He kept staring at me and saying "Then what do
you do!", "Why are you involved in this, how did you get into this." He
then came over to me, grabbed my hand and said something like "you are
so beautiful, how did you get involved in this." At that moment Seth
noticed the man was holding my hand and Alex walked over and said
something like "don't touch her, you are disrespecting her sir." The man
then walked a few feet away to his motor bike and said to me in a loud
voice "Did I disrespect you?" He said a few other things and then left.

6. After the man left Alex told me that the same man had taken a
paper (Militant) from him without paying for it, and had made a nasty
comment to Alex.

Nicole Sarmiento
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1. My name is Alex Alvarado. I am a supporter of the Socialist
Workers election campaign.

2. On the morning of August 16th 2003, Seth Galinsky, Nicole
Sarmiento, and myself set up a literature table with books, the Militant
newspaper, and flyers promoting the views of the SWP, in front of the
International Longshoreman Association Local 1416 located at 916 NW 2nd
Ave. in Miami.

3. At approximately 5:50 am a man nearly hit me with his moped as
he drove into the driveway to park. I had to move quickly to avoid being
hit. He parked in front of our book table, then snatched a paper out of my
hand and walked into the union hall.

. 4. This person had harassed our table before when we’ve been out to
distribute literature. He said to previous distributors of literature that “we
don’t need none of that communist stuff/shit here.” This has happened on
various occasions throughout our various months of distributing literature.

5. 15 minutes later he came back out and approached our table.
Nicole asked him if he would like to check out our literature, to which he
responded by grabbing her by the waist and walking away with her.  During
this I was walking behind them asking if he would give the paper back.

6. He gave the paper back. He would not let Nicole go. I kept
interrupting him. He asked if she was my wife, I said no and he kept
walking with her. He asked her if she felt in danger with him, she said she
would like to go back to the table. I put my hand on his arm and he asked
her again and she said the same and he let go.

7. We went back to our table, and stood at the same spots we were
before this happened. He talked with Nicole some more. He told me that if
she had been my wife he wouldn’t have wanted to be disrespecting me. I
told him she was disrespecting her. He said he wasn’t then began to stare at
me. I looked away, then he eventually left.

Alex Alvarado
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I, Scott A. Breen, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the
Socialist Workers Party's National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Elections Campaign
Act.

I make this statement on the bas1s of personal knowledge

1. In January of 2003, my instructor and director of Internships at Shoreline
Community College told me that he had received a phone call from someone
wanting to know if I was affiliated with the Socialist Workers Party. The caller was
an investor in Geron Corporation, a biotechnology firm, and heard of me on the
Geron Yahoo! Message Board: GERN.

2. In a series of e-mail messages on this Message Board, a paper I wrote for
an Immunology course at Shoreline Community College, was posted into this
Message Board December 31, 2002 (the paper had been posted on the Immunology
Web Site at Shoreline Community College in the Spring of 2002), with a laudatory
comment from one investor, “woofs.a lot™.

. 3. Another investor, “telomerased”, posted a reply that same day entitled:
“Re: Curing Cancer seen by a Socialist.” The note read, in part, “Who is Scott

" Breen? A leading NIH researcher? No, he is a guy who once ran for Mayor of
Seattle on behalf of the Socialist Workers Party.” The note attached a thread to the
Militant newspaper website featuring an article confirming this.

4. Other messages were posted about this, as well.

5. The instructor received this inquiry as a result of this series of red-baiting
notes on the internet, and directed me to the GERN message board, where I
confirmed these exchanges. He did‘not say who the inquirer was, and told him that
I was indeed a student at Shoreline Community College, although he did not know
(at the time) of my past affiliation with the SWP.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregomglstmeandconect Executed

July 29, 2005 y“#/ G S—

Scott A. Breen
July 29, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, William Arth, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Commiittee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On September 17, 2008, two campaign supporters , Eddie Beck
and myself, were distributing campaign literature from a table on the corner
of Decatur Street and Central Avenue outside the Georgia State University
(GSU) campus in Atlanta.

2. The literature included the brochure for Réger Calero and Alyson
Kennedy, the Socialist Workers candidates for U.S. president and vice-
president, and a statement by the Socialist Workers candidates in Georgia
protesting the scheduled execution of Troy Davis (attached). We were also
distributing a leaflet for a public Militant Labor Forum scheduled to protest
against the execution of Davis (attached) which featured a talk by Loretta
VanPelt, Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in the 3rd C.D., an
issue of the Militant with an article on efforts to stop the execution of Troy
Davis, and a flier advertising an upcoming public protest against the
execution (attached). The protest was sponsored by a number of
organizations, including the Socialist Workers campaign. We had taped to
the campaign table a poster issued by Amnesty international and other signs
and fliers against the planned execution.

3. At approximately 11:30 am, a police car with flashing lights
stopped on Decatur Street near the table. Another police car with its lights
flashing stopped on Central Avenue on the other side of the table. Police
officers got out of both cars. Three officers surrounded us and the table.
Both of us felt threatened by the aggressive fashion in which the police
approached the table. Two of the officers bore identification on their
uniforms as GSU police. We are not sure about the third.

4. Two individuals who were speaking to us at the campaign table as
the police approached abruptly ended their discussion and left the area.
Later, another student approached the table and asked in surprise, "Are they
shutting you down?"
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5. The police officers asked if we had a permit to be there. I said we
didn't think we needed one, since we were campaigning for candidates.
They asked if we had permission from GSU to be there, and I again said that
we didn’t think we needed permission to campaign for candidates The
police instructed us to take down the table. Two officers stood there and
watched as we took down the table.

6. A third officer walked around the area and tore down leaflets about
Troy Davis that were posted there. He was joined in this by one young man
in civilian clothes who also tore down a leaflet. The officer then approached
the table and began to tear down the poster produced by Amnesty
International. I asked the officer to let me take the poster down without
destroying it, since it belonged to me. He allowed me to do so.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed in Atlanta, Georgia, on September 17, 2008.

Ve o

William Arth
September 17, 2008
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1, Brian Taylor, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Election
Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exception from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

.I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1.

aw

Martha Ressler, SWP candidate for US Congress, and myself, Brian Taylor, SWP
candidate for Senate in Pennsylvania set up a literature table on the sidewalk in
front of the Art Institute at 420 Boulevard of the Allies, Pittsburgh PA on August
18, 2004.

In addition to the Militant newspaper our campaign table included literature
supporting the 2004 socialist presidential ticket, flyers on our local campaign and
books and pamphlets on socialism.

Soon after setting up the table, a maintenance man was heard to refer to getting
“those fucking communists out of here.” A female administrator came out and
said, “I want you out of here.”

We introduced ourselves to her as the SWP candidates, and pointed out we were
campaigning on public sidewalk.

The administrator then threatened to “call the cops and you can tell that to them.”
We began taking down the table, but before we left, I went inside the school
building to learn the name of the administrator. She refused to give it. Aftera
few minutes a security guard asked me to leave, and I did.

I declare under penalty of pet]ury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed

March 7, 2005.

March 7, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, Tom Fiske, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement based on my personal knowledge.

" 1. In October 2008, I was campaigning for the Socialist Workers
candidates, including distributing the Militant newspaper, which supports
the SWP campaign, to Dakota Premium Foods plant in South St. Paul,
Minnesota, along with Samuel Farley and Dave Finch.

2. We had been campaigning for quite a while, including talking to
workers in their cars as they exited, when a man came out of the company
offices and came up to us and identified himself as the head of company
personnel. His name is Ben Torres. He said that we couldn’t block cars
coming out of the plant. I said we were not blocking anybody. We were not
doing anything that the union representatives don’t do when they hand out
union leaflets. This had been done for twenty years or more. He said he
knew that but if we blocked traffic he would call the police and have us
arrested.

3. He stayed near us for twenty minutes. At one point he claimed we
were blocking traffic after I had talked to a driver for 30 seconds and
threatened to call the police again. I said we were not blocking traffic.

4. After staying near us for quite a while, he got ready to leave. He
said if the security guards saw us blocking traffic he would call the police. I
explained that we were simply exercising our democratic rights. He
interrupted and threatened us with arrest again. Samuel Farley is witness to
all of this.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 12, 2008 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Tom Frake

Tom Fiske
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Tom Fiske, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On September 1, 2008, supporters of the Socialist Workers 2008
campaign were distributing campaign literature at a demonstration protesting
government policy that was organized at the Republican National
Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota.

2. As demonstrators were marching on public property in front of the
Minnesota State Capitol building, about 2:30 p.m., Dave Finch, a campaign
supporter, was campaigning for the Socialist Workers Party candidates and
distributing the Militant newspaper, which supports and publicizes the
campaign, at a time when large numbers of demonstrators were leaving the
staging area to march to a protest at the Republican national convention.
Dave was about 20 feet away from other campaigners.

3. As oné person came by, seized a copy of the Militant that Dave
had in his hands and tore it up, then walked quickly away. Dave reported
this incident to me.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on September 5, 2008 at St. Paul, Minnesota.

o e

Tom Fiske
September 5, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Frank Forrestal, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National
Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP:
are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I and another supporter of the 2008 Socialist Workers presidential election
campaign were handing out campaign brochures and distributing copies of the
Militant newspaper in Grand Island, Nebraska during afternoon shift change at the
JBS Swift beef slaughterhouse on September 28, 2008.

2. After approximately 45 minutes, a Swift company security vehicle pulled
up and one of the officers ordered campaign supporters who were handed out
national campaign brochures for the Socialist Workers Party presidential ticket and
the Militant newspaper off company property. We were told to move across the
street and off company property. The security vehicle then left. Later when I
walked into the street to hand a flyer to a Swift worker, company security returned
and threatened me with arrest. They had an electronic camera viewing us. We were
not allowed to step into the road and company security parked their car nearby,

which intimidated many workers coming in and out of the plant from stopping to
talk to us.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on September 30, 2008 in Des Moines, Iowa.

o le s ded

Frank Forrestal
September 28, 2008
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DECLARATION

I Wendy Lyons, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act. -

I make this statement based on my personal knowledge.

1-On Wednesday, September 3, myself and another supporter of the
Socialist Workers 2008 election campaign were campaigning on the public
walkway outside a Ralph’s supermarket in the neighborhood of the

campaign headquarters at the corner of Vermont and Adams Avenue in Los
Angeles. :

2-We had a table with campaign literature, the Militant newspaper,
and books and pamphlets on socialism. We have campaigned there before.
The table had a sign in the name of the Socialist Workers Campaign saying
“U.S. Troops Out of Iraq!”

3-A manager from the store came out and said “U.S. Troops Out of
Iraq? I don’t think so. You have to leave immediately.” We explained we
thought we had a right to campaign for the party of our choice. He
threatened to call the police.

4-Shortly after that he came back with another manager and handed us
a piece of paper he said was a fax from his “home office” threatening us

with prosecution if we ever returned to Ralph’s for any reason. (See
_attached)

5-Prior to this I frequently shopped in this store as it is my
neighborhood supermarket.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 25, 2008 in Los Angeles, California.

September 25, 2008
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NOTICE TO SOLICITOR AT
RALPHS GROCERY STORE

You are no longer welcome to
come onto Ralphs store property
for any purpose. If you return to
any Ralphs store location,
Ralphs will consider you a
trespasser. Ralphs reserves the
right to pursue all legal remedies
available to prevent your
trespass, including civil and
criminal actions.
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DECLARATION

I, Jacqueline Henderson Shilman, make this declaration in support of the

application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1

2)

3)

4)

S)

Myself and Amanda Ulman, Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Congress
from the 9™ CD in Houston, Texas, participated in a march to commemorate the
3" anniversary of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, Louisiana on August 29,
2008. At the end of the march, as a commemoration program was about to begin
at Hunters Field, a small park at the intersection of North Claiborne and St.
Bernard streets, we set up a campaign table.

The table featured campaign signs; campaign brochures of Réger Calero and
Alyson Kennedy, SWP candidates for President and Vice-President; campaign
buttons; Militant newspapers featuring articles on Alyson Kennedy’s campaign
stop in New Orleans August 9 to 12 and on Louisiana state officials ruling that the
party’s presidential slate will be on the ballot November 4; and books and
pampbhlets on socialism.

After a few people took campaign brochures and said they would be coming back
to the table later, a woman who identified herself as the organizer of the event
ordered me to take down the table. When I pointed out that the Socialist Workers
Party campaigns throughout the country and have the legal right to do so, she
yelled, “You don’t understand. If the police find Black people with this socialist
shit, we will be targeted. We will all end up in jail.”

She said that if we didn’t get rid of “that socialist and communist shit”
immediately she would have the table shut down for us. She told Amanda Ulman
to “take this stuff away.” When Ulman explained that she had an injury and can’t
carry books and tables, the woman yelled, “You’d better get un-injured fast and
move this out of here.” : .

Participants in the commemoration program, including Derrick Morrison, one of
the scheduled speakers, and Michael Howells, an elector for the SWP in
Louisiana, witnessed the harassment and tried to convince the woman to stop
interfering with the campaign table.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on September 30, 2008 in Houston, Texas.

ol b SL e

Jacqueline Henderson Shilman
September 30, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Emily Paul, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself along with the presidential and vice presidential candidates
of the SWP, New York congressional candidates of the SWP and other
campaign supporters joined in a picket line June 6™ 2008 in front of the
federal building in downtown Manhattan to demand freedom for the Cuban
Five.

2. The SWP campaign joined the picket organized after the decision
of the court of appeals came down to demand the freedom of the Cuban five.
Roger Calero, SWP presidential candidate spoke at the demonstration and
we distributed campaign brochures and the Militant newspaper at the picket.

3. During the demonstration a NYPD car was parked in front of the
picket and one cop was taking pxctures of the participants including the SWP

candidates and campaigh supporters in the picket. The cop car was there for
the whole demonstration.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 4, 2008 in Mmmt, Florida

Emlly Paul
October 4, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Michael Taber, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and another supporter of the Socialist Workers 2008
election campaign were petitioning to put the party’s national and New
Jersey candidates on the ballot in Newark’s Penn Station on Thursday
morning, May 8, 2008. '

2. After about thirty minutes we were accosted by two uniformed
Newark police officers, who said they had received a report about people
petitioning. I identified myself as the Socialist Workers candidate for
Congress in the 10th C.D., and said what we were doing. The officers told
us we did not have a permit to be there and told us to leave. They took my
name, and asked for and wrote down the name of the other campaign
supporter.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 2, 2008 in Newark, New Jersey.

e
Michael Taber
October 2, 1996
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DECLARATION

I, Glova Scott, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. My name is Glova Scott. I am a supporter of the Socialist Workers
campaign and am active in support of the campaign’s demand for full equality
for immigrant workers and against immigration raids and deportations. On
May 19, 2008, another supporter of immigrants’ rights sent me the attached

photograph.

2. The photo and caption appeared in an internet newsletter called
“Black Velvet Bruce Li”, edited by Greg Letiecq. Letiecq is a well-know
anti-immigrant activist and a member of the rightist group “Help Save
Manassas”. The photo was not taken in Richmond, as the newsletter states,
but at an immigrant rights march that began from a high school in Herndon,
Virginia. The photo and caption are clearly an attempt to redbait Mexicanos
Sin Fronteras, the main group that has organized many rallies protesting anti-
immigrant legislation in Prince Williams County in Virginia.

3. The right wing group also hopes to smear the Socialist Workers
campaign, calling it “anarchist”. I am shown in the photo, along with two
other campaign supporters, Tim Mailhot and Ned Measel.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 25, 2008 in Washington, D.C.

Glova Scott
September 25, 2008
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Photo and caption from Internet Newsletter “Black Velvet Bruce Li”,
. edited by Greg Letiecq

Caption: Mexicans Without Borders
is holding an “emergency protest”
at the site of the federal
courthouse construction project in -
Richmond where thirty-three illegal
aliens were apprehended by the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Agency two days ago.

. This should be interesting: an
anarchist organization affiliated
with the Zapatista Army of National
- Liberation in Mexico is calling for a
halt to the enforcement of federal
law.
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DECLARATION

I, Daniel Fein, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1) On March 13, around 4:05 pm, myself and two other supporters of
the Socialist Workers 2008 election campaign, Ben Joyce and Ben
O'Shaughnassey, set up at literature table and were campaigning in the area
where tables are set up near the cafeteria inside Borough of Manhattan
Community College (BMCC).

2) Along with the Militant newspaper, literature supporting the
socialist presidential ticket, and books and pamphlets on socialism, we were
also handing out a flyer publicizing a meeting where Alyson Kennedy, vice
presidential candidate in the 2008 election would be speaking.

3) The day before, March 12, 2008, Ben Joyce, who is also a student
at BMCC, told me he had received a phone call from Curtis Browne, BMCC
student government president, saying that arrangements had been made to
secure a socialist campaign table, where other groups also table, for March
13, 2008 from 4 pm -- 8 pm.

4) At around 5: 15 pm, a campus police officer approached the table
and said we had to take our material and leave immediately. I asked why, as
we had permission to have a campaign table. The police officer replied
because the dean said so.

5) We gathered up our literature and left.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on March 15, 2008 in New York, NY.

foat %

Daniel Fein
March 15, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Dean Hazlewood, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On March 14, 2008, I and another supporter of the Socialist
Workers Party campaign went to set up a literature table in support of the
national and local SWP candidates on the sidewalk out side the Farmer John
Meat Packing company at Vernon and Soto in Los Angeles, California. As
we got there, a company security guard crossed the street from the parking
lot and yelled at my partner and I “You guys can’t just come here and set up
a fucking table, you know.” I said “We do this every week, been doing this
for years”. He said “So you have the Company’s permission?” I repeated
“We have been doing this for years”. We both repeated this one more time.

2. Mike Ortega, the other campaign supporter, told the security guard,
“Our candidates are running in the elections, we’re just passing out
information on our candidates.” The guard yelled back “I don’t fucking
care!” He then stormed off back across the road to the parking lot where he
glowered at us for another thirty minutes.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 5, 2008 in Los Angeles, California.

Dean Hazléewood
October 5, 2008
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1. I, Jeanne FitzMaurice, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory
opionion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled
to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Elections Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.

1. On May 7, 2005, I was staffing a Socialist Workers Party literature
table at the Bessemer Flea Market in Bessemer, Alabama. Susan
LaMont and I were distributing the Militant newspaper and Pathfinder
books. Over the past year, we have had such tables, including during
the 2004 election campaign, about six times without incident. We pay
the standard $9 vendor’s fee for the table. At one point in 2004, a
woman from the management of the flea market told us that no signs
were allowed on the tables, and we followed that guideline for
subsequent tables.

2. We set up the table at about noon. After an hour or so, we noticed one -
of the women from the flea market management walk by, taking note
of the discussions we were having with passers-by who stopped at the
table.

3. Atabout 1 pm, a flea market security guard, identified by a badge
- hanging around his neck, came up to the table and said, “There’s no
communist literature allowed here.” We explained that we had had
tables at the flea market before, with no problem. He reiterated that no
communist literature was allowed, and then said, “Do you want me to
call the Bessemer police? If you stay here, we’ll call the police.”

4. At that point, we decided to take down the table and leave.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed August 4, 2005.

i

Jeanne FitzMaurice
August 5, 2005
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I, Susan LaMont, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committee supporting the candidates
of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Elections Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.

1. On May 7, 2005, I was staffing a Socialist Workers Party literature table at the
Bessemer Flea Market in Bessemer, Alabama. Jeanne FitzMaurice and I were
distributing the Militant newspaper and Pathfinder books from a table, along
with many other vendors selling a wide variety of items. Over the past year,
we have had such tables, including during the 2004 national election
campaign, about six times without incident. We pay the standard $9 vendor’s
fee for the table for one day. At one point in 2004, a woman from the
management of the flea market told us that no signs were allowed on the
tables, and we followed that guideline for subsequent tables.

2. We set up the table at about 12 noon. After an hour or so, we noticed one of
the women from the flea market management walked by, taking note of the
discussions we were having with passers-by who stopped at the table.

3. Atabout 1pm, a flea market security guard, identified by a badge hanging
around his neck, came up to the table and said, “There’s no communist
literature allowed here.” We explained that we had had tables at the flea )
market many times before, with no problem. He reiterated that no communist.
literature was allowed and then said, “Do you want me to call the Bessemer
police? If you stay here, we’ll call the police.” '

4. At that point, we decided to take down the table and leave.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed August 4, 2005

Gioe i b [

Susan LaMont
August 4, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, William Leonard, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure

_ provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On October 5, 2008, I was campaigning with Sarah Ullman, a
campaign supporter, at the corner of Summer Street and Meridian Street in East
Boston, Massachusetts. We had brochures about the Socialist Workers campaign
of Réger Calero and Allyson Kennedy for US president and vice-president on
the table along with a flyer that was a short biography of myself, William
Leonard, the Socialist Workers candidate for state senate in the second Suffolk
district. We also had a few books and a sign up sheet for more information about
the Socialist Workers campaign.

2. Around 1:00 pm a police car pulled up and stopped about 25 feet away
from us. The two officers in the car remained in the car. About 15 minutes later
another police car with one officer in it pulled up behind the stopped police car.
All three got out of their cars and approached us. I heard the officer who just
arrived tell the other two officers as they approached “it’s a free speech thing.”
The officer who most recently arrived asked me what we were doing. I told him
I was a candidate for public office and gave him my biography.

3. He told me we could not block the sidewalk and I told him I agreed but
we were not blocking the sidewalk. He agreed we were not blocking the
sidewalk. Then one of the officers who had been watching us said we were
blocking the bus stop. I pointed out their police car was stopped in the bus stop
and that we were in front of the bus stop sign. The officer repeated we were
blocking the bus stop. The officer who had most recently arrived suggested we
move the table. We agreed and moved the table about 50 feet.

4. When the police first got out of their cars we were talking to a middle
aged man who was interested in the campaign. When the officers approached he
moved away from the table and watched. After we had moved the table and the
police left the man who had been interested did not come back to the table.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed October 12, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

we \

William Leonard
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Ilona Gersh, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal Election
‘nmission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee,
th

e committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from

certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.
I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. At 11:30am on Saturday, October 18, 2008, I and another supporter of the SWP
candidates arrived at the Bedford Park U.S. Post Office at 6037 South Kedzie Avenue,
where the SWP has set up tables for the purpose of distributing literature for at least 3 years
on a regular basis. The literature included campaign brochures for Calero and Kennedy, the
Militant newspaper, which covers the Socialist Workers Party election campaign
extensively, books by Malcolm X, Che Guevara and others published by Pathfinder Press,

and a leaflet publicizing a meeting to celebrate 80 unbroken years of building the communist
movement in the United States.

2. At 12:10, policewoman Stanek (Badge #2012) pulled up as we were having a discussion
with a young man about the campaign. She interrupted us and said, "We received a

- complaint that you are blocking the sidewalk, and you have to move." I explained we were

campaigning for the Socialist Workers Party candidates in next month's election, and that we
have the right of free speech on public property. She said that we didn't have that right.

and no-one was forced to walk around the table. The two-and-a-half foot-wide table was set

| .3. I pointed out that the sidewalk where we had set up the table was at least 15 feet wide,

up next to the curb. She reiterated her demand that we move, suggesting we find some other
location in front of an unoccupied building. Leroy and I moved the table about 15 feet down
the street in front of the next building, which is a boarded-up unoccupied commercial retail
building. She said that it was not unoccupied, since several people had parked their cars in
the vacant lot in front of that building.The policewoman told us that we either had to leave
the vicinity, or set up the table on a patch of muddy dirt next to the sidewalk. I explained that
once a Post Office manager had once suggested this location instead of immediately
opposite the Post Office door. She said that didn't matter.

4, She reiterated that we either had to set up the table in the mud, or leave. We left.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 21, 2008 in Chicago, Illinois.

Wove loor_

Ilona Gersh
October 21, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Ellen Brickley, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Emily Paul and myself were campaigning for the 2008 Socialist
Workers Party candidates for President and Vice President at the University
of Miami on Thursday afternoon, October 9, 2008.

2. We were distributing campaign literature, including the Militant
newspaper.

3. A student who did not identify himself told us we had no right to
campaign there. He said he had notified security and would walk us to our
car to make sure we left the campus. He threatened to call security if we did
not leave. We did leave campus. He stood by to see us leave.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 12, 2008 in Miami, Florida.

?,QQM\ %vwcg&%

Ellen Brickley
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Seth Dellinger, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. T am the Socialist Workers Party candidate for Delegate to the
House of Representatives from Washlngton D.C. On September 6, 2008, I
and Janice Lynn, an SWP campaign supporter, were campaigning at the
Langley Park Shopping Center, in Langley Park, Maryland.

2. A woman came by and took a campaign brochure. After glancing
at it on her way into a grocery store, she tumed around and came back
shouting loudly that “You are just doing the same thing as four years ago —
getting Bush elected. You’re going to get McCain elected and we’ll be in
the same boat we’re in now.” She crumpled the brochure and threw it back
towards the table, still shouting that we should get out of there, She saw a
Latino gentleman looking at material on the table and she began yelling in
Spanish, telling him he should not talk to us or take any material. She was
very perturbed and threatening. She did not want to listen to anything we
had to say. She finally stormed off.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 25, 2008 in Washington, D.C.

Seth Dellinger
September 25, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Helen Meyers, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

[ make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On August 2, 2008, I was petitioning to place the Socialist Workers
Party candidates on the ballot in lowa in the Wal-Mart parking lot and
in the parking lot of the Coralville Ridge Mall, both in Coralville,
Iowa.

2. While I and other petitioners were in the Wal-Mart parking lot in
Coralville, lowa, we were approached by the store security and told
that the manager had ordered the team to leave the lot. I had just
finished explaining to an individual in the lot that we were gathering
signatures to put the Socialist Workers candidates on the ballot and he
was beginning to sign the petition. He was interrupted and prevented
from completing his signature by the security agent, who insisted that
we “leave immediately."

3. In the Coralville Ridge Mall again the team was approached by mall
security and told to leave immediately by order of the mall manager.

1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 11, 2008 in Des Moines, lowa.

A by

Helen Meyers
October 11, 2008




Exh. 47 - [ pege

47




47-1
DECLARATION

I, Janice Lynn, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On June 21, 2008, Socialist Workers Campaign supporters Janice
Lynn, Ned Measel and Tim Mailhot were distributing campaign material and
the campaign newspaper, The Militant, at the Hechinger Mall Shopping
Center at Maryland Ave. NE, and Bladensburg Road, in Washington, D.C.
Some of those who took material also wanted to give campaign donations.

2. An older gentleman, who seemed to be organizing the drivers who
take people home with their groceries, became enraged at our presence. He
said a few times to me that we could not be there distributing campaign
material and could not be taking campaign doriations. After ignoring him,
he finally said he was going into the grocery store to get the manager to
escort us off.  As a result, I moved to another area of the shopping center
which did not have as many shoppers.

3. After a while I moved back and the same gentleman shouted loudly
to a shopper who was taking campaign material and giving a donation that
he couldn’t be accepting any material. The shopper shouted back at him,
equally loudly, that this was his constitutional right. As a result of the
continuing harassment, we decided to leave for fear of provoking further
incidents.

1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 25, 2008 in Washington, D.C.

Jonia b

Janice Lynn
September 25, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Paul Pederson, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and two other supporters of the Socialist Workers 2008
election campaign were at the Manhattan campaign headquarters at 10:30
a.m. April 24, 2008, preparing to mail out the Militant newspaper.

2. An older man showed up at the headquarters. He said he wanted
more information about the Socialist Workers Party. He said he was retired
and a writer.

3. After purchasing a copy of the Militant and picking up literature
about the party's presidential campaign he asked if the Socialist Workers
Party advocated violence. I said no and told him that is a common slander
against working class organizations. I asked him what sort of work he did
before he retired. He informed me that he was an agent of the Federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. I then asked him to leave and he
complied.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 9, 2008 in New York, New York.

Paul Pederson
October 9, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Janice Lynn, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
.SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On January 26, 2008, myself and another supporter of the Socialist
Workers 2008 election campaign set up a campaign table on a public
sidewalk at the corner of 14™ Street and Park Road in Washington, DC —a
location where we often campaign that has busy foot traffic. We were
distributing material on the election campaign of Réger Calero and Alyson
Kennedy, the SWP’s presidential ticket, along with a display of books and
the campaign newspaper, The Militant.

2. After about an hour two women came by and looked at the
material on the table and then asked if we had a vendor’s license. We
explained we were only campaigning for political candidates and displaying
material reflecting their ideas and were not “vending”.

3. One of the women asked for our names and the address of our
campaign office. She produced a card that identified her as Mary Ellen
Bayer, a Retail Property Manager for Horning Brothers, which she said
owned the building near where the campaign table was set up. She said we
could not set up there any longer and that she would have people checking to
make sure we did not.

4. We did not give her our names, but she took material with the
SWP campaign address. We took down the table. As a result, when the
SWP candidate for president, Réger Calero toured Washington, DC two
weeks later, we were reluctant to campaign at this location due to this
harassment.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 26, 2008 in Washington, D.C.

qmip) \ﬁrm()
Janice Lynn
September 26, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, William Leonard, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On or about October 22, 2007 I was at a campaign table on
Meridian Street in Central Square, East Boston. I was campaigning with
William Estrada who was the Socialist Workers Party candidate for Boston
City Council, At-Large. On the table we had a few books, campaign flyers,
and a sheet to sign up for more information about the Socialist Workers
campaign.

2. About 6:30 pm four police officers approached the table. One
officer told us we had to take the table down. Estrada explained to the officer
that he was a candidate for office and was campaigning. At that point a
different officer reached down and picked up the book Final Speeches by
Malcolm X and asked “What does this have to do with your campaign?” He
then picked up another book - Thomas Sankara Speaks - and asked “What
does this have to do with your campaign?” Estrada said the books on the
table reflected the ideas of his campaign.

3. At this point another officer said we were soliciting within 10 feet
of an ATM machine (we were set up on the sidewalk across from a Citizens
Bank) and said that was against the law. I told the officer that we have set up
in this same.place many times before (it is within one block of our campaign
office). Afrwthar officer said if you move the table you will not be violating
the law. At that point we moved the table about six feet and the officers left.

. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed October 10, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

M LX.’/
William Leonard
October 10, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Ellen Berman, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I and another supporter of the Socialist Workers 2007 Philadelphia
Mayoral election campaign set up a literature table on a corner where we
regularly set up tables to distribute campaign literature. This was at the
corner of 40™ and Walnut Streets in Philadelphia on September 29, 2007.

2. Along with the Militant newspaper, literature supporting the
socialist mayoral ticket, and books and pamphlets on socialism, we also had
a sign demanding “Justice for the Jena 6” which referred to 6 Black high
school students who were arrested and charged with attempted second-
degree murder and conspiracy to commit murder after a white student filed
charges following at fight at Jena High School.

Tens of thousands had demonstrated a week or two earlier in Jena,
Louisiana to protest the jailing of the Black students.

3. Within minutes of our arrival, while we were setting up our display,
a police officer approached us and asked what we were doing. We explained
that we were setting up a campaign table for the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor. The officer said, “You’re not having a demonstration,
are you?” We said, no. The officer hovered in the area for awhile watching
us, but didn’t tell us to leave. Several other officers drove by during the
period time that we were there, and came by to look at the literature.

4. While they did not directly ask us to leave, we both felt that their
demeanor and behavior was meant to intimidate us and pressure us to stop
campaigning.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and .
correct. Executed on September 20, 2008, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

ﬁw @/\W

Ellen Berman
September 20, 2008
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I, Tamar Rosenfeld, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and two other supporters of the Militant newspaper, David
Ferguson and Henry Dennison, were standing outside the entrance to the
employee parking lot outside Tyson Foods at 6600 US Highway 431,
Albertville, AL at approximately 2:30 pm on May 1, 2007.

2. Our purpose was to distribute the Militant newspaper, Pathfinder
books, and leaflets pertaining to both to the workers icaving work on
dayshift and those entering for afternoon shift. The headline of the leaflet
read, “Build May Day Demonstrations”.

3. Three company officials came out and asked myself and David what
we were doing. I said we were distributing information to the workers, and
would not trespass onto their property. One man told us he was not happy
about us being there, but there was nothing he could do about it. One woman
asked for samples of what we were distributing and David gave them a flyer.
They left without further comment.

4. Then two Albertville Police officers pulled up onto the grassy
shoulder. Sergeant Pierce asked what we were doing. We explained that we
were distributing information to workers coming and going. We said we had
talked with Tyson management and related what they said.

The other officer (I don’t know his name) said that while we were not on
company property, that meant we were on city property, and that meant we
were required to have permission from the city of Albertville to engage in
this activity.

They said they were responding to a call from Tyson about our activity
and that we had to cease distributing literature immediately.

Officer Pierce asked: What kind of paper is the Militant? What group are
you from? Who runs the Militant? Why are you promoting demonstrations
on May Day?

They ran a check on our IDs. Officer Pierce stated that we could not get
our IDs back until we spoke with the chief of the department, which meant
going to the station. '
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5. Officer Pierce demanded that we turn over all the material in our
hands, which was multiple copies of the Militant, subscription blanks, flyers,
books, and a poster-board sign. He said that he was conducting an
investigation based on the complaint called in and was confiscating this
material for that investigation.

6. Another police car pulled up and two more officers approached,
among them Chief Womack.

He instructed Officer Pierce to return our IDs to us.

We asked for our confiscated material back as well. Chief Womack kept
one copy of the Militant and one flyer. He instructed Officer Pierce to return
the rest of our material to us.

Before doing so, Officer Pierce made several comments in a highly
agitated manner to the effect of: I am highly offended by what this paper
says about the war in Iraq. If you like Cuba so much why don’t you just go
there?

Chief Womack told us he agreed with Officer Piérce’s comments and we
were free to go.

Mu Rosenfeld
June 3, 2007

Phone number: 205-329-1645
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DECLARATION

I, Sara Lobman, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and two other supporters of the Socialist Workers Party set
up a literature table in downtown Newark in the early afternoon of April 8,
2007. The table was on the south side of Market Street between Broad Street
and Halsey Street.

2. Along with the Militant newspaper and other literature on
socialism, we also had prominently displayed a sign that said “Jail the killer
cops.” This referred to a series of incidents in which police officers had shot
people down this year and earlier in both New York and Newark.

3. We had been up for less than an hour when an unmarked police car
pulled up in the street in front of table. The undercover cop in the passenger
seat called me over and asked if we had a vendor's license. I said no. The
cop then asked what the sign referring to “killer cops” meant. At this point, I
asked if there was a problem. The cop said, “You can't be here without a
permit”" The team decided to take the table down.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on May 31, 2007 in Newark, New Jersey.

§‘ara Lobman
May 31, 2007
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DECLARATION

| I, Deﬁomh Liatos, make this declaration of support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the
Socialist Workers Party, the SWP's National Campaign Committee and the

' committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to exemption

from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.
I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. Myself and another supporter of the S WP set up a literature table
on the side walk outside the post office on 84th Street near NE 2nd Avenue
in Miami, Florida on Saturday, February 10, 2007.

2. We were distributing books, pamphlets, and the Militant
newspaper.

3. At about 12:45pm a tall white man in his 50's came up to the table
saying we did not have the right to distribute socialist literature at the post
office.

4. Three people who came out of the post office said this same man
created a loud disturbance in the post office about the socialists outside,
holding up the long line of customers.

5. The man then brought the manager of the post office outside to talk
to us.

6. The man took pictures of the table and us with his cell phone and
threatened to call the police.

7. Even though we had the right to have the table up, we were
intimidated and took the table down shortly thereafter.

8. Afterwards, I received the attached E-mail concerning the incident.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on Feb. 13, 2007 in Miami, Florida.

Deborah Liatos ¢ ‘a’! é

February 13, 2007
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Copy of text of email message from Cathleen Gutekanst

February 15, 2007

Last Saturday, February 10, I was in the Little River Post Office to
mail a package. There was a middle-aged white man talking very loudly on
his cellphone while he was waiting in line. He was complaining to someone
on the other end that someone was "Blocking the entire sidewalk, making it
impossible for him to walk". He stated that "This is against federal laws".
Elsewhere in the conversation, he stated that "Socialism is a discredited
system" and repeated that assertion several times.

When he got up to the counter, he began berating the postal employee
who waited on him. He told here to go out and remove the socialist literature
table that was in the parking lot. She told him that that she would relay his
complaint to the manager of the office. He demanded to see the manager.
She told him that the manager was not there that day. He stated that unless
she removed the socialist table that moment, he would "turn her in to the
federal government law enforcement agency. You don't want that now, do
you?" She answered that she was there to wait on customers, and she noted
that there was a very long line behind him. She then told him to go around to
the back, where a postal employee was giving people with yellow slips their
packages. She told him to speak to that employee and she would help him.

Other customers in the line began to complain about him. The woman
standing next to me, a Black woman, stated to me that "I'm more afraid of
him than the socialists. He seems crazy. They weren't bothering him." After
her package was mailed, she went out to the table and told the campaigners
that she was sorry that they were being forced to leave. A young Haitian
man who appeared to be in his 20s, stated that if the other man didn't like the
socialists, he was free to walk away and go about his business. No one was
forcing him to look at their table, he said.

Cathleen Gutekanst
February 15, 2007
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DECLARATION

I, Ben O’Shaughnessy, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I was responsible for maintaining the email account of the Young
Socialists national leadership, a youth organization that supports the
Socialist Workers Party election campaigns.

On January 26 we received a harassing email from an individual, Alex
Hernandez, cursing out the activities of the organization, as well as our
support for the Cuban Revolution. Two days later the organizer of the
Albany, NY chapter forwarded to the national leadership a similar email by
the same individual on that date.

2. At the time, the Young Socialists, along with the Socialist Workers
Party and its candidates, were promoting a march against the war in Iraq in
Washington, DC, including in a column written and edited by members of
the Young Socialists in the Militant newspaper.

3. In the email to the national leadership, Mr. Hernandez wrote:
“FUCK YOUR MARCH ASSHOLES... GET THE FACTS GRINGOS
FROM REAL CUBANS NOT YOUR FAKE WANNABE COMMIES
LIKE YOURSELVES.. VIVA CUBA LIBRE!!!”

To the Albany chapter, he wrote: “Fuck your bullshit march...
Assholes.”

4.1 forwarded these emails to the national leadership of the Soclahst
Workers Party campaign to be kept on record.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 11, 2008 in New York, N.Y.

Ben 047, au, ssy
Oct. 13, 2008
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DECLARATION

I Christian Castro, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption for certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On Tuesday, September 26, 2006, at 5:00pm, we set up a table with
our election and political literature on the sidewalk near the Morse red line
train station in the west Rogers Park neighborhood in Chicago, Illinois. As
we were setting up, several people approached our table attracted by one of
our signs that read: ‘Prosecute the killer cops. Stop police torturers’. During
the first ten minutes we sold several Militant newspapers, and engaged in
political discussions with by-passers who were interested on what we had to
say. During this time we also noticed a police officer that was riding a bike
and stopped across the street. He immediately started to communicate
something on his radio. Two minutes later two squad cars stopped about 50
yards away from our table, talked to each other over their windows for about
a minute. They both went away. Five minutes later one of these two officers
came back and stopped in front of our table. He asked what kind of literature
we were distributing to which I responded: ‘Different kinds of literature.’

He started browsing through our literature, he gave a couple of steps
back to read our signs taped to our table -up to this point he still had not
realized about the signs described above. He immediately asked if we had
any permit to set up this table. I responded that we have done this in
different places around the city and that we had never needed a permit. I
added that we were campaigning for the upcoming elections and pointed to
one of our campaign leaflets. He said ‘I am sure you guys need some type of
permit to do this.’ I asked him if he was asking me to leave and he
responded ‘I think you need a permit’ and left.

We continued with our political campaign. People immediately came
to our table to ask if the cops were ‘harassing’ us. Some people gave us
examples of how they were sometimes stopped and searched for no reason.

Forty-five minutes later the same cop came back. Other cops had gone
by us during this time, but he said ‘I've checked and it turns out you are in a
number of violations.” We asked if he could tell which violations he was
referring to. His response was that he was not our legal adviser and added
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‘...but if you want to get technical with me.” We said that we needed to know
because we do this all the time without problems, to what he replied in a
threatening tone ‘Do you want to debate with me? I think is better if you
guys leave.’

We understood he was determined to make us leave. So we did. We
packed and left at 6:15pm.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
accm;a.te. Executed onrlNovember 18, 2006 in Chicago, Illinois.

November 18, 2006
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DECLARATION

I Rollande Girard, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption for certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On Tuesday, September 26, 2006, at 5:30pm. I joined a table with our
election and political literature set up near the red line Morse train station in
the west Rogers Park neighborhood in Chicago, Illinois. The police had
talked to Christian Castro, the SWP candidate for lieutenant governor for the
state of Illinois, asking if he had a permit to distribute campaign literature
and had left before I arrived.

We campaigned for the Socialist Workers candidates for about thirty
to forty-five minutes more. Later the same officer who had talked to
Christian came back, he said “T've checked and it turns out you are in a
number of violations.” We asked if he could tell us which violations he was
referring to. His response was that he was not our legal adviser and added
«...but if you want to get technical with me.” We said that we didn't want to
argue but we needed to know in order to find out what are the problems
since we always campaign and had not had any problems before. He replied
in a threatening tone “Do you want to debate with me? I think it’s better if
you guys leave.”

We packed up and left at aronmd 6:15pm.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregbing is true and
accurate. Executed on November 18, 2006 in Chicago, lllinois.

‘g()llande Girard lé
November 18, 2006
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~ DECLARATION

I, Ned Measel, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting

. the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain

disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On April 26, 2006, I and Sam Manuel set up a literature table at a rally
sponsored by the National Black Farmers Association and the Black Farmers
and Agriculturalists Association near the Department of Agriculture
Building on the National Mall in Washington, DC.

2. The literature we were distributing included The Militant newspaper
and books and pamphlets on socialism.

3. An officer of the U.S. Park Police told us that we had to take the table

.down and leave the mall with our material. ‘We packed up the material and

took the folding table down. The officer told us that we had to leave the mall
with our material or face arrest and that if we returned to participate in the
rally even without the material we would be arrested.

4, After Sam Manuel, the Washington correspondent for The Militant,
showed his press credential and enlisted the support of one of the organizers
of the rally the officer conceded that he could remain but reasserted that I

would have to leave with our material and that if I retuned I would be
arrested. :

5.1 then left the National Mall with our material.

I declare under penalty of perjury that to the best of my memory the
foregoing is true and correct. Executed on October 5, 2008 in Washington,

&&C.M

Ned C. Measel
October 5, 2008




é)(/l, 5‘% - 3fa¢j¢,$

58



58-1
DECLARATION

I, Joel Britton, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act. -

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On February 9, 2006 supporters of the Militant Labor Forum in San
Francisco, California, were fined $450 by the city's Department of Public
Works. Supporters of this free speech institution had appealed four DPW
citations totaling $1,200 in fines for posters promoting an August, 2005
forum that had been taped to "historic" lampposts in the Mission District,
asking that the fines be waived.

2. At a DPW hearing on February 9 supporters of the Militant Labor Forum
explained that the posters were taped to the lampposts without their
knowledge or agreement, that the weekly program had limited resources to
pay a fine, and that the forum series plays an educational role in the
community. The $450 fine, though reduced from the original citations, was a
blow to this working class institution that shares a meeting hall and office
space with the Socialist Workers Campaign Committee and Socialist
Workers Party.

3. At the time of the above frameup, the Militant Labor Forum hall was at
3926 Mission Street, San Francisco 94112.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 30, 2008 in San Francisco, California.

September 30, 2008



From the March 13, 2006 Militant

San Francisco: Militant Labor
Forum fights frame-up

BY LEA SHERMAN

SAN FRANCISCO—Supporters of the Militant Labor
Forum here defended the weekly program at a February 9
hearing to appeal frame-up citations carrying a fine of
$1,200 for allegedly posting flyers on “historic” city
lampposts. As a result of their appeal, supporters of the
forum succeeded in having the fine reduced to $450.

The flyers publicized a program last August featuring a
panel of young people who attended the World Festival of
Youth and Students in Caracas, Venezuela. The citations
issued by the “green patrol” of the Department of Public
Works were for leaflets in Spanish and English placed on
four lampposts in the Mission District, where posting is
prohibited. :

“The Militant Labor Forum is a free-speech forum,
organized by volunteers, that focuses on issues of
importance to the labor movement and all working people,”
forum director Elizabeth Stone explained at the hearing.
Stone asked that the fines be waived because the flyers
were posted without the knowledge or agreement of the
forum’s organizers, the weekly program has limited
resources to pay such a fine, and the forum series plays an
educational role in the community.

Statements addressed to the hearing by workers who attend
the forum underlined the harm that would be done by the
fines. Brian Everette, an airline mechanic and member of
the Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association, spoke on the
importance of the forum taking up labor issues, such as the
current employer attacks on airline workers.

In a letter submitted to the hearing, San Francisco
Chronicle pressman Kerry Garza wrote, “I especially
appreciated a program sponsored by the forum that took up
the efforts of my union, the IBT/GCIU San Francisco Web
Pressmen & Prepress Workers Local #4, to win a fair
contract with the San Francisco Chronicle. Given that the
posting was done without the knowledge of those
organizing the forums, to force them to pay the fines for the
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citations would be unjust as well as harmful to this
educational activity.”

Milton Chee, a long-time participant in the forum and
member of the United Transportation Union, attended the
heanngandsubmmedaletterpomungtothefommsbemg
bilingual, “offering a chance for English and Spanish
workers to state their views and exchange them.”

Militant Labor Forum supporters also submitted at the
hearing a letter explaining the injustice of the citations they
had sent to Supervisor Tom Ammiano in the city’s Ninth
District, where the forum is located.
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DECLARATION

I, Amy Husk, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On Saturday, October 2, 2004, myself, Angel Lariscy, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for Congress in the 13" CD in New Jersey, and Michael -
Ortega, another supporter of the campaign, set up a literature table are were
campaigning on a public sidewalk in front of the Clearview’s Clairidge
Cinema at 486 Bloomfield Avenue in Montclair, New Jersey.

2. We campaigned from about 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. before the 9:30 and
10:00 showings of the movie “The Motorcycle Diaries.”

3. Michael and I set up the campaign table again after the movie around
11:15 or 11:30 p.m. We were there for about a half an hour when a man
stopped and took some campaign literature and made a donation for the
literature. He asked for a receipt and we wrote on a piece of paper that he
had given a donation for the literature. '

4. After he left the table he went across the street to talk to a police officer
on the other side of the street. About ten minutes later a police car pulled up
with its lights flashing and two policemen got out. They asked if we had a
permit and I said I didn’t think we needed a permit to hand out political
literature. The officer said, “Yes, you do in Montclair. There’s been a
complaint by the owner of the theater. You need to shut down right now or
I’ll issue a summons.”

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 10, 2004 in Newark, New Jersey.

O oty

Amy Hus
October 10, 2004
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DECLARATION

I, Norton Sandler, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the
Socialist Workers Party, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. May name is Norton Sandler, and I am the Chairman of the
Socialist Workers National Campaign Committee. I have served in this
capacity for over four years.

2. In September 2004, the C.W. Mining Company, owner of the Co-
Op Mine in Huntington, Utah, and its allied company union, the
International Association of United Workers Union (IAUWU), launched a
retaliatory lawsuit against the Militant newspaper, a paper that editorially
supports the Socialist Workers candidates. The lawsuit targeted the paper,
its editor and a number of reporters, as well as the United Mine Workers

~ Union of America (UMWA) and dozens of other unionists and political

activists.

3. The lawsuit was filed one year after miners at Co-Op began a
struggle for safety, better pay, dignity on the job, and representation by the
UMWA. That organizing drive included a hard-fought, 10-month strike by
75 coal miners, mostly immigrant workers from Mexico, in response to the
company’s firing of union backers in the mine. From the opening days of the
strike the Militant was the main voice of the miners’ cause, presenting the
facts, week in and week out, and rallying support for the struggle across
North America and around the world.

4. The company’s goal was to cripple the paper and all other
supporters of the miners’ struggle by forcing them to divert time and
resources to defend themselves. They also hoped that the threat of a
significant money judgment against the defendants would intimidate them.

5. As C.W. Mining’s campaign against the organizing drive and its
supporters developed over nearly two years, the company, through its court
case, concentrated more and more of its fire against the Co-Op miners, the
UMWA, and the Militant. Its central charge was that miners who spoke out
publicly about their fight for unionization and dignity, as well as anyone
who supported them or reported what they said, were guilty of defaming the
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company. Defendants were also charged with a litany of other alleged
offenses.

6. An ad hoc defense campaign called The Militant Fighting Fund
was organized by the Militant to raise funds for the paper to pay attorneys
and court expenses and to finance the paper’s efforts to publicize and
explain the facts in the case. This enabled the Militant to continue its labor
coverage and socialist editorial policy undeterred, including remaining a
consistent voice of the Co-Op miners’ battle and partisan of the Socialist
Workers Party’s election campaigns.

7. As the national campaign director, I was included by the coal
company as one of the defendants when the lawsuit was filed. Though I was
dropped as a defendant after more than a year, I faced the continuing
possibility of being added back into the case again.

In addition the suit named Réger Calero, the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for president in 2004 (and in 2008 as well). I explained the
severity of the challenge to the campaign in an interview with the Militant
newspaper in October 2004 (attached, my comments in bold). We faced the
danger of harassment and victimization until the suit and the retaliatory
company campaign against supporters of the union drive was ultimately
defeated in 2006.

8. This example shows how employers and rightists can and will use
the courts, as well as every other arena, to deal blows to workers fighting to
organize and use unions to defend themselves against the effects of the
bosses’ financial crisis. The Socialist Workers candidates, and their
campaign committees, are partisans of such workers’ efforts, and, as in the
case of the miners’ battle in Utah, they and their committees have been the
victim of and will be targets again of such harassment efforts to intimidate
and shut them up.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and '
correct. Executed on October 13, 2008. 5_/@/‘
| I\é))rton

Sandler
October 13, 2008




from the Militant, June 6, 2006

‘We won battle at Co-Op mine due to
strength of our fight and solidarity’

(front page)

BY NORTON SANDLER

SAN FRANCISCO—*“We won the battle at the Co-Op mine
because of the strength of our fight and the solidarity we received
from many unions across this country and internationally, and from
working people like those of you here today,” said coal miner Bill
Estrada.

A participant in the two-and-half-year union-organizing
struggle at the Co-Op mine in Huntington, Utah, Estrada was
addressing a well-attended Militant Labor Forum here May 21.

“In Price, Utah, on June 4, we are going to celebrate the
accomplishments of this struggle and our recent victory. We will
celebrate how the forces who joined together in this fight have
been strengthened for union organizing and safety in the mines, for
the legalization of undocumented immigrants, and other struggles
of workers in the West and elsewhere,” Estrada said.

Among the 35 participants who filled the forum hall were five
members of the Drill Team of International Longshore and
Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 10, garment workers, airline
workers, meat packers, rail workers, a school bus driver, and other
trade unionists. Also attending was an activist from a center for
day laborers in San Francisco’s Mission District and a
representative of the San Jose immigrant rights organization
Voluntarios de la Comunidad (Community Volunteers). Estrada
spoke the previous night at a Militant Labor Forum in Los Angeles
attended by 30 people.

He spoke here as part of a series of forums around the country
(see calendar on front page). The same weekend Alyson Kennedy,
a participant in the Co-Op struggle, spoke in Seattle, and Paul
Mailhot, organizer of the Militant Fighting Fund, spoke in
Birmingham. : '

“Safety issues and working conditions were a big concern of the
miners at Co-Op and one of the main reasons we reached out to the
United Mine Workers of America [UMWAY] for help,” Estrada told
the crowd. He pointed to the five coal miners who had died the day
before in an explosion at a nonunion mine in Harlan County,
Kentucky.

“That’s 31 deaths in U.S. coal mines so far this year. The coal

. companies are trying to get as much coal out of the ground, as fast
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as they can, while there is a worldwide coal boom,” said Estrada.
“We need to unionize the mines. That way we can mobilize union
power to protect ourselves, including walking out of the mines
when the conditions become too dangerous. With our union safety
committees leading the way, mining can be done safely and not a
single miner has to die.”

Estrada described the fight that 75 coal miners waged at C.W.
Mining Company’s Co-Op mine. The company is part of a
network of businesses in Utah and other western states owned by
the Kingston family.

“The miners, mostly Mexican-born, won every round of this
struggle, from the day we walked out to the settlement agreement
that has just been achieved,” Estrada said.

“We reached out to UMWA locals and other unions for
solidarity in Utah and around the country, including a trip by four
miners to San Francisco in early 2004 to ask for help from unions
here,” Estrada explained. “ILWU Local 10 responded by donating
funds and by sending 17 members of its drill team to our February
7 rally in Huntington.”

Josh Williams, a founder of the union’s drill team in 1966,
attended the forum. He introduced Trevyn McCoy, a current drill
team captain, who described the ILWU members’ Utah trip. “It
made us feel great and proud to be part of that union fight,”
McCoy said.

“The buses with the longshore workers and the vehicles
caravanning up to the mine were supposed to just drive by the
picket line,” said Estrada. “They all got their drill team routine
going and began chanting. The miners staffing the picket line
joined them. The coal bosses drove by and could not believe what
they saw. The local paper covered it. It made a mark,” said
Estrada.

Company backs down, rehires miners

As the strike reached 10 months and the miners were winning
growing support in the labor movement and beyond, the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) responded by brokering an
agreement that resulted in the company taking all the workers back
into the mine in July 2004. The NLRB set a date for a union
representation election for later that year. In another blow to the
company, the board ruled that relatives of the mine owners were
ineligible to vote in that election.

In September 2004, C.W. Mining and its closely associated
International Association of United Workers Union (IAUWU)
filed a defamation lawsuit in federal court in Salt Lake City against
nearly 100 defendants. Those charged in the lawsuit included 16
Co-Op coal miners, the UMWA, the Militant, and the Salt Lake
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Tribune and the Deseret Morning News—Utah's two largest
dailies. The lawsuit contained several other charges against the
miners, the UMWA, and other defendants, including civil
conspiracy, intent to disrupt economic activity, and invasion of
privacy.

The lawsuit was amended and re-filed in December 2004, on
the eve of the union representation vote.

Shortly before the union vote, the company also fired 30
miners, claiming it had recently discovered the workers did not
have proper papers to prove they were eligible to work legally in
the United States. Many of the fired miners had been employed by
the company for years.

The UMWA again filed unfair labor practices charges against
the company, explaining that the workers were terminated to
prevent them from voting in the union representation election.

That election proceeded on Dec. 16, 2004, with the fired
workers voting. The NLRB impounded the ballots of the fired
miners pending its ruling on the union’s charges.

“Unable to defeat us on the picket line, as we were gaining
strength, the bosses succeeded in shifting the focus away from the
mine and into the courts and into further NLRB proceedings,” said
Estrada. “The headway they made for a time on this course was
possible because broader labor action wasn’t brought to bear in the
fight against the company.”

“There was a several-month period, leading up to and after our
return to work, where further steps toward organization of the
western coal mines was possible,” said Estrada.

Workers in nearby coal mines were looking at the example set
by the Co-Op miners, said Estrada. A group of coal truck drivers
contacted the union about getting organized. There were
discussions about setting up a picket line outside the area power
plants where coal from Co-Op was being used. There were also
possibilities to involve rail workers in the struggle in a new way.

“But the miners couldn’t carry this struggle by ourselves,”
Estrada said. “We had limited experience in fighting this kind of
battle. We were scrambling to find jobs to make ends meet. We
needed more help from the broader union movement than we had
been able to win up to that point. As a result, we weren’t able to
take advantage of the real possibilities then to make advances in
union organizing.”

The NLRB took a full year to issue its preliminary
determination on the unfair labor practice charges filed by the
union, but it finally came down against the company, said Estrada.
An NLRB declaration issued by the board’s Region 27 director on
Dec. 9, 2005, states that C.W. Mining “has been discriminating in
regard to hire or tenure or terms and conditions of employment of



its employees, thereby discouraging membership in a labor
organization.”

A trial was scheduled before an NLRB administrative law
judge, where the NLRB attorneys would present their case for
reaching these conclusions and the company would have the
opportunity to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses in an
attempt to reverse the NLRB’s findings.

A separate ruling by NRLB Region 27 Director Allan Benson
on April 19, 2006, determined that six of the Co-Op miners were
entitled to back pay for their firing. Miners explained that the
government body determined that the rest of the Co-Op miners
were not eligible for back pay or reinstatement at the mine because
they had failed to demonstrate they had proper work documents.

“What the Co-Op miners fought through points to why the fight
for legalization of the millions of undocumented workers in this
country is so important,” Estrada noted.

The ability of undocumented workers to maintain a job under
these conditions can be won in struggle,

Estrada added. He cited the example of the Wolverine meat
plant in Detroit, where the boss fired 21 workers who did not go to
work on March 27 in order to join an immigrant rights
demonstration. Management threatened it would only take back the
workers if they proved they had valid work documents. But the
strength of those street mobilizations resulted in Wolverine
backing down and the workers returning to their jobs.

Court ruling another blow to Co-Op

On May 1, federal district court judge Dee Benson issued his
ruling on the motions to dismiss the federal lawsuit that had been
filed by the remaining defendants in the case. He said the company
had not established a valid defamation case against the Salt Lake
Tribune and the Desert Morning News and dismissed the lawsuit
against those papers. Benson ordered the company and the
IAUWU to pay attorneys fees and court costs to those newspapers.
Attorneys for the two dailies have since filed court papers
requesting $120,000 in payments.

In that same ruling Judge Benson also dismissed the entire case
against the 16 coal miner defendants, saying, “Laborers are entitled
to their opinions. They are entitled to express those opinions,
whether in the midst of a labor dispute or not.”

In throwing out the coal bosses’ claims the judge stated,
“Plaintiffs’ allegations against the defendant miners seem to be
nothing more than an attempt to intimidate their employees and
quell honest discussion concerning -labor issues.” He also
dismissed all other charges against the miners and other
defendants.
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“The judge’s decision cut the heart out of their lawsuit,” Estrada
told the audience. “They were left with a very weak defamation
case against the UMWA, the Militant, and Utah Jobs with Justice.”

When the judge’s ruling was combined with the NLRB
determination that C.W. Mining had fired the miners for union
activity, it was clear the unionists had effectively stood off the
company in every attempt they made to defeat us, said Estrada.

“It is not surprising that the Kingstons decided at this point that
an agreement to end the lawsuit was in their interest,” said Estrada.
“The company has had this struggle on their backs during one of
the biggest coal booms in U.S. history. They want to get their
production back to what it was before our strike.”

As part of the agreement reached by the attorney for the miners
and those representing C.W. Mining and the IAUWU, the lawsuit
is dropped against all the defendants including the UMWA and the
Militant. The UMWA agreed to drop its unfair labor charges
practices against the company, and the company agreed to give
back pay to the six workers the NLRB deemed eligible to receive
it.

“We didn’t give up a single thing in reaching this agreement.
When it came right down to it, only one UMWA supporter, Alyson
Kennedy, was going to be eligible to exercise her right to return to
work,” said Estrada. “This would have been the case even if the
votes in favor of the UMWA were counted. But Alyson and the
other miners had determined long ago that we didn’t want to be
part of a UMWA local in name only.

“However, it is very important to note that nothing in this
agreement prevents UMWA backers from organizing again at this
mine,” Estrada said. “If a majority of workers at Co-Op sign cards
tomorrow, or six months or a year from now, in favor of being
represented by the UMWA, the whole organizing fight can start

sn ??
.

again

Celebration looks forward

. “The celebration in Price on June 4 will take note of these
accomplishments,” Estrada said. “We have all learned a great deal
in the course of this battle and we are better prepared for what’s
ahead.

“The UMWA members on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico
and Arizona are getting ready for their contract fight with the
Pittsburgh & Midway Coal Company. They will be coming on the
4th. Other workers, including West Coast longshore union
members, will be there also. We are going to need to draw on each
other in the coming battles and put what we have learned to work.”

Estrada noted, “The deep-going fight for legalization for
immigrants is under way. There are big stakes for the union
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movement in supporting this effort and weakening the bosses’
ability to divide us. The fight for the extension of unions in this
country is going to get intertwined with this and other social
questions in the coming months. All of this will be part of our
celebration of the accomplishments of the Co-Op strike.”

At the meeting, a fund appeal was made for the Militant

Fighting Fund. Members of the audience contributed $1,000 to

help defray the Militant’s legal costs and expenses for Estrada’s
travel.
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From the October 12, 2004, Militant

Utah miners: ‘Bosses’ lawsuit won’t stop
our fight for union’

UMWA re-upping its support for miners
Co-Op workers build Oct. 2 solidarity
rally

(front page)

BY PAT MILLER AND ANNE CARROLL

PRICE, Utah—One year after being locked out and forced to
strike, and three months after winning the battle to be reinstated on
the job, Co-Op miners here are pressing ahead with their struggle
to win representation by the United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA). The mine near Huntington, Utah, is run by C.W.
Mining and is owned by the Kingstons. The workers, their
families, and other supporters of the union-organizing fight are
gathering October 2 at the UMWA hall in Price to celebrate the
one-year anniversary of their struggle and show their resolve to
win. At the rally, they will also discuss how to counter the latest
attack by the Co-Op bosses.

On September 24, attorneys for C.W. Mining and the so-called
International Association of United Workers Union (IAUWU),
which miners say is a company union, filed a federal civil suit in
the U.S. District Court in Utah against the UMWA, its officers,
~and 17 current and former Co-Op miners. In all, 120 organizations
and individuals are named in the 76-page suit, accused of
“unlawful labor practices” and “defamation.”

“This company has taken advantage of the Co-Op miners for
many years,” said Bob Butero, UMWA Region 4 director, in
response to the lawsuit. “Now they are suing these organizations
for trying to help the miners. All of us who support the workers are
there because we support justice.”

. Also named as defendants in the suit by the Kingstons are the
Salt Lake Tribune, and eight of its editors and journalists who have
reported on this labor struggle; the Deseret Morning News and five
of its staff; the Militant newspaper, its editor, its web
administrator, and 20 of its reporters who have written articles on
the Co-Op struggle; the Sun Advocate and other local newspapers
in Utah’s Carbon and Emery Counties; the Socialist Workers
Party; the Workers World Party; Jobs with Justice and its affiliate
in Utah; the Roman Catholic Church and its Salt Lake City
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Diocese and Bishop George Niederauer, as well as Father Donald
Hope of the Notre Dame Catholic Church in Price; the Utah AFL-
CIO; the PACE international union; the National Organization for
Women (NOW); and numerous other labor organizations,
individual unionists, newspapers, and others who have expressed
support of the Co-Op miners fight to win UMWA representation.

Most of the alleged defamations are factual presentations by
workers and their backers on how their labor struggle has unfolded
since last year.

How struggle unfolded

On Sept. 23, 2003, some 75 miners were locked out and fired
by C.W. Mining, also known as the Co-Op mine, in Huntington.
The owners, the Kingston family, have business holdings in six
western states worth about $150 million. The firings took place
after a number of workers at the mine began organizing to bring in
the UMWA in order to win better safety conditions, decent wages,
and respect. Getting wind of this effort, the bosses at Co-Op began
harassing union supporters, eventually firing one of the leaders of
the effort. When workers at the mine protested this victimization,

the company called the local sheriff and ordered the workers off

the property, locking them out of their jobs.

The miners turned the lockout into a strike and picketed the
mine. After nine-and-a-half months on the picket line, effectively
limiting production at the Co-Op mine and winning broad support
from the labor movement throughout the West, especially, and
around the world, the miners won their jobs back. The National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) ruled in May that the miners had
been fired illegally and ordered C.W. Mining to allow the miners
to return. Following an unconditional offer to return by the bosses,
a number of the strikers got back on the job July 12.

Since then, Co-Op miners have said they are pressing their fight
to be represented by the UMWA from inside the mine.

The NLRB also ordered that a union election be held between
the UMWA and the IAUWU, which workers describe as a phony
company outfit. The labor board held a hearing here in July to
determine which employees of C.W. Mining would have a right to
vote in such an election. Company lawyers argued that up to 100
people, many of whom are Kingston family members or close
relatives, including managerial and office personnel, should be
allowed to vote. The UMWA argued that such individuals are loyal
to the company and have no right to vote in a union election. The
NLRB has not issued a ruling yet on this matter nor has it set the
date for the union election.

“It is going to be important for us to show we are united and we
have widespread support for our fight,” said Juan Salazar, one of
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the Co-Op miners who has been a leader of the fight for a real
union at the mine in an interview. Salazar said that he and two
other miners, Alyson Kennedy and Ricardo Chévez, recently did
house visits with co-workers and other miners who used to work at
Co-Op to build the October 2 rally. “We discussed with our co-
workers and their families how the fight continues and why all of
us should be there October 2,” he said.

The miners will have a display at the rally featuring all of the
major turning points in their struggle. They are also producing a T-
shirt to raise funds and spread solidarity, which reads, “One Year
in Struggle, September 22, 2003—Co-Op Miners Want the
UMWA.”

While Co-Op miners, UMWA members, union retirees, and
others in this area have been spreading the word about the October
2 rally, unionists from other parts of the country are also making
their way to the event. A delegation of 10 members of the
International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) and the
Service Employees International Union are traveling from Seattle
for the October 2 event. Two other members from the ILWU in
Tacoma, Washington, are also coming. A delegation from the
International Union of Operating Engineers in Farmington, New
Mexico, will be in Price. Other miners from Colorado have called
to say they will be at the rally as well, miners report.

The Co-Op miners also said they have extended an invitation to
the coal miners who have been thrown out of work at the three
mines formerly owned by Horizon Coal Co. in West Virginia and
Kentucky to be special guests at the solidarity rally.

Utah Jobs with Justice is organizing a car caravan of unionists
and other supporters of the Co-Op fight from Salt Lake City. The
caravan is set to depart at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, October 2, from the
AFL-CIO Labor Temple in Utah’s capital city for the rally later
that day.

Kingstons® suit against the union, others

The lawsuit by the Kingstons cites hundreds of supposedly
defamatory statements made in the course of the last year. These
include:

Statements by Co-Op miners explaining how they were
locked out and fired from their jobs because of their efforts
to join the UMWA and defend a co-worker; -

Explanations by individual Co-Op miners of how they
are paid between $5.25 and $7.00 an hour to mine coal when
the prevailing wage in the mining industry is $15 to $20 an
hour;

Details of the unsafe working conditions miners are
forced to work under. One such example is a statement by
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Co-Op miner Celso Panduro quoted in the Militant where he

says, “The day we united against the owners, it was because

we had hit a wall. Every time we had asked for better
working conditions they told us to keep our heads down and
keep working.”;

Statements by miners that the company does not provide
affordable health insurance, and examples of when the
bosses forced miners to work when they are injured;

A statement by UMWA Region 4 director Bob Butero
who said the fight at Co-Op “is not over until these workers
are covered by a true labor agreement.”;

A statement by Pastor Donald Hope saying, “What is
needed here over the long term is the development of a
conscience on the part of C.W. Mining Co. They need to
take the necessary steps to give their workers basic human
rights.” _

The Kingston lawsuit asks for at least $1 million in damages
from the defendants, and an unspecified amount of punitive
damages to be determined during trial. Furthermore, the Kingstons
ask that the court enjoin all of the named defendants, and up to 200
unknown others who may be discovered during trial, from carrying
out further actions in support of the miners, because of the injuries
their actions inflict on C.W. Mining Co.

Defendants vow to fight back

Other defendants reacted to the suit with statements similar to
Butero’s. “We welcome the lawsuit because we know they can’t
win it,” said George Nekels, of Utah Jobs with Justice. “And it just
sheds more light on their activities. The more they are investigated,
the more their questionable and unscrupulous treatment of the
~miners will be uncovered. The fact that it is a joint lawsuit between
the attorney for the company union and the attorney for C.W.
Mining is more evidence of collusion and conflict of interest. It
again shows why no Kingston family member should be allowed to
vote in the union election.”

The IAUWU, the miners contend, does the bidding of the
company and has failed to represent the workers in every dispute.

The filing of the lawsuit has already received media coverage,
including articles in the Salt Lake Tribune and Deseret Morning
News, two of the defendants. The September 25 edition of Deseret
Morning News reported that managing editor Richard D. Hall said
“he was surprised by the paper’s inclusion in the lawsuit, which he
described as ‘completely. frivolous and without merit.’” :

Norton Sandler, Socialist Workers Party campaign director,
said the lawsuit “needs to be taken seriously. There is no
reason to assume the courts will dismiss it out of hand. We
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consider outrageous the inclusion of Réger Calero, SWP
candidate for president of the United States, as one of the
defendants and we intend to join the miners, the UMWA, and
others to fight it. Far from being intimidated and silenced by
this lawsuit, Calero and his running mate Arrin Hawkins, and
SWP candidates for public office across the United States, will
continue to speak out wherever they go in defense of the
unionists at the Co-Op mine, who will prevail in this battle to
be represented by the UMWA.”

“The lawsuit filed by the Kingstons against the Co-Op miners,
their union, the Militant newspaper, other news organizations,
church groups, and other supporters’ of the miners’ fight is a
serious attack on political rights,” said John Studer, executive
director of the Political Rights Defense Fund (PRDF), in a
September 28 statement. PRDF has been providing support for the
defense of political rights for more than 30 years. This includes the
successful legal challenge to decades of harassment and disruption
by the FBI and other government agencies against the Socialist
Workers Party, and the successful defense last year of Réger
Calero, associate editor of Perspectiva Mundial and staff writer for
the Militant, against efforts by immigration authorities to deport
him to his native Nicaragua.

“The goal of this attack is to divert supporters of the miners
from publicizing their struggle, forcing them instead to devote
resources, time, and attention to defending themselves,” Studer
continued. “In addition, the attack on the Militant and its reporters,
as well as on other newspapers, is a challenge to freedom of the
press and the paper’s effort to tell the truth about the miners’
struggle to unionists and others across the country and around the
world. PRDF pledges to lend whatever support it can to the fight to
turn back this attack and defend political rights.”

Fighting suit can help union struggle

A number of Co-Op miners said they won’t allow the lawsuit to
slow down or stop their fight for a union.

“Many miners we talked to during house visits at first laughed
about the Kingston lawsuit,” said Co-Op miner Alyson Kennedy.
“‘It is so outrageous,’ they said. But we take it seriously and see it
as another attempt to intimidate us and our supporters. It’s going to
backfire on the bosses, though. We will end up stronger, with more
support, as a result of this action by the Kingstons and our fight
against it.”

Kennedy reported that a member of Amnesty International at
the University of Utah called the Co-Op miners right after reading
about the Kingston lawsuit. She wanted to know how they could
help, and described plans by her group to organize a fundraising
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benefit for the miners and to organize students from the campus to -

come to the October 2 rally.

“We are not afraid of this lawsuit,” Juan Salazar said. “Many of
the miners we talked to said they will be there on October 2, even
more so after hearing what the Kingstons had just done. The
company needs to know we are not sitting down and waiting.”

Bill Estrada, who is cited as a defendant and is quoted often in
the bosses’ lawsuit, said: “The Kingstons are going to find that the
Co-Op miners and their supporters are proud of what we have
done. The Kingstons have put together in their legal brief an honor
roll of those who have sided with us in this struggle for justice.”

The Co-Op miners said they urge supporters around the world
to write to the NLRB asking that the labor board set a date for the
union vote and reject the bosses’ proposal to give the right to vote
to supervisory personal and other Kingston family members and
relatives brought in the mine to stack the deck against the UMWA.
Such letters can be sent to NLRB Region 27, attn. B. Allan
Benson, director, and Nancy Brandt, hearing officer; at 600 17th
Street, 7th Floor - North Tower, Denver, Colorado 80202-5433.
Tel: (303) 844-3551; Fax (303) 844-6249.

For more information on the October 2 rally or to send a
message of support or financial donation contact UMWA District
22 at 525 E. 100 S., Price, Utah 84501; Tel: (435) 637-2037; Fax:
(435) 637-9456.
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DECLARATION

I, Rachele Fruit, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP's
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates
of the SWP are entitled to-an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of
the Federal Election Campdign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On Sunday, July 25, 2004 I partmpated in a team to campaign for candidate, Karl Butts,

who was running for U.S. Congress, 11® C.D.

We campaigned in the-parking lot at Funland Drive-In Theater flea market.

The team was composed of Cheryl Goertz and Karl Buits.

We campaigned with a card table and bullhorn, distributing national and state campaign

leaflets, and showing people the campaign papers, The Militant and Perspectiva Mundial.

Many people were interested in what we had to say. We sold 7 papers and a pamphlet,

Abortion is a Woman's Right to Choose. Several people who expressed interest in the

campaign identified themselves as workers.

6. Wearrived at9 am. At 10:30 a.m., while we were talking with a union worker from
_ConAgra fish cempany, two uniformed female police officers on a golf cart approached
_ the table and told us that we were on private property and had to leave. The worker was
~ clearly intimidated, dropped the material on the table and said she had to go. Then she

did agree to take the leaflets with her, but we did not get her name.

The officers were Corporal Robinson, badge #783, and Officer Jones, badge #109.

Officer Jones said she worked for the flea market and that they told her to tell us to leave.

1 said I thought the parking lot was owned by the railroad, and Officer Jones replied that

they rent the parking lot to the flea market. Then she asked, “Do you have permission

from the railroad to be here?” I answered that I didn’t know, since I wasn’t the one who

made the arrangements.

10. The officers stayed right there untii we were packed up.

11. When we were ready to leave, I asked them for their names and badge numbers and said

. we would look into it, since we were carrying out legitimate campaign activity.

12. There was a woman selling tamales from her van in the same parking lot. She

immediately stopped selling when she saw the police harassing us.
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| I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on March 7, 2005.

oot Pt

March 7, 2005
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DECLARATION

I, Norton Sandler, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

: 1. In August 2004, the Jackson Advocate, a weekly newspaper in
Mississippi, printed a redbaiting and false article in an effort to blacken the
name of the Socialist Workers campaign and its candidates for president and

vice-president, Réger Calero and Arrin Hawkins. The article was printed
just as the party was in the process of filing petitions containing the
signatures of over 2,400 Mississippians to place the presidential ticket on the
ballot.

2. The author of the article, Barbara Harris, contacted state officials,
presenting them with false information about the candidates, attempting to
influence them to deny ballot status to the party. Both in her article and in
her communication to state officials, she claimed that she had “discovered”
that the candidates were underage and therefore not eligible to be on the
ballot. In fact, the candidate’s ages were not difficult to determine, they were
printed on the first line of their biographies, sent to the Advocate and
hundreds of other media. Also, because of their age, Socialist Workers
supporters had in fact petitioned to place two stand-in candidates — James
Harris for president and Maggie Trowe for vice-president — on the
Mississippi ballot. It is simply false that there was any attempt to deceive
state officials — or “workers, black farmers and young adults” — as alleged by
Harris. :

3. According to her own story, Harris drew the “information” for her
article from various unnamed sources, a “spokesperson of the Jackson FBI
office” who was neither willing to give her name nor make a “statement,” an

.unnamed “news director at station KPFT in Houston,” and information from
unnamed “acquaintances’ recollections” about Arrin Hawkins.
.4. As] stated in a letter to Charles Tisdale, the editor of the Advocate,
I wrote in response to Harris’ article: “This type of smear is used against
civil rights advocates, democrats, dissidents, and freethinkers of all varieties,
as well as socialists and communists. By making all kinds of insinuations
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and hints at devious methods on the part of the Socialist Workers Party, she
hopes to keep readers from objectively considering the ideas and proposals
the socialists are raising.” The paper did not print my letter.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed October 13, 2008.

o N

s/Norton Sandler
October 13, 2008



From the September 7, 2004 Militant

SWP campaign answers red-baiting

smear
Jackson, Mississippi, newspaper calls socialists
‘wolves in sheep’s clothing’

Printed below is a letter that Norton Sandler, national director
of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) campaign, sent August 9 to
Charles Tisdale, editor of the Jackson Advocate. Sandler sent the
letter in response to a front-page article the Advocate had
published in its August 5-11 issue. The author of the article,
Barbara Harris, used red-baiting smears to discredit the Socialist
Workers campaign. The Advocate, a weekly newspaper published
in Jackson, Mississippi, ran the article under the title “Vulnerable
Voters Deceived by Socialist Workers Candidate.” It is printed on
the facing page; after Sandler’s letter. As of August 22, the
Adbvocate editors had not published Sandler s response.

BY NORTON SANDLER

Dear Mr. Tisdale,

We are writing in response to the slanderous and highly
misleading article “Vulnerable voters deceived by socialist
workers candidate,” by Barbara Harris, that appeared on page 1 of
the August 5-11 Advocate.

Instead of contacting unnamed sources and the FBI, Ms. Harris
could have easily found answers to her questions about Roger

Calero and Arrin Hawkins, the Socialist Workers 2004 presidential -

ticket, by reading the candidates’ biographies which were sent by
fax to the Jackson Advocate and e-mailed to Ms. Harris, or by
contacting their national campaign office located in Miami.

As the biographies explain, “Réger Calero, 35, is an associate
editor of the Spanish-language magazine Perspectiva Mundial and
a staff writer for the Militant.” “Arrin Hawkins, 28, is a garment
worker in New York. She was the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Lt. Governor of New York in 2002.” :

In addition to being sent to the Jackson Advocate, thousands of
copies of the biographies, along with clear statements on what the
socialist candidates stand and fight for, were distributed to
Mississippians by campaign volunteers who petitioned in Jackson
as well as in Meridian, Natchez, Pascagoula, and Tchula. Far from
deceiving anyone, the 2004 Socialist Workers Campaign wants
everyone to know what our campaign represents.




As Ms. Harris herself explains, we “support raising the
minimum wage to union scale, a very popular issue with the
working class and those entering the workforce.” Is this something
we should try to hide? Especially when no other candidates are
raising this demand?

Other demands that we stand and fight for include:

Support workers’ right to organize unions and defend
themselves against the bosses’ assaults. For the formation of
an independent labor party based on the trade unions that
fights in the interests of working people.

Support the right of semicolonial countries to
electrification, including use of nuclear power.

For a massive federally funded public works program to
put millions to work at union scale.

Stop farm foreclosures!

Defend and extend affirmative action in employment,
education, and housing.

All U.S. and other imperialist troops out of Iraq,
Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Korea, Haiti, Colombia, and
Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba, now!

Fight cop brutality, abolish the death penalty.

We take issue with Ms. Harris’ expressed opinion that there is
something wrong with demands that speak to the interests of the
working class. Our campaign’s message is “It’s not who you’re
against, it’s what you are for! Vote Socialist Workers in 2004.”
Our candidates got an excellent response in Mississippi not by
deceiving anyone, but by explaining what we stand for.

There is a name for the type of article Ms. Harris’ wrote: red-
baiting. This type of smear is used against civil rights advocates,
democrats, dissidents, and freethinkers of all varieties, as well as
socialists and communists. By making all kinds of insinuations and
hints at devious methods on the part of the Socialist Workers Party,
she hopes to. keep readers from objectively considering the ideas
and proposals the socialists are raising. '

- In compliance with Mississippi law, the 2004 Socialist Workers
Campaign filed over 2,100 signatures with the Secretary of State.
Our candidates also appeared on the ballot in Mississippi in the
2000 election by collecting 2,400 signatures.

The Socialist Workers Party has run candidates in every
presidential election since 1948. Due to undemocratic election
laws in virtually every state, which make it difficult and in some
cases impossible for small working-class parties to gain ballot
status, the Socialist Workers Party petitions to get on the ballot.

The Socialist Workers Party opposes laws that prevent working
people from putting forward the candidates that they choose. We
oppose laws that take away the voting rights of working people
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who have served time in this country’s enormous prison system.
We oppose all laws making it difficult for citizen-soldiers to vote
and engage in political activity protected under the constitution.
Our response to these undemocratic attacks on our rights is to turn
the onerous requirements forced upon us into an opportunity to hit
the streets with our campaign program and talk with thousands of
working people around the country. This year, we are campaigning
to be on the ballot in 14 states and Washington, D.C. This is not a
“claim,” as Ms. Harris asserts. It is a fact. From New York to
Wisconsin to Mississippi, our campaign has gotten a serious
response from working people and youth.

Because Réger Calero and Arrin Hawkins—whose ages are
printed on the first lines of the campaign literature—are under the
constitutional age requirement, there are stand-in candidates who
are over 35 years old who will be on the ballot in states where that
is required, including Mississippi. The stand-in candidates are
James Harris and Margaret Trowe. Mr. Harris was the party’s
presidential candidate in 1996 and 2000. Ms. Trowe was the SWP
vice-presidential candidate in 2000. Harris and Trowe appeared on
the Mississippi ballot during the last presidential election and their
names were clearly printed on the petitions that more than 2,000
Mississippians signed this year.

For many workers, farmers, and young people, Calero and
Hawkins, who are young fighters for workers’ rights, are attractive
candidates. If the majority of people in the United States elected
Calero and Hawkins, the fact that they are too young would be a
‘minor problem to solve. Election laws like all other laws can be
changed, including the laws in the U.S. constitution.

Ms. Harris attempts to use the fact that Réger Calero is an
immigrant to criminalize him. She states that the “Immigration and
Naturalization Service failed in their attempt to deport Calero after

‘his felony conviction.” But this is not accurate.

Calero and all those who supported him scored an outstanding
victory, not only for immigrants but for all working people, when
the U.S. government moved to end its deportation proceedings
against him last year. We have proudly used his victory as a
weapon so that others can press for their rights, in this country and
around the world. The federal government dropped its case against
him because of the widespread support he won for his fight, from
unionists, immigrant rights activists, and others. He fought back,
proudly and publicly. He refused to be intimidated and that is why
the government backed down. In the words of the INS, the

“circumstances of the case had changed.” Indeed.

Sincerely,

Norton Sandler

SWP National Campaign Director
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The article below was published in the August 5-11, 2004, issue
of the weekly newspaper Jackson Advocate under the headline
“Vulnerable Voters Deceived by Socialist Workers Candidate.” It
is reprinted by permission.

BY BARBARA HARRIS

Workers, black farmers and young adults, beware of wolves in
sheep’s clothing!

Monday, the Socialist Workers Party filed the required amount
of signatures with the Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office to
qualify their candidates to be on the November ballot for President
of the United States.

However, the Advocate’s research has found that neither the
presidential candidate Roger Calero nor his vice presidential
running mate Arrin Hawkins meet the qualifications to run for the
respective offices.

The Socialist Workers Party collected more than 2,100
signatures across the state to meet the 1,000 signature guideline to
appear-on the ballot, Initiaily, more than 200 signatures in Hinds
County, collected primarily from local college students, were

However, the Hinds County Election Commission reversed its
decision last week and the signatures were allowed.

Calero, whose biography suggests he is only 33-34 years old,

- was born in Nicaragua and automatically does not meet the U.S.

native requirement. In addition, Calero has a 1988 felony
conviction for sale of marijuana, another disqualification.

Though she was not willing to make a specific statement, a
spokesperson of the Jackson FBI office said Wednesday that this
writer’s research is most likely correct..

She referred the Advocate to a Houston radio station whose
news department reported the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
service failed in its attempt to deport Calero after his felony
conviction. _ ' :

A news director at KPFT in Houston told the Advocate she
remembers the story but did not know many specifics because
though she lives in the city, she was not employed at the station at

the time.

According to the Advocate’s research, Calero is not even a
naturalized citizen. He is a green card-carrying permanent alien,
journalist for The Militant and former meat packer.

On the other hand, Arrin Hawkins, an African American
woman, is also apparently constitutionally ineligible to run for the
nation’s second highest office. Hawkins claims she is 24 years old



- far too young to meet the minimum legal age requirement for the
office.

The best research—relying on acquaintances’
recollections—put Hawkins® age at “somewhere between 28 and
30,” still to[o] young to run for vice president.

A presidential or vice presidential candidate is required to be at
least 35 years old; be born in the United States or one of its
territories or possessions; and live in the U.S. or one of its
territories or possessions at least 14 years.

The Mississippi Secretary of State’s Office confirmed that they
had received the petitions and filing papers, but no decision has yet
been made.

“The election board meets in September and we will submit all
the information we’ve gathered to them. The decision will be made
from that,” SOS spokesperson David Blount said. “Thank you for
bringing this information to our attention.”

The Socialist Workers Party issued a press release claiming to
be on the ballot in 15 states, including Iowa, Utah, Vermont,
Colorado, New Jersey and Washington state.

The party’s platform claims to support raising the minimum
wage to union scale, a very popular issue with the working class
and those entering the workforce.

Therefore, college students, including those at Jackson State
University, and black farmers across the state are vulnerable
voters.
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Letter to ‘Jackson Advocate’ from
backers of SWP ticket in Mississippi

Printed below is an August 22 letter to the editor of the
Mississippi weekly the Jackson Advocate protesting the
paper’s publication of an article attacking the Socialist
Workers campaign in that state as a “deceptive”
campaign of “wolves in sheep’s clothing” that targets
“vulnerable voters.” The letter is signed by four SWP
campaign supporters from Tchula, Mississippi. The
original Advocate article and a letter answering its
red-baiting smears from SWP campaign director Norton
Sandler can be found in the September 7 Militant.

Dear Editor,

. We, the undersigned, are sending this letter to protest
. slanderous and false attacks by Barbara Harris, published in
the August 5-11 edition, against the Socialist Workers
campaign of Réger Calero for President and Arrin Hawkins
for Vice-President of the United States. We are disappointed
with the Advocate for printing this.

The most revealing fact about the article, which appeared on
the front page of the Advocate, is its title, “Vulnerable
Voters deceived by Socialist Workers Candidate.” The
assertion that signers of the petition to get the socialist
campaign on the ballot are vulnerable and deceived is not
only arrogant, it reveals Harris’s clear bias against the
socialist campaign. What is it that makes the 2,100 workers,
farmers, and young people who signed the petition
vulnerable or deceived? Is it the fact that they are workers,
farmers, and young people, or are they vulnerable because
Ms. Harris disagrees with their right to expand the political
debate?
Harris’s article is not good reporting. Thousands of copies of
the campaign leaflet were distributed to signers of the

. petitions all over the state. Campaign information was sent
to the Jackson Advocate as well as other newspapers in
Mississippi. The leaflets included a biography of each
candidate, including their ages and where they come from.
The Socialist Workers candidates are representative of the

10f2 11/13/2008 2:11 PM
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working class today. The literature also contained some of ?
the key planks of the Socialist Workers platform. Instead of

using this material Harris makes it seem like the only way

she could find out facts about the campaign was by

contacting the FBI (hardly a friend of workers and farmers)

as well as other unnamed sources.

The method used by Harris is called red-baiting. Instead of
raising her differences with the socialist campaign, Harris
pretends there is some sinister unnamed conspiracy taking
place. What is her proof? Harris states that the campaign
“claims to support raising the minimum wage to union scale,
a very popular issue with the working class and those
entering the workforce.” In short, merely raising demands
that working people need and want is suspect.

If Harris wants to inform the workers, farmers, and young
people of Mississippi she would be better served to broaden
the debate in politics, not limit it to the choice between
Democrats and Republicans. No matter whom they choose
to vote for, the 2,100 people who signed petitions giving the
socialist candidates the right to ballot status did so because
they want a real discussion of the problems facing working
people.

Workers and farmers need a higher minimum wage. We
need to stop farm foreclosures, defend affirmative action,
demand a federally funded public works program to put
millions to work at union scale, and we need the U.S. out of
Irdq immediately. These demands are not out of order for a
national election campaign. Yet they are not being discussed
by either the Democratic or Republican candidates. We
think that they are ideas that working people must discuss.

. Barbara Bell

Joann Hogan
R.C. Howard
David Howard

Related articles:
Mississippi: Socialist Workers beat back red-baiting attack
SWP ticket also on ballot in Louisiana

Socialists campaign in Alabama mill town

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home
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Mississippi: Socialist Workers

beat back red-baiting attack

SWP ticket also on ballot in Louisiana
lead article

BY SUSAN LAMONT

JACKSON, Mississippi—The Mississippi State Board of
Election voted on the moming of September 7 to place the
Socialist Workers presidential ticket on the state’s ballot.
The socialist candidates will appear along with those of the
Democratic, Republican, Libertarian, Green, Reform, and
Constitution parties.

“This is a big victory for workers and farmers in Mississippi
and around the country,” said Norton Sandler, SWP national
campaign director. “Not only because we are on the ballot
but because how this happened. The SWP candidates beat
back a serious red-baiting attack on the socialist campaign to
get here.”

- Sandler also noted that the same day state officials said that

the SWP ticket has been placed on the ballot in Louisiana
too.

The victory in Mississippi came after three months of
campaigning by supporters of the SWP ticket of Réger
Calero for president and Arrin Hawkins for vice president in
this southern state. It marks another step in the successful

. nationwide effort to get the working-class alternative to the

parties of capitalism on the ballot in the most states since
1992.

Since June, supporters of Calero and Hawkins from
Mississippi and surrounding states worked to bring this to

In June and early July, volunteers petitioned in Jackson,
Meridian, Natchez, Pascagoula, and Tchula to gather nearly
2,200 signatures for the socialist candidates. They
campaigned at shopping centers in working-class
communities, at Jackson State University, at meetings of
farmers, in the Delta, and elsewhere. Workers, farmers, and
young people took a serious look at the socialist candidates

http://www themilitant. cony2004/6834/683401 html
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and what their party stands and fights for and many liked
what they heard. Even more agreed with the socialists’ right

. to be on the ballot.
In Meridian, where petitioning started, a team of

campaigners was threatened by a Klan member who
red-baited them and attempted to prevent others from
signing their petitions. Despite the efforts by the ultrarightist
to drive people away by hollering they should not be
“signing for communists,” a worker and a farmer who
witnessed the incident made sure they signed the petition
and helped demoralize the Klaner and drive him away
instead. (See ““Mississippi: 2,200 sign to put SWP on ballot”

in July 6 Militant.)

After completing the necessary paperwork, signatures were
submitted to the individual counties for validation. Toward
the end of July, officials from Hinds County, which includes
the state capital Jackson, notified the socialist campaign they
had validated only 231 of the 843 signatures the socialists
had collected there. Supporters of the SWP campaign
challenged that decision. After a visit to the Hinds County
clerk’s office July 28, the socialists quickly uncovered
evidence that at least 200 signatures had been declared
invalid for no good reason. The county clerk changed the

“SWP certified on Iowa ballot, confronts Mississippi

. previous ruling on the spot, certifying 435 signatures. (See

challenge” in August 10 Militant.) That put the total over

the state requirement.

Registrars from 27 counties certified 1,028 signatures valid,
over the 1,000 registered voters required by the state. These
signatures were then filed with the Secretary of State in
Jackson on August 2. Arrin Hawkins, who was in Mississippi
that week for a campaign tour that took her to Tchula and

Jackson, was present during the filing.

The seven electors—one more than the six required—for the
socialist ticket include two farmers from Tchula, a small.
town in the Mississippi Delta; a Steelworkers union member
from Natchez; and three workers who took part in an earlier
strike at the Freshwater Farms catfish plant in Belzoni.

Socialist campaigners faced another major challenge on the

road to the September 7 victory.

In early August, an article by Barbara Harris peddlinga
red-baiting smear against the SWP campaign appeared in the
Jackson Advocate, a weekly newspaper published in Jackson

. aimed at the Black community. Titled “Vulnerable Voters
Deceived by Socialist Workers Candidate,” the article tried
to smear the campaign and block readers from giving the

lof4
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Sandler sent a response to this article on behalf of the SWP
campaign to Charles Tisdale, editor of the Advocate. The
paper has not printed the reply. (See “Socialist Campaign
Responds to Red-baiting Smear in Mississippi Paper” in
September 7 Militant for the letter by Sandler and the article

by Harris.)

On September 5, Marty Michaels, associate editor of The
Chronicle of Higher Education and The Chronicle of
Philanthropy in Washington, D.C., sent a letter to the .
Militant with copies to the Jackson Advocate and to Herbert
Lowe, President of the National Association of Black
Journalists, assailing Sandler’s rebuttal and siding with
Barbara Harris. The Chronicle of Philanthropy describes
itself as “the No. 1 news source, in print and online, for
charity leaders, fund raisers, grant makers, and other people

involved in the philanthropic enterprise.”

“I am writing to express my personal and professional
disgust with your recent article SWP campaign answers
red-baiting smear,” Michaels wrote. “To this reader, it
appears that everything Ms. Harris writes is factual, and that
when her sources are inconclusive she duly notes this.”

type of smear is used against civil rights advocates,

| . Michaels concluded by saying, “As Mr. Sandler writes, this

democrats, dissidents, and freethinkers of all varieties, as
well as socialists and communists. When leveled against a
black newspaper in the rural South that has been firebombed
and viciously threatened numerous times in its pursuit of
civil rights and justice, I can only ask: Have you no shame?”

In an interview, Sandler said the tactic of trying to use the
prestige of the civil rights movement to back red-baiting
slanders is not new in ruling-class attacks on working-class
parties. “The letter to the editor by four supporters of the

SWP campaign from Tchula

responding to the slanders in

the Harris article, which the Advocate has not published
either so far, is another good refutation of these smears,” he

added (see letter printed in this issue).

These attacks notwithstanding, the Mississippi elections
commission agreed that the socialists had met all the

requirements and put the SWP ticket on the ballot.

Mississippi election law requires presidential and

requirements of being at least 35 years old and a U.S.-born
. ' citizen. Because Calero is a permanent resident and Hawkins

is under 35 years of age, the names of James Harris and

Margaret Trowe will appear on the ballot in their place.
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Harris and Trowe were the Socialist Workers presidential
ticket in 2000. They will be designated “independent” on the

. printed ballot.

“Supporters of Calero and Hawkins are looking forward to
campaigning in Mississippi through the November 2

clections and beyond,” Sandler said.

Related articles:

Socialists campaign in Alabama mill town

Letter to ‘Jackson Advocate’ from backers of SWP ticket in

Mississippi

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home
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DECLARATION

I, Réger Calero, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the
SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I am the Socialist Workers candidate for president in 2008. I
also ran as the party’s presidential candidate in 2004.

2. I have traveled all across the country during the course of
both campaigns and met thousands of people who have expressed
interest in the program and perspectives our campaign advances.

3. At numerous times during these campaigns, people who
were interested either told me, or told other campaigners who reported
it to me, that they declined to disclose their name or address, either by
signing a nominating petition to help put the candidates on the ballot,
or by subscribing to the campaign newspaper, the Militant. They said
that they feared being placed on an FBI or other government list that
could lead to them being spied on or harassed.

4, In 2002, while reentering the U.S. from an international
reporting trip I took as a reporter for the Militant newspaper, I was
detained, jailed, and threatened with exclusion by the ICE, even
though I am a legal resident of the country. A well publicized defense
campaign on my behalf helped convince an Immigration Judge that
the effort to exclude me from the country was unfounded, and the
charges were vacated.

5. Because of this well-publicized experience, I have met many
Latinos and other workers who have emigrated to the U.S. across the
country who have told me that they are afraid to support the Socialist
Workers campaign because they fear that they will come to the
attention of the immigration authorities and face harassment, even if
they are legal residents of the country.

6. Before I became a candidate, I worked at Dakota Premium, a
meatpacking plant in St. Paul, Minnesota. I was widely known among
my coworkers as a supporter of the Socialist Workers Party and
helped to distribute the Militant to many of them. I participated in a
successful effort to organize the workers in the plant into the United
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Food and Commercial Workers Union. In the course of this effort, a

. number of my coworkers told me that were afraid to support the
Socialist Workers candidates or to subscribe the Militant newspaper,
stating they feared being placed on an FBI list or of being singled out
by the immigration authorities.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on October 12, 2008.

,ﬂo W»\q}"
Réger Calero
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Alyson Kennedy, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers
Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I am the Socialist Workers candidate for vice-president in
2008.

2. I have traveled all across the country during the course of
this campaign and met thousands of people who have expressed
interest in the program and perspectives our campaign advances. I
have campaigned along with party supporters while they were
petitioning and soliciting electors in almost every state where they
were working to win ballot status for our campaign.

3. At numerous times during these campaigns, people who
were interested told me or told other campaigners, who told me, that
they declined to disclose their name or address, either by signing a
nominating petition to help put the candidates on the ballot, or by
subscribing to the campaign newspaper, the Militant. They said that
they feared being placed on an FBI or other government list that could
lead to them being spied on or harassed.

4. Before I became a candidate, I worked as a coal miner at the
Co-Op mine in Huntington, Utah. I participated in a lengthy
organizing battle, and strike, in an effort to grain representation of the
United Mine Workers Union at the mine. The majority of the miners
at Co-Op were originally from Mexico. I toured to a number of union
locals around the country and met miners and other workers. On the
job, and at many tour stops, workers knew that I was a supporter of
the Socialist Workers Party and urged them to subscribe to the
Militant newspaper to follow the campaign to win a union in the mine.

5. In the course of this effort, a number of my coworkers and
other workers I met told me they were afraid to support Socialist
Workers candidates or to subscribe the Militant newspaper, stating
they feared being placed on an FBI list or of being singled out by the
immigration authorities.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on October 12, 2008.

Ul sy

Alyson Kennedy
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Laura Garza, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I and Kevin Dwire were staffing a table with information about the
Socialist Workers candidates for president and vice pres1dent, and with
books and the Militant newspaper at a rally against the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan on Saturday, October 11, 2008 on the Boston Common. I was
speaking with one man who was interested in the literature on display and
bought one of the books. When I told him the candidate for president was
going to be in Boston on October 21 and 22 he was interested. I asked if he
wanted to be informed of any events set up, as we were still finalizing the
itinerary, and said he could sign up with his email or regular mail address
and we would send him the information. He said “This might sound
paranoid but I don’t want to put my name on any lists. I think things are

getting more serious now,” mentioning the recent laws on spying and

wiretapping passed by the government. He also declined to subscribe to the
Militant newspaper, citing the same fear of having his name on a list.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Executed on October 11, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

Laura Garza
October 11, 2008
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DECLARATION

1, Betsy Farley, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On October 12, 2008 I was campaigning door to door for the Socialist
Workers presidential and vice presidential candidates and selling the

campaign newspaper the Militant in the area of 54" St and Richmond Ave in
Chicago, Il

2. At one house I spoke with a woman and man who both said they would
consider subscribing to the Militant newspaper, except they were worried
they would face retaliation from the government.

3. The woman said "I'm afraid we'd get a phone call from President Bush.."
The man added, "That could get us on a list that would put us in trouble with
Homeland Security."

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 13, 2008 in Chicago, Illinois.

Betsy Farley
October 13, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Deborah Liatos, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National
Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are
entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On Saturday September 27, 2008 I and another supporter of the Socialist
Workers 2008 campaign attended the Race, Origin and National Discrimination
conference at Miami-Dade Community College Homestead campus sponsored by the
College, the Spanish American League Against Discrimination and Miami-Dade County.
We set up literature on a table and were campaigning for the Presidential, Vice-
Presidential and the two Florida Congressional candidates of the Socialist Workers Party.

2. At the conference I spoke to a Miami-Dade county worker about the Socialist
Workers campaign. I asked if he would like to buy a subscription to the Militant
newspaper which covers the Socialist Workers campaign. The introductory subscription
is 12 weeks for $5. He said as a Miami-Dade county worker he feared signing up for the
newspaper because he thought he might be harassed or jeopardize his job if he put his
name down for something like that. He said that he was retiring soon and after retirement
would feel more comfortable signing up. He liked what we raised so he gave me a $20
cash contribution for the Socialist Workers Party. :

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on October 12, 2008.

A

Rl 5ot oo

Deborah Liatos
October 12, 2008
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DECLARATION

1, Laura Garza, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

. I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and several other supporters of the Socialist Workers
candidates for president and vice president were collecting signatures to
place their names on the ballot in the state of Vermont on Saturday, August
2, 2008 on the Church Street Marketplace, an open air mall in downtown
Burlington, Vermont.

2. I approached one gentleman and asked him to sign the petition to
place the socialist candidates on the ballot, explaining they were for
immediate withdrawal from Afghanistan and Iraq, and supported
legalization and unionization rights for all workers. He asked who would
see the petition. I said the petitions get turned in to the local city officials in
each town to verify whether or not the signer is a registered voter and then
they are all turned in to the secretary of state who then verifies whether the
candidates have enough verified signatures to qualify for ballot status. He
said he was afraid to sign anything like this these days since the Patriot Act
was passed because the government is watching more closely.

3. The same day another man said he would like to sign but thought
he could not since he is a government employee and was afraid of what it
might mean for his job.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 11, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

Ravsse Jprun

Laura Garza
October 11, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Natalie Morrison, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the SWP’s
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of the
SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. From July 14 to August 2, 2008, I was a participant in the successful effort to
petition to place the Socialist Workers Party candidates, Martin Koppel, for U.S.
Congress from Harlem, and Réger Calero for President, and Alyson Kennedy for Vice
President on the ballot in New York. I was petitioning in Harlem, a largely Black

~ community, and explained to people I approached that the socialist candidates were
campaigning against police brutality and killings of Blacks and other workers of color,
and in support of affirmative action in hiring and other areas to overcome decades of
racial discrimination.

2. A number of times I approached people to sign and they told me that they
would like to, but were fearful of getting on a government list and being harassed. One
such incident I recall clearly was approaching a Black woman in Harlem who said, "I
support all of this, but this is the last thing I need. I'm going to lose my apartment, I've
already lost my benefits. We (the Black community) have been burned too many times.
If I sign this, I am going to be on some government list and I won't have anything.” Then
she added, "No way, I'm sorry, but I have learned not to put my name on anything".

3. Over the couple of weeks that I volunteered in the petitioning effort, I received
many responses that were very similar to this sentiment. Many people that wanted to
. sign expressed the fear that to officially put their name on a government document, that
would be reviewed by government officials, would put them in further jeopardy of
persecution or at least, a loss of badly needed aid.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on
October 8, 2008 in St. Paul, Minnesota.

A

October 8, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Timothy Mailhot, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1.) On April 21, 2007, I and other Socialist Workers campaigners set
up a table at the corer of H Street and 8" street SE in Washington DC.

2.) A Black male, about 50 years old, stopped at the table to find out
what we were doing.

3.) After discussing our political perspectives, he was interested in
receiving notices about our coming meetings by mail. He asked that his
name not be used on the address out of concern for getting on a government
list. He asked that his daughter’s name be used instead.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed October 14, 2008 in Washington, D.C.

IJ,(/M
[imothy Mailhot

October 14, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Natalie Morrison, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. On March 1, 2008, I and two other Socialist Workers Party
campaign supporters, set up a campaign literature table at an event called,
“The African Diaspora in the Americas," which was held at the Phyllis
Wheatley Community Center, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Along with
distributing campaign flyers we were selling The Militant newspaper.

2. A woman that said she worked at a law firm wanted to buy a
subscription to The Militant newsweekly. However, she expressed fear and
concern that if her name was ever associated with The Militant subscription,
that she would be persecuted on the job or as a citizen of the U.S.
government. She particularly was fearful of the C.I.A. and said, "They might
take me away in the middle of the night". After more discussion, she did
buy a subscription after I assured her that we would protect her information.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed October 8, 2008 in St. Paul, Minnesota.

.

atalie Morrison
October 8, 2008
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DECLARATION

1, William Leonard, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,

~ the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting

the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On or about October 11, 2008 I was at a campaign table with Laura
Garza on Meridan Street in Central Square, East Boston. On the table we
had a few books, campaign flyers, and a sheet to sign up for more '
information about the Socialist Workers campaign.

2. About 1:30 pm a woman police officer approached the table. She -
demanded to know if we had a permit to have a table. I explained to the

- officer that I was the Socialist Workers Party candidate for State Senate,

Second Suffolk District and was campaigning. She again said do you have a
permit and asked in a hostile tone what do these books have to do with your
campaign. I said the books on the table reflected the ideas of my campaign.
She asked again did we have a permit. I told her we did not need a permit

~ and that we had gone through this same questioning last week and she

should check with her captain. She replied “Sergeant!” and walked away.
3. The officer walked up and down the block watching us for the next
half hour and then left.

I declare under penalty of pet]uly that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed November 17, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts.

w g
William Leonard
November 17, 2008
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‘ : DECLARATION

I, Steven J. Warshell, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. Iam responsible for the Houston Socialist Workers campaign
office in Houston, Texas.

2. On December 19, at a little before 9:00 a.m., I received a phone
call from Mary Tran, the property manager at Brook Hollow
properties where the office of the Socialist Workers 2008
Campaign was located. She explained that someorne had tried to
break into the office during the night and the front wmdow was
badly damaged.

When I arrived I saw the shattered window with a large hole in
it. Inside the office was a piece of concrete that had been thrown

' ' - through the glass.
3

. The office has been the headquarters for Socialist Workers election
-campaigns for over 4 years. A large sign is displayed near the
window with the Party’s name and candidates. In addition a copy
of The Militant newspaper and a portrait of Malcolm X are on
display.

4. The police were called and an incident report was taken by Officer
G.D. Malone, Unit 3B14A, and filed as report number
186122008S. So far, we have heard nothing further from the police
concerning this attempted break-in.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed in Houston, Texas, on December 24, 2008.

. Steven J. ézrshell
. December 24, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Jacob Perasso, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the Socialist Workers party's National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party are
entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal
Elections campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.
1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth here.

2. On August 22, 2005 I was informed by my employer at the time,
Dakota Premium Foods in South St. Paul, Minnesota, that I was fired from my
position at the company. At the time I was a candidate for Mayor of St. Paul,
Minnesota for the Socialist Workers Campaign. The company stated that time
off from work, which I had used to campaign, was the reason for the firing.

The time off in question was a leave of absence for the purpose of
campaigning that I had requested more than a month in advance. The company
refused to grant the leave, citing production needs. One hundred and fourteen
employees of Dakota Premium Foods South St. Paul production facility signed a
petition which was presented to the management of the company supporting my
request for a leave of absence for this purpose. A written request for the
company to grant the leave of absence was made by Don Seaquist, president of
United Food and Commercial Workers Local 789 which represents the

production employees at Dakota Premium's South St. Paul facility.

In his written request, Don Seaquist wrote, “Perasso would like to use the
time off to keep a campaign pledge that he will attend a youth conference. Jacob
is doing what we would like more of our citizens to do, that is, get involved in
politics. Regardless of anyone’s political affiliation, Jacob is taking action and
as his employer and union, we should support his efforts. I ask that you grant his
leave for the purposes of running for Mayor.”

3. Dakota Premium Foods had a history of harassment against me
because of my political views, in particular the stance of the SWP camipaign
supporting the UFCW in the plant. In December of 2005, I was accused of
trying to force a co-worker to take a union flier against his will. The company
organized an intimidating “investigation” into the accusation and suspended me
for “not cooperating” after I sought to see a copy of the zero-tolerance policy
that the company claimed it used to launch the investigation before answering

. questions. Myself and my union steward were denied the possibility of

consulting with union officers at the time.
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4. During the “investigation,” the company told me and my shop steward
Montoya Guerrero that distributing union fliers without company permission is a
violation of the union contract. Local 789 filed a grievance against the
suspension. A statement was issued by the local stating, “The bosses at Dakota
claimed recently that it violates union contract to distribute union fliers in the
factory if we don’t have permission from the company bosses. This is
completely false and we will continue to read and distribute what we want.”

5. Earlier in 2005 the company placed me in a particularly dangerous job
situation where in order to work at the pace the company demanded I would
have to endanger myself and my co-workers. The company tried to discipline
me for not working at the required speed. Local 789 filed a grievance and four
co-workers signed written statements protesting the discipline agamst me. In
arbitration, the company dropped the written discipline.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregomg is true and correct.
Executed December 7, 2008 in Atlanta, Georgia.

/-

Jacob Perasso
December 7, 2008
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Minnesota socialist candidate fights
firing '

BY TOM FISKE

SOUTH ST. PAUL, Minnesota, August 23—Bosses at
Dakota Premium Foods prevented Jacob Perasso, the
Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of St. Paul,
from returning to his job on the boning line today.

Perasso, his campaign supporters, and many co-workers in
the plant say this is an attack on the union. The company
refused to grant Perasso a leave of absence to campaign full
time for three weeks. United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) Local 789, which represents Dakota workers, is
filing a grievance against the company’s refusal to grant

. Perasso the leave. :

Perasso and Rebecca Williamson, Socialist Workers
candidate for St. Paul School Board, campaigned outside the
plant with several supporters this afternoon. Dozens of
workers stopped to speak with the candidates about
Perasso’s fight to be reinstated and to wish both candidates
luck in the campaign. Eight workers bought the Militant,
some driving up and holding their money out the window.

The company “seeks to weaken the union struggle in the
plant,” said Perasso in a statement reledsed to the press
today. “I have been part of efforts by UFCW Laocal 789 to

resist speedup attempts by the company.

“On June 1, 2000, workers in the boning department
gathered in the cafeteria and refused to work for seven hours
until the company agreed to limit the line speed. Since then,
there has been a victorious union-organizing drive to win
UFCW representation and years of resistance that continues
to this day. Last week 26 workers from the kill floor
gathered at the union hall to discuss ways to defend

themselves against the company speedup,” Perasso said.

. “One reason so many co-workers signed the petition for my
leave of absence is that they wanted to help protect a fellow

union fighter,” he continued. “During these five years the

company has been going after individual union militants,

10of2 ’ 11/13/2008 2:06 PM
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seeking to buy them off, intimidate them, or fire them.” 7 “- Lf

. During the three weeks Perasso was absent from work he

. was attending the 16th World Festival of Youth and
Students in Venezuela. Since returning, he has visited the
picket lines of the striking Northwest Airlines mechanics at
the airport here. On the eve of the walkout, he spoke at a
rally of these mechanics.

Related articles:
SWP candidates back Northwest strikers

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version horﬁc
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: DECLARATION
I, Anthony M. Dutrow, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

On Sunday, October 5, 2008, I was at the Forest West Shopping
Center at the corner of Pinemont Dr. and Antoine Dr. in Houston, Texas,
where I was the 2008 Socialist Workers Party candidate for Texas State
Representative in District 138. I was campaigning along with another
campaign supporter, when we were told, on threat of arrest, to stop
campaigning. The incident occurred in the early afternoon, soon after I had
placed campaign signs and literature on the table.

I was standing in front of our table on the sidewalk which surrounds
the shopping center parking lot when a uniformed security guard asked me
to step over to his vehicle, an unmarked car with a blue light flashing. I
explained that we were campaigning for our national and local ticket—this
was well before the November elections—and a week or so ago the manager
of that store front told us he had no problem with us campaigning in front of
his business. On this day the store was closed.

The guard then told me that we had to leave, that the company he
worked for had to approve us being there and it wasn’t a decision the store
owner could make. I asked for a card to contact those he was working for
and he told me “Don’t bother, because they won’t allow you and your kind
of material on the property. You have to leave or I will call the police.”

As we took down our table, the guard remained in his cruiser until we
started to pack our materials and load them into our car.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

correct. Executed in Houston, Texas, on November 18, 20;2Z E _
ny M. Du
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DECLARATION

I, Jacqueline Henderson Shilman, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1.

In March 2006 the editor of the Militant newspaper sent me a copy of
a letter the paper had received from a subscriber who requested
information on joining the Socialist Workers Party. The letter was
signed by a Richard Brown who identified himself as an evacuee from
New Orleans living in Houston, who had been reading about SWP
activities in the paper. He included his address so that he could be
contacted. '

Together with Steve Warshell, SWP candidate for Governor of Texas
in the 2006 election, I visited Brown at the address he gave. Finding
no one home, we left a short note explaining that we would be
available to talk anytime that was convenient for him and left him a
flyer for a campaign event.

A week later we received a note at the campaign office from Richard
Brown stating that he had a gun pointed at Warshell and me when we
knocked at his door, and that if we came back he would blast us
through the door.

In May 2006 we received another letter signed by Richard Brown
stating that he would like to receive information about, “The history
of the SWP, the difference between SWP, SLP, Progressive Labor,

CPUSA, and the Demo. Socialists... What are the beliefs? How to join

(dues?) What about meetings?”

A year later, in March 2007, a man identifying himself as himself
Richard Brown, an evacuee from Hurricane Katrina, called the SWP
campaign office in Houston. I answered the phone with the words,
“Socialist Workers Campaign.” Brown said he didn’t want
information about the campaign that rather, he wanted to know when
the SWP meetings are, what he would have to pay to join, and the
difference between SWP, SLP, CPUSA ‘and other groups. After
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introducing myself, I asked if the caller had written the office before.
. He then hung up.

.1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed in Houston, Texas, on November 18, .2008.

> rkidld Y.

Jacqueline Henderson Shllman
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DECLARATION

I, Seth Dellinger, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the

" SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the

candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure

provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. In September of 2007, when leaving the headquarters of the
Washington DC Socialist Workers Party campaign on Georgia Avenue, I
noticed a car parked outside on the street with three men inside.

2. I felt that the men in the car looked suspicious. They appeared to
be parked conducting surveillance on the campaign office. I was concerned
that their conduct might threaten something.

3. I approached the car to try and find out what they were up to.
Seeing me, the man in the front passenger seat asked me “Is this the SWP?”
I said yes, and asked if he was interested to see some literature. He said
“No, I just wanted to confirm the location.”

4. I asked how he had heard about the SWP and what he wanted, but
he did not answer the questions. Instead he said, menacingly, “We'll be
back,” and nodded to the driver. The car then sped away.

5. I alerted other campaign volunteers about the incident and we kept
a special watch on the office over the next couple weeks.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed in Washington, D.C., on December 7, 2008.

SGff
Seth Dellinger
December 7, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Ben O’Shaughnessy, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. The Albany, N.Y. chapter of the Young Socialists, a youth organization
that supports the Socialist Workers Party election campaigns, participated in a
demonstration for immigrant rights organized by several student groups on May
1, 2006 at the State University of New York there. This action was being held in
solidarity with numerous others taking place across the country that day.

2. At the time, I was the organizer of the local chapter and student on the
campus. Along with distributing the Militant newspaper, and books and
pampbhlets on socialism at the demenstration, we were also marching with signs
expressing the organization’s support for the demand “legalization for all”
undocumented immigrants. Members of the chapter had been active on campus
all semester, speaking at several other demonstrations and public forums.

3. Shortly into the rally, Nicholas Terlizzi, a member of the YS was
recognized to speak on stage by the moderator. As Terlizzi approached the
podium, an irate individual jumped onto the stage and took control of the
microphone. He proceeded to curse out Terlizzi by stating: “fuck you, you
fucking communist... I was born in a communist country...”

Myself and another student, who were both responsible for security at the
rally, followed him onto the stage, regained control of the microphone, and then
peacefully escorted him away from the rally area.

Several hours later, this same individual returned to the demonsu'atlon and
proceeded to curse at and spit on myself and another student who were marching
in a picket line. This individual was again escorted away from the area..

4. All 'organizers of the rally were made aware of the incident and efforts
were made to make sure the individual did not return to further disrupt the
demonstration. He was not seen again for the rest of the day.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on December 2, 2008 in New York, New York.

2.
Dec. 2, 8
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DECLARATION

I, Paul Pederson, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP's
National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the
Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and Maurice Williams, another supporter of the Socialist
Workers 2006 election campaign, went to the entrance to Jim Walters #7 mine
near Brookwood, AL, on March 3, 2006, to distribute the Militant newspaper to
miners during an afternoon shift change.

2. After distributing the paper to miners going into work for the afternoon
shift for about 15 minutes, one of the miners who was leaving from the day.shift
stopped and warned us that there were a group of bosses and miners preparing
“to run us out of here.” He bought a copy of the paper, but repeated that he
thought we had better leave.

3. A few minutes later a man driving a red pickup truck drove out from
the mine. He appeared to be a foreman or boss at the mine. He was very
agitated and yelled, “We told you before you can’t be here. This is mine
property.” While someone may have told campaigners who distributed literature
outside the mine at some other time that they were on mine property, no one had
ever informed Maurice and I of this. Regardless, we wanted to avoid any
incident, so I told him I didn’t realize that and moved toward the highway. A
few seconds later a second, white, pickup pulled up behind him. The man inside
appeared to be a supervisor or manager, he was not wearing work clothes. The
foreman appeared to be emboldened by the arrival of the second truck. He got
out of his truck and said, “If you don’t get the fuck out of here I am going to
wup your ass.” He began walking towards me with his fists clenched. I
motioned to Maurice and told the guy that we would leave.

4. We got into our car and began to drive off. The two pickup trucks
followed us for a couple of miles down the road and then stopped. Maurice
suggested we turn back and see if there was another area we could campaign to
miners. As we drove past the mine, the two trucks were still there. When they
saw us they pulled out, this time joined by a third truck, and followed us. We
drove out of the area.
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Executed on December 10, 2008 in New York, New York.

| \Ei O V A
Paul Pederson

December 10, 2008

. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoiné is true and correct.
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DECLARATION

I, Mary J. Martin, make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Itook two hostile messages from the phone voicemail at the
Socialist Workers Party Campaign office in Seattle on October 23 and
November 6, 2008. We have saved these messages. It was clear to me that

_ the tone and intent of the messages was to threaten and intimidate Socialist

Workers campaign supporters.

2. The first message of October 23, 2008 said in summary “This is a
tip off. A person named ____ in Puyallup says he wants to kill all the sons a
bi... in the Socialist Party. Yeah, he’s planning on killing the socialists and
taking all the property that they get. You might want to investigate.”

3. The second message said in summary “How did you guys do in the
elections? I just want you to know that your comrades in Cambodia were
responsible for the extermination of people like my wife’s relatives in the
1970s, but you don’t care. The world knows who your candidate is. He’s one
of the useful idiots who doesn’t know how millions perish and economies
are left in ruin because of Lenin, Marx, Ho Chi Minh, Pol Pot and others.
Yeah, you just keep at it.“

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed November 14, 2008 at Seattle, Washington.

Moy Mol

Mary J. Martin
November 14, 2008
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Declaration

1, Joe Swanson, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the
Socialist Workers Party’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Elections campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.

1. I'and other supporters of the lowa 2003 Socialist Workers election campaign
upon entering the office located at 3720 Sixth Ave., Des Moines, Iowa on Monday,
February 10, 2003 saw all the plate glass windows and the main entrance door were

* pelted with eggs. The address is known in Des Moines as the headquarters of the Socialist

Workers Party Election Campaign and the location where Pathfinder political books are
displayed.

2. There were several other offices and business on the same street as the SWP
campaign headquarters; however, none of the other offices or business in the area known
as Highland Park was vandalized. Those offices and business include Park Printers,
Roofers Local Union 142, Linn Super Market, Des Moines Metro Electric, and
Northridge Baptist Church.

3. The vandal attack was reported on February 10, 2003 to the Des Moines Police
Department at 25 East First Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309, Tel: 515-283-4824. Des
Moines Police Officer M. Gonzalez was dispatched to the 3707 Sixth Ave. address to
investigate and filed report under Case No. 03-5368. . The SWP Election Campaign
heard nothing further from the Des Moines Police Department.

4. Ata February 11, 2003 press conference at the SWP office and Pathfinder
Bookstore, the vandal attack was denounced and called on the city of Des Moines, that
those responsible for the attack be caught and prosecuted. A statement from the Drake
National Lawyers Guild was released at the press conference condemning the act of
hostility and called on the City of Des Moines and on all people to speak-out against this

violent act. The attack was reported in the press, including El Latino, February 14-20
edition, and the Militant, Vol. 67/No. 8 March 17, 2003.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
November 14, 2008 in Des Moines, Iowa |, -

D

Z .
Joe Swanson
November 14, 2008
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DRAKE NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD OPPOSED TO THE DEFACING OF
DES MOINES BOOKSTORE

We Call on the City of Des Moines and its People to Speak-Out Against this
Violent Act

Released: February 11, 2003

The Drake National Lawyers Guild condemns the act of hostility committed against the
Pathfinder Bookstore in Des Moines last weekend. We call on the city of Des Moines
and its people to speak-out against this violent act, joining us in our condemnation.

In a democracy justice and freedom depend on whether or not the rights of those who
choose to dissent are protected. Our citizenry cannot allow those using scare-tactics
and violence to succeed in their attempts to silence political dissent. if those who
commit acts of violence do succeed, we will cease to have any resemblance of
democracy at all.

The National Lawyers Guild is an association dedicated to the need for basic change in the
structure of our political and economic system. The Guild unites lawyers, law students, and legal
workers as an effective political and social force in the service of the people. Our aims:

to eliminate racism;
to safeguard and strengthen the rights of workers, women, farmers and minority groups.
upon whom the welfare of the entire nation depends;

« ' to maintain and protect our civil rights and liberties in the face of persistent attacks upon
them;

o touse the law as an instrument for the protection of the people, rather than for their
repression.

"...to the end that human rights shall be regarded as more sacred than property interests."
- Preamble to the NLG Constitution

C_ontact: Stephen Taylor; co-chair, Drake NLG
Drake-Law School; 27" and Carpenter, Des Moines. IA 50311

www.nlg.org



The Militant - March 17, 2003 -- Vandals attack Des Moines Pathfinder store hitp://www themilitant.com/2003/6708/670866.html

"SI - MILITANT

Vol 67/Ne. 8 March 17, 2003

Vandals attack
Des Moines Pat_hf'mder store

BY EDWIN FRUIT

DES MOINES, Iowa—On the second weekend of February,
for the fourth time since 1999, the Pathfinder Bookstore in
Des Moines was vandalized. Raw eggs defaced every
window and the door of the storefront, located in the
working-class area known as Highland Park.

The bookstore is a center for books on working-class politics
and hosts the weekly Militant Labor Forum, a free-speech
forum on topics of interest to working people. The store also
provides office space to the Socialist Workers Party, which
has run candidates for public office. Displays in the window
include a Black History Month poster highlighting a new

" book of speeches by Malcolm X, book covers on the Cuban
Revolution, and current copies of the Militant and
Perspectiva Mundial, socialist publications that have
front-page coverage explaining why working people should
oppose the imperialist war in the Mideast.

At a February 11 news conference at the bookstore, Edwin
Fruit, the owner of the store and Socialist Workers candidate
for Congress in Iowa’s third district last fall, denounced the
attack and said, "We are not going to be intimidated by these
cowardly acts of harassment and intimidation. Those using
threats and intimidation against those who have dissenting
views take their cue from the policies of the U.S.
government. Working people and youth value the political
space we have to discuss and debate solutions to the growing
social and economic crisis of capitalism’s world disorder
today."

The National Lawyers Guild chapter at Drake University in
Des Moines sent a statement to the news conference saying,
"We call on the city of Des Moines and its people to speak
out against this violent act, joining us in our condemnation.
In 2 democracy justice and freedom depend on whether or
not the rights of those who choose to dissent are protected....
If those who commit acts of violence do succeed, we will
cease to have any resemblance of democracy at all."

1of2 11/11/2008 10:13 AM
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El Latino, a local Spanish-language weekly, featured a
front-page story on the attack and photos of the bookstore in

. its February 14-20 edition. Several people from the
neighborhood around the bookstore stopped to express their
support as volunteers cleaned the windows.

Edwin Fruit is a member of United Food and Commercial
Workers Local 1149 in Perry, Iowa.

Front page (for this issue) | Home | Text-version home
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Declaration

I, Joe Swanson, make this declaration in support of the application to the Federal
Elections Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist Workers Party, the
Socialist Workers Party’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Elections campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of personal knowledge.

1. I and other supporters of the Iowa 2003 Socialist Workers election campaign
upon entering the office located at 3720 Sixth Ave., Des Moines, Iowa at 6:15 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 20, 2003 saw splattering of eggs on one plate glass window. The
splattering was on the spot of a Malcolm X poster that hangs on the inside of the window
and that displayed a Socialist Workers Campaign sign of Mary Martin for Mayor of Des
Moines. The address is known in Des Moines as the headquarters of the SWP Election
Campaign and the location where Pathfinder political books are displayed.

2. There were several other offices and business on the same street as the SWP
campaign headquarters; however, none of the other offices or business in the area known
as Highland Park was vandalized. Those offices and business include Park Printers,
Roofers Local Union 142, Linn Super Market, Des Moines Metro Electric, and
Northridge Baptist Church.

3. The vandal attack was reported on August 20, 2003 to the Des Moines, Jowa
Police Department at 25 East First Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309, Tel: 515-283-4811.
Des Moines Police Officer Lori Wilson was dispatched to the 3707 Sixth Ave. address
and arrived at 8:45 p.m. to investigate and filed report under Case No. 03-32586. The
SWP Election Campaign heard nothing further from the Des Moines Police Department.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
November 14, 2008 in Des Moines, Iowa

Joe Swanson

November 14, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Tom Fiske, make this declaration in support of the application to the
Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and Dave Finch, another supporter of the Socialist Workers
2008 election campaign were passing out campaign brochures and selling
the Militant newspaper to workers leaving in their cars from the exit of the
Dakota Premium Foods plant in South St. Paul, Minnesota. This occurred on
the afternoon of Thursday, October 30.

2. At about 4:30 p.m. a car came from the other direction, from the
street, and accelerated towards me. My back was turned to the car as it
began to accelerate. I heard the roar of the engine as the driver accelerated. 1
saw the driver, Bill LeMar, formerly the head of personnel and now a higher

- official in the company. He stopped a few feet from me. I began to react

just as he stopped. LeMar had done exactly the same thing to me a few
years ago, in 2005. '

LeMar had shown dislike of the Socialist Workers Party before. In
2005 he fired Jacob Perasso, a worker at Dakota Premium Foods, who was
then a candidate for Mayor of St. Paul.

3. Dave Finch witnessed this incident. I did not report the incident to
law enforcement personnel or the media.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed in St. Paul, Minnesota, on November 16, 2008.

Tom Frotheo

Tom Fiske
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DECLARATION

I, James Kendrick make this declaration in support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP,
the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. I was a member of the SWP for approximately 3 decades. I
am currently a supporter of the SWP, active in the SWP’s
election campaign activity. I was an elector in 2008,
supporting the SWP’s application for ballot status in Florida
in the 2008 elections. During the 2008 election campaign in
Florida, I participated in several public meetings and other
activities supporting the SWP’s candidates for president and
vice-president and its two candidates running to represent

'Florida constituents. I traveled with SWP candidates to
appear at campaign events. I am a regular and long time
financial contributor to the SWP’s election campaigns.

2. I have been a public spokesperson for the SWP as its
candidate for US Senate from Minnesota in the late 1980’s. I
have been prominently involved in the distribution of the
Militant newspaper, SWP 2008 election campaign material
and books and publications presenting the programmatic
views, political principles and analyses of the SWP over the
immediate last five years in Florida.

3. . I'was in New York on the week-end of November 22-23,
2008, for a national SWP public political meeting to
celebrate the accomplishments of the party’s 2008 election
campaign and discuss the party’s perspectives for 2009. I
also attended a meeting of organized supporters of the SWP
the next day. My wife, Theresa Kendrick, who also is a
supporter of the SWP and participant in election campaign
activities, attended both meetings with me.

4, On Tuesday November 25, 2008, at approximately 7:00 PM
EST my wife and I went to Newark International Airport to
return home. When I attempted to check our luggage with a
Continental Airlines skycap for a flight from Newark to



) ?‘H‘—:;

Miami and provided the skycap with boarding passes used
for the luggage check procedure, the Skycap told me that he
could not check our luggage. I asked him why and he told me
“someone in your party is on the government watch list. You
will have to check in with the Continental ticket agent
inside.” I asked him to explain his statement and provide the
name of the person on the government watch list from his
computer. He replied that “The government wants you,” and
said that he could not tell from his computer who the person
is.

I proceeded with my wife to the ticket counter. The agent
checked us in. I told the agent what had happened with the
Skycap and asked her to check to see if I or my wife was on
the government’s watch list. She checked her computer and
said she didn’t see anything that would prevent us from
boarding our flight.

After checking in, I boarded the plane with my wife without
further incident.

I am concerned that people who support the Socialist
Workers Party could find themselves on a government watch
list and face delays and other problems traveling.

I'decla:e under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on December 4, 2008.

S/Jame endnck

Dec. 4, 2008

Phone number: 305-893-9707
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DECLARATION

I, John Studer, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the Socialist
Workers Party, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge.

1. In 1951 that state of Pennsylvania enacted a requirement for
candidates for state-wide public office in Pennsylvania to sign a “loyalty
oath” as a precondition for gaining ballot status. This oath was also adopted
by numerous municipalities throughout the state. This requirement remains
on the books as a requirement for candidates for state office.

2. The oath requires a candidate to swear “I am not a subversive
person as defined in the ‘Pennsylvania Loyalty Act’.” The state ‘Loyalty
Act’ was enacted in 1951.

The Act defined a “subversive” as “any person who commits...
advocates, abets, advises or teaches, by any means... the overthrow,
destruction or alteration of the constitutional form of government of the-
United States or of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania... by force or
violence, or who is knowingly a member of a subversive organization.”

It was similar to numerous witch-hunt laws and Executive Orders that
were promulgated in the 1940s and “50s, intended to deny federal jobs and
benefits to those who were identified as “subversive.” To aid in the
prosecution of such regulations and laws, the government began to maintain
an “Attorney General’s List” of subversive organizations. In September,
1948, the Socialist Workers Party was placed on the list and remained on it
until the list was abolished under pressure in 1974.

3. In 2005, state election officials re-incorporated the oath into papers
candidates were required to submit when filing nominating petitions to get
on the ballot.

4. State officials made this decision despite the fact they were aware
of numerous court decisions holding that similar ‘loyalty’ oaths were
unconstitutional, including a 1974 U.S. Supreme Court decision declaring an
Indiana state loyalty oath unconstitutional in 1974. The court found that the
Indiana oath violated First Amendment free-speech rights.
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5. Jay Ressler ran in 2005 as the Socialist Workers Party candidate
for Mayor of Pittsburgh, and refused to sign the ‘loyalty oath’ when he
submitted his nominating petitions containing more than two times the
required number of signatures. “I will not sign the loyalty oath,” Ressler told
the press, “and we’re determined that anyone who chooses to pull the lever
for the SWP’s mayoral candidate in November will be able to do so.” The
oath, he added, “is a danger to the political rights of the working class and
the majority of the people in Pennsylvania.”

: Ressler’s filing and refusal to sign the oath were covered by WDUQ,
the Pittsburgh area National Public Radio affiliate, the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review, one of Pittsburgh’s two daily papers; WAMO radio and WQV radio.

“This is a major victory over an attempt to bring back legislation
that’s a danger to the political rights of every working person, unionist, and
defender of free speech,” Ressler said when he was informed that he was
being placed on the ballot by Allegheny County election authorities.

6. Brian McDonald, a spokesperson for the Pennsylvania Department
of State told the Militant newspaper that he had discussed the loyalty oath
with Allegheny County officials, but let them make their own decision. He
refused to say what their decision would be if a state-wide candidate was
involved. “The code states what it states,” he told the newspaper. “We’ll
cross that bridge when we come to it.”

7. In 2006, John Staggs ran as the Socialist Workers Party candidate
for the Pennsylvania General Assembly from District 198, a state-wide
office. In announcing his campaign, Staggs declared his intention to refuse
to sign the loyalty oath, which continued to appear on the candidate’s papers
to be filed with the nominating petitions for state-wide office.

_ 8. Staggs filed more than twice as many signatures as required with
state officials and refused to sign the ‘loyalty oath,’ instead crossing it out
with an “X’. His action was widely reported in the area press.

Staggs explained that the continued requirement to sign the loyalty
oath was not a hang-over from the past, but a threat to workers and political
activists today, in the context of the passage of the Patriot Act and other
contemporary attacks on political rights that are expanding.

9. State officials informed Staggs after he submitted his petitions that
he was being certified for ballot status despite his refusal to sign the Oath.
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10. State Attorney General Tom Corbett told the media that on July
25, 2006, he had directed elections officials “to discontinue the oath unless
and until” the 1974 U.S. Supreme Court decision regarding the Indiana
‘loyalty’ oath “is overturned.”

11. An Associated Press release in August 2006 that was widely
carried in media across the country, including the Los Angeles Times and
MSNBC, reported that “[T]he oath itself will remain on the books.”

12. “I believe their definition of ‘subversive’ can really apply to
anyone,” the same release quotes Socialist Workers candidate John Staggs,
“They want to be able to pick and choose, so they can use it versus people
who are challenging the status quo.”

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed November 14, 2008 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

IR hob

John Studer
November 14, 2008
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Click here for Militant Labor Forums or for Calendar Events

Victory for Labor Rightsl
Judge signs order dismissing harassment suit by C.W. Mining Co. against

UMWA, 16 former Co-Op miners, and the Militant.

(lead article)
A victory for political rights!

State orders end to use of ‘loyalty oath’
Responds to Pennsylvania SWP campaign

Osbome Hart (right), SWP candidate for
Pennsylvania governor, and John Staggs (left),
the party’s candidate for State House District
198 in Philadeiphia, with attorney Eric
Lieberman of the constitutional rights law firm
Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, Krinsky and
Lieberman at the firm’s New York office July
26. Lisberman represented the Soclalist
Workers campaign in the successful fight
against the “loyaity oath” in Pennsyivania.

BY JOHN STUDER _

PHILADELPHIA, July 25—"This is a significant victory for political rights, for
the working class,” John Staggs told the Militant today. Staggs, the Socialist
Workers Party candidate for State House District 198 here in Philadelphia,
was responding to news that Pennsylvania attorney general Thomas Corbett

1of4 11/13/2008 2:16 PM
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has ordered the Department of State to “discontinue use of the [loyalty] oath"

requiring all cendldates for public office in the state to swear they are ‘not a
. subversive person.”

Louis Boyle, Department of State deputy chief counsel, notified attomey Eric
Lieberman of this decision today. Lieberman, of the noted New York City
constitutional law firm Rabinowitz, Boudin, Standard, Krinsky, and Lieberman,
is representing the Pennsylvania Socialist Workers campaign in challenging
the oath.

Lieberman had notified state authorities that the SWP campaign would file
suit in Philadelphia on Thursday, July 27, to strike down the “anti-subversive”
pledge. Lieberman told state authorities his clients would seek a restraining
order to prevent them from requiring Staggs to sign the pledge when filing
nominating petitions July 31 to be placed on the November ballot.

*Since 1951, when the Pennsylvania Loyalty Act was passed,” Staggs said,
"this oath has been a danger to the political rights of every working person, to
the union movement, and to all defenders of free speech. We've won a victory
in defense of workers fighting to organize and strengthen the unions as well
as those advocating change—including revolutionary change—in the
government.”

Osbhormne Hart, Socialist Workers candidate for Pennsylvania governor, told
the Militant that the capitalist government in Pennsylvania has sought “to

. keep restrictions like this in place today as they prepare to meet worker and
farmer resistance to assaults on our wages and conditions, on and off the
job. The wealthy rulers were surprised this spring by the massive -
working-class mobilizations for immigrant rights, including the first nationwide
general political strike in U.S. history. Today’s blow against continued use of
the loyalty oath removes an anti-working-class arrow from the quiver of the
employing class.

“It will encourage all those, like our campaign, who are fighting to overtum the
anti-working-class ‘lliegal immigration Relief Act,’ passed recently by the city
council in Hazleton," said Hart.

1974 U.S. Supreme Court ruling
“The loyalty oath is a remnant of a terrible chapter in American history, when
citizens who registered even the slightest dissent from American policles and
practices risked accusations of disloyalty and attendant loss of civil liberties
and employment,” attomey Eric Lieberman told the Militant. “After years of
legal and political struggle, the Supreme Court recognized in a series of
decisions from the mid-1960s through the Whitcomb decision in 1974 that

- use of such oaths violated the First Amendment rights of all people in this
country.”

Lieberman was referring to the 1974 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Communist
Party of indiana vs. Whitcomb that declared the loyalty oath requirement
unconstitutional. in 1975 the State Attomey General issued a formal opinion

' that its loyalty oath for state employees, which is identical to the current
Candidate's Affidavit, would no longer be enforced. Nonetheless, officials in
some states continued to require the oath for those running for public office.

20f4 . ’ 11/13/2008 2:16 PM



The Militant - Val. 70/No. 29 - August 7, 2006 — front page hatp:/fwww themilitant com/2006/7029/index shiml

3of4

¢ 5-6

Getting rid of the loyalty oath is not just a question affecting socialist
candidates, Staggs pointed out. “Iit makes it easier for working people to use
the ballot to advance their struggles, without facing a political litmus test,” he
said. “it's a victory for all.”

Pennsylvania official Louis Boyle informed Lieberman that the Department of
State had received a communication from the Attomey General's office July
25 saying, “This will confirm that the Whitcomb decision controls the
constitutionality of the loyalty oath for candidates for public office in PA.
Accordingly, the Department of State should discontinue use of the oath
unless and until the Whitcomb decision is overturned.”

“We are particularly pleased that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has
acknowledged that the loyalty oath is unconstitutional in today’s climate,”
Lieberman said. “We hope this will encourage similar action by those few
additional states that retain some version of these odious oaths.”

This victory is a product of more than a year of struggle, said Hart. This
includes the successful campaign last year by supporters of Jay Ressler, the
SWP candidate for Pittsburgh mayor. City authorities put Ressler on the
ballot despite his refusal to sign the oath and the public campaign by his
supporters opposing it.

Petitioning effort

The 2008 SWP ticket in Pennsylvania also includes Ved Dookhun for U.S.
Senate, Anthony Lane for Lt. Governor, and Cynthia Jaquith for U.S.
Congress in the Pittsburgh-area 14th Congressional District.

The Socialist Workers campaign began a weekiong petitioning effort July 22
to put Staggs, a packinghouse worker in Philadelphia, on the ballot.
Campaign supporters plan to gather at least 1,500 signatures—more than
three times the requirement. in the first two days of petitioning, 1,156 people
in the Germantown area signed up. '

“We are campaligning to advance support for workers' struggles to organize
unions and use them to defend theniseives and other working people from
the bosses’ attacks, and for immediate legalization of all immigrant workers,”
said Hart. “We've gotten a good response to the socialist campaign platform,
including the demands for immediate withdrawal of U.S. and all ‘coalition’
troops from Iraq and Afghanistan, and an end to the murderous assault by
Tel Aviv, with Washington's support, against the people of Lebanon and
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.”

One worker who signed said he wanted some help organizing a union at the
tricking company where he works. Campaigners agreed to help out and
explained that Staggs himself is involved in a union-organizing effort at the
Mopac meatpacking plant where he works.

Several working people who signed petitions over the July 22-23 weekend
read the loyalty oath, which campaigners had with them, and many were

outraged. A couple of signers volunteered to help in the campaign to get it
overtured.

11/13/2008 2:16 PM
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Aquisha Marrero, who came to the United States from Cuba, signed the
petition, saying she was opposed to the U.S. government’s economic war
against Cuba.

*A central demand of our campaign is to end Washington's cold war against
Cuba and to keep U.S. hands off Venezuela too,” responded Hart.

When asked if she had attended any of the recent mobilizations for immigrant
rights, Marrero said, “| went to all of them. If you don't have anything to fight
for, you don't have anything to live for."

For more information on inviting the socialists candidates to speak,
campaigning with them, or making a financial contribution to the SWP
campaign, contact the Pennsylvania Socialist Workers 2006 Campaign
Committes, 188 W. Wyoming Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19140; Tel: (215)
455-2682; E-mail: paswp2006campaign@verizon.net.

Related articles: _

Socialist candidates in N.Y.: Nationalize energy industry!
Nationalize the en industry!

Statement by SWP Candidates

Initial list of Socialist Worker Party candidates in 2006

&

Printer-friendly version of this article

Home | Text-version home
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.Pa. candidates freed from taking 'loyalty oath’

McCarthy-era pledge dumped after challenge
The Associated Press
updaled 9:61 a.m. ET, Mon., Aug. 28, 2006

PHILADELPHIA - Candidates for public office in Pennsyivania will no longer have to sign a McCarthy-era loyalty oath
pledging that they are not “subversive,” a change ordered by the state attorney general after the requirement was
challenged.

John Staggs, a meatpacker, refused to sign the oath when he tumed in nominating petitions eartler this year, and
threatened to sue the state. Now, Attorney General Tom Corbett has told election offidials to stop enfordng the
requirement because it is unconstitutional.

"~ *I believe their definition of ‘subversive' can really apply to anyone," said Staggs, 59, who Is challenging Rep. Rosita

Youngblood, D-Philadelphia, in the November election. "They want to be able to pick and choose, so they can use it
versus pecople who are challenging the status quo."

Subersive prerequisite
The 1951 law describes as subversive anyone who advocates or takes part in "any act intended to overthrow,

destroy (or) alter” the government. It also says "advocacy*® of "violence or force" is a prerequisite to being a
subversive.

The U.S. Supreme Court dedared an Indiana loyalty oath unconsﬂmﬁonal in 1974. In that case, the court found that
the oath violated free-speech rights by equating an abstract belief in radical change with indting "imminent”
violence.

In Pennsylvania, however, the loyalty oath continued to be administered in most elections.

In 1975, then-Attorney General Robert P. Kane issued an opinion that it was unconstitutional to require state
employees to take the oath. Kane did not address the provision that applied to political candidates.

Corbett referred to Kane's apinion and applied the reasoning to andid-ats last month. On July 25, he directed
officials to "discontinue the oath unless and untii® the Supreme Court dedslon is overtumed.

Law remains intact
The oath itself wiil remain on the books; it would take an act of the Legislature to repeal it.

Other states, induding Califoinia, Kansas, Illinois and Arkansas, have similar laws requiring loyalty oaths.

"Nobady really pays any attention to them," sald Richard Winger, editor and publisher of Ballot Access News, which
tracks election law nationwide.

Two candidates in western Pennsylvania also challenged the state law last year.

The Sodialist Worker candidate for mayor of Pittsburgh, Jay M. Ressler, refused to sign the oath and was granted a
walver.

In Mercer County, a University of Pittsburgh phllosophy professor, Gerald J. Massey, balked after he was elected as
a write-in candl|dal:e to the Stoneboro Coundil. The county solicitor eventually dedared that the oath was
unconstitutional.

Staggs sald that, while he doesn't predict he will beat Youngblood, ﬁghtlng the loyalty oath was a major reason for
his candidacy.

*I definitely think our party challenges the status quo, but I wouldn't call it subversive,® he said. "We want working
people to have power."

Copyright 2006 The Assodlated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.

. URL: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/14554195/
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Meet the real subversives

By Dimitr] Vasallaros
TRIBUNE-REVIEW
Monday, August 7, 2006

By challenging the Pennsyivania loyalty oath — all
pofitical candidates in the commonwealth having to
swear they are not subversives — the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) has more respect for the
rule of law than does the General Assembly.

The Pennsyivania Loyalty Act was passed in 1851
during a time when there was a very real fear of
communists subverting the government. However,
in Communist Party of indiana v. Whifcomb
(1974), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the cath
violated the First and Fourteenth amendments.

And when the highest court in the land made its
decision, the commonwealith immediately did
nothing.

Candidates still were required to swear they were
not subversives. The irony-challenged Legislature
presumably was oblivious to the ilea that a
subversive by definition might not be likely to keep
his word about not being subversive.
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Enter Corbett

notice in July that it intanded to challenge the oath.
-State Attorney .General Tom Corbett rightly
ordered the Department of State to discontinue
using the loyalty cath. Mr. Corbett, a Republican of
Shaler, and the SWP, based in Philadelphia, prove

that principle, as well as politics, make for strange
bedfellows. :

Buwhywastheloyaltyoathstilmedutilmw?
"l'haDepammrtofStateeamotspeakforothar

ﬂnwmmabastforﬂnw
three years when nothing was done. The
department finally sought an informal opinion by
Corbett's office when a candidate in Pittsburgh
raised the issue.

The answer seems to be as simple as a story
published in February in the University Times, a
faculty and staff newspaper at the University of
Pittsburgh. Professor Gerald Massey refused to
take the oath in 2005 when he ran for councll in a
small Mercer County town.

County officials decided the loyalty oath could not
be enforced. Mr. Massey won the sest. It was in
1975, according to the Pitt newspaper, that
“then-state Attorney General Robert P. Kane
formally declared the so-called Pennsyivania
LoyalmenﬁhMlammmtmt
be enforced.”

Stitl on the books

The state Legisiature never formally removed the
act from state law, according to a state elections
official quoted in the University Times story. The
{aw remains on the books; it would require an act
of the General Assembly to amend it.

Could anyone other than the bipartisan bottom
feeders who control the three branches of state
government make the Socialist Workers Party look
this principled?

And speaking of meaningless oaths, how many

hetp://wrww.pittsburghlive.comy'x/pittsburghtribyopinion/col umnists/vassil...
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legistators, governors and state court justices
actually obey, respect and defend the state
Conatitution?

Or for that matter, how many ever bother to read
it?

The U.S. Supreme Court and the then-attomey .

general were very clear. And yet the Republican

and Democrat parties — the duopoly that has had a

stmmleholdoanyMriammfor
generations — simply cannot be bothered with the

nleoflaw

Pennsyivanians should demand loyatty oaths from
the subversives controliing state government. For
all the good it would do.

Dimitri Vassilaros is a Tribune-Review editorial
page columnist. His column appears Fridays. He
can be reached at dvassilaros@tribweb.com or
412-380-5637.
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Pittsburgh: Socialists score victory for
political rights

County accepts petition for ballot status

with ‘anti-subversive’ pledge crossed out

(front page)

Jay Ressler (center), Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Pittsburgh mayor, at July 20 press
conference after flling petitions for ballot status with
board of elections. :

BY TONY LANE

PITTSBURGH, July 20—Declaring his refusal to sign a
“loyalty oath,” the Socialist Workers Party candidate for
mayor of Pittsburgh, Jay Ressler, submitted 2,784 signatures
on petitions for ballot status today at the Allegheny County
Board of Elections. Ressler filed an affidavit affirming his
eligibility to run but crossed out a section that required him
to “swear...that I am not a subversive person as defined in
the ‘Pennsylvania Loyalty Act.’” The board of elections

accepted the paperwork.

Mark Wolosik, division manager with the county board of
elections, confirmed this in a phone interview with the
Militant. “We have accepted [Ressler’s] paperwork for
filing,” he said. Asked if this meant other candidates for
office in the county could also attain ballot status without
signing the loyalty oath, Wolosik said, “I’d have to
double-check that with my law department, but I would

11/13/2008 2:18 PM
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think they could, if we did it in this case.”

legislation that’s a danger to the political rights of every
working person, unionist, and defender of free speech,” said .
Ressler. “We’ve struck a blow today in defense of workers
fighting to defend union rights as well as those advocating
changes in government.”

Ressler, 57, is a coal miner at the Madison Mine in Cambria
County, east of Pittsburgh. The socialist candidate gave the
board of elections a letter from constitutional rights attorney
Eric Lieberman, of the New York law firm Rabinowitz,
Boudin, Standard, Krinsky & Lieberman, who is
representing the SWP in this case. The loyalty oath
requirement “is clearly unconstitutional under the [1974]
decision of the United States Supreme Court in Communist
Party of Indiana v. Whitcomb,” the letter said. “In 1975, the
State Attorney General issued a formal opinion stating that,
on the basis of the Whitcomb case, the loyalty oath for State
employees, which is identical to the Candidate’s Affidavit, is
unconstitutional and should not be enforced.” Licberman
explained that Larry Boyle, counsel for the Pennsylvania
Bureau of Elections Commissions had acknowledged these
facts and advised that Ressler should cross out the “loyalty

l '“'Ihisisamajorvictoryoveranattempttobringback

provision” in his affidavit.

. Brian McDonald, a spokesperson for the Pennsylvania
Department of State in Harrisburg, told the Militant that
after being contacted by the SWP’s attorney, state officials
discussed the loyalty oath matter with Allegheny County
officials. Because the seat Ressler is running for is a local
one, and not statewide, McDonald said, “Ultimately, it’s the
county’s call, not ours. It would be our call if he was running .
for a state office.” McDonald declined to say whether a
candidate for state office who refused to sign the loyalty
oath would be eligible for ballot status. “The code states
what it states,” he said. “We’ll cross that bridge when we
come to it.”

At a press conference today outside the local election board
offices, the Socialist Workers Party also announced the
nomination of two additional candidates in the November
elections: Cynthia Jaquith, 58, a meat packer who is running
for Pittsburgh city council; and Ryan Scott, 22, a coal miner
running for county council. Scott, a member of the Young
Socialists, is a part of organizing activities in Pittsburgh to
send a delegation of young people to the 16th World Festival
. of Youth and Students in August in Caracas, Venezuela.

Ressler gave the press a statement signed by nine coal
miners at Consol Energy’s 84 mine, who protested the “anti-
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subversive” pledge as “designed to intimidate and deter
union fighters, activists for social justice, and others from
participating in politics.” The miners are members of United
. Mine Workers of America Local 1197. One of them is Brian
Taylor, the 2005 SWP campaign director in Pittsburgh.

“I am proud of you and I understand why you didn’t sign the
loyalty oath,” Jamie Hebb told Ressler after hearing the
news. Hebb is a former coworker of Ressler at High Quality,
a UMWA -organized coal mine, who now works in a mine in
Maryland.

After reviewing the SWP petitions for over an hour, board of
elections workers said they stopped counting at 1,776
signatures, well above the required 1,041. Ballot petitions
may be challenged until August 11, they added.

After filing, Ressler was interviewed by reporters from
WDUQ, the local National Public Radio affiliate; the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, one of Pittsburgh’s two dailies;
WAMO Radio, a station oriented to the Black community;
and WQYV Radio. The WDUQ reporter asked Ressler if his
opponents in the mayor’s race might use his refusal to sign
the loyalty oath against him. “Well, they may,” Ressler
replied, “but then they’ll be going up against strong

. opposition by working people to thought-control measures of
this kind.”

The sumreporteraskedwhethentwasworthmnnmga
socialist campaign “when the Democrats pretty much have
the election sewn up already.” Ressler said it was. “Working
people face an unrelenting offensive by the employers,” he
said. “Driven by the need to reverse declining profit rates,
the bosses are intensifying speedup, lengthening work hours,
throwing job safety to the wind, cutting pensions and
health-care coverage, probing to undermine Social Security,
and seeking to break down solidarity among working people.

“The SWP supports workers’ struggles to organize trade
unions and mobilize union power to defend working people
- from assaults by the employers and their twin parties of
capitalism—the Democrats and Republicans. We call for a
labor party based on the unions that fights in the interests of
working people.

“There are no “Pittsburgh solutions’ to the deepening
economic and social crises,” Ressler continued. “The wars
. Washington and its allies are fighting abroad—from Iraq to
. Afghanistan to others they are preparing against Iran and
. north Korea—are an extension of assaults at home against
the living standards and job conditions of workers and
farmers. We call for Washington to withdraw all its troops
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from these countries—now!”

Among those who joined the SWP candidate in filing was
Devin Gomey, 17, a restaurant worker. “The loyalty oath
was proven unconstitutional 30 years ago,” Gorney said. “It
was bad enough when it was first introduced and it’s
disgraceful that they’ve brought it back again. I hope the
SWP campaign will bring some attention to this and we get a
lot of support.”

Gorney was part of a group of young people in Pittsburgh
who traveled to New York the weekend of July 16-17 to
help campaign for the SWP slate in New York, headed by
mayoral candidate Martin Koppel. In Pittsburgh the week
before, Maura DeLuca, who recently joined the Young
Socialists, and Chris Sang, a University of Pittsburgh student,
participated in a campaign team for Ressler at a street
festival in East Liberty, a largely Black working-class
district, where the SWP campaign office is located.

Joel Britton and Cindy Jaquith contributed to this article

Related articles:
13,000 sign in 9 days to put socialists on New York ballot
SWP announces slate in Seattle city elections

Socialist Workers Party wins exemption in Seattle from

disc] donors
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DECLARATION

1, Arlene Rubinstein, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that
the SWP, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

Myself and another supporter of the Socialist Workers 2008 campaign
of Roger Calero for president work in a large clothing manufacturer in
downtown Los Angeles. We both talked with one of our co-workers about
subscribing to the Militant newspaper the first week of November, 2008.

The Militant featured regular coverage of the socialist alternative in
the 2008 elections, and the working-class program presented by the
candidates. This co-worker, who is in his 20’s was very interested in this
election campaign coverage, but said that he would not subscribe. He stated
emphatically that despite the fact that he wanted the paper, he was afraid that
subscribing would put him “on a list”, and that he did not want to get “that
kind of attention™.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on December 1, 2008.

M»&M S
Arlene Rubinstein
December 1, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Rollande Girard, make this declaration in- support of the application
to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory oplmon that the SWP,
the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting
the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On November 12, 2008 I was calling Minneapolis area subscribers
to the Militant, the Socialist Workers Party’s campaign newspaper to see if
they wanted to renew their subscriptions. One subscriber told me that he had
canceled his subscription about 6 months ago, even though he really likes
the paper, because of pressure he felt from others where he lives who are
hostile to the paper.

2. Given the situation, he would not renew.

- I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on November 13, 2008 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

QP:éllande i
November 13, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Sara Lobman, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain dlsclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. SWP presidential candidate Réger Calero and I were invited to
speak at a Political Science class at Rutgers University in Newark. The
professor had organized a panel of “third party” candidates on the evening of
October 30, 2008. Campaign supporter Angel Lariscy was also present.

2. After the presentations and a lively discussion, many students and
the professor stayed around for informal discussion. During this discussion I
asked the professor if she was interested in getting a subscription to the
Militant newspaper. She told be she was interested in the paper and bought a
single copy, but that she didn’t want to get a subscription because she
“didn’t want to end up on any government lists.”

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on December 6, 2008, at Newark, New Jersey.

" Sara Lo&n
December 6, 2008
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DECLARATION

I, Angela L. Lariscy, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that .
the SWP, the SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees
supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from
certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. SWP presidential candidate Roger Calero and Sara Lobman, SWP
candidate for US Senate in New Jersey, were invited to speak at a Political
Science class at Rutgers University in Newark. The professor had organized
a panel of “third party” candidates on the evening of October 30, 2008. I
participated as a campaign supporter.

2.After the presentations and a lively discussion, many students and
the professor stayed around for informal discussion. During this discussion I
asked a student if he.was interested in getting a subscription to the Militant
newspaper. He told be he was interested in the paper and bought a single
copy, but that he didn’t want to get a subscription because he feared getting
on a FBI list and government harassment.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on December 6, 2008, at Newark, New Jersey.

s/Angela L{ Larisc
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DECLARATION

I, Edwin Fruit, make this declaration in support of the application to
the Federal Election Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the
SWP's National Campaign Committee, and the committees supporting the
candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act:

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. Myself and another supporter of the Socialist Workers 2008
election campaign were gathering signatures on nominating petitions to put
the Socialist-Workers candidates on the ballot in Washington state on
Sunday, June 22, 2008. This was at the corner of 4th and Pine in Seattle.

2. We had the Militant newspaper, literature supporting the socialist
presidential ticket, and books and pamphlets on socialism.

3. A young women approached me, listened to what I had to say and
then said, “I actually agree with a lot of what you are saying. But because
I’m in the military I can’t sign for a socialist candidate who is against the
war in Iraq.” I said that her right to have political opinions didn’t end
because she had put on a uniform. She said, “Yeah, but they can make it
hard on you and I don’t need any trouble »

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on November 14, 2008.

Cis. Dot
Edwin Fruit
- November 14, 2008




